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Pastor Tom’s 2011 Annual Report 

Forward In Faith 
 

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go; 
Christ our Lord has Conquered, vanquished is our foe; 

Christ without, our safety, Christ within, our joy; 
Who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 

        John Monsell 
 

 Ever notice how a church becomes the beneficiary of religious artifacts that others have grown 
tired of. For some reason people must feel it would be sacrilegious or poor stewardship to toss a 
well used piano or devotional book in the junk or recycle bin. So they drop it off on the church’s door 
step when no one is looking. Well it happens to pastors as well. As I began to sort through 30 years 
of accumulated stuff (religious artifacts) I ran across a Lutheran Standard dated May 27, 1939. I 
think someone slid it under my office door and ran. 
 The theme of this issue was “Forward in Faith” in celebration of the 10th anniversary of American 
Lutheran Church in America, a predecessor body of the ELCA. In good three point order the theme 
was sub-pointed as follows: 
 

1. Forward in faith; a great cloud of Witnesses Encompassing us. (Hebrews 12:1) 
2. Forward in faith; a dying world entreating us. (Act 16:9) 
3. Forward in faith; a victorious Christ enabling us. (Hebrews 12:2) 

 
 I commend this theme of “Forward in Faith” to the people of Immanuel who have just celebrated 
150 years of God’s Grace. With 150 years of being filled with the gifts of God we can move Forward 
in Faith.  
 I have never been a big fan of remembering the past for nostalgia sake. But that is not to say we 
should forget the events of the past.  Our 150th celebration was occasioned by the past; 
remembering God’s constant presence as we reached out with the love of Christ.  It is through that 
remembrance that God breaths the Spirit into us. We are inspired as followers of Jesus to move 
Forward in Faith. 
 Reflecting on the past for the sake of the future I easily remember one of the membership’s 
strengths is that of being comfortable and tolerant with each other. Like a small family, individuals do 
not always get along or work together for a common purpose but they do give each other space and 
care for each other when needed.  
 Another strength is that God has gifted the membership with tremendous resources; gifts and 
talents for ministry. You name them and you will find them at Immanuel; many of them are still 
waiting to be released.  
 Worship is also a strength. It is informal for the most part which makes it welcoming to guests. 
 Like many strengths the strength of being family-like can also be a weakness.  It didn’t take me 
long to discover that Immanuel was made up of what I call “turfdoms”. “Turfdoms” are small groups 
and individuals who do their “own thing” without regard for others or fulfilling our common God given 
ministry. It is as if we are afraid or don’t want to take time to join together and move “Forward in 
Faith.”  One example would be to have a common ministry of making the changes necessary to 
reach out to the younger generations and welcome them as part of the Immanuel community.  
 Yet there is much to rejoice over.  The good news is that there are signs of growth and potential 
for this to happen.  There has been growth on the part of many to understand what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus, actively following him into the mission field. There has been growth in fiscal 
responsibility as we narrow the gap between income and expenses. We continue to grow through 
increasing our percentage for mission support with other congregations in the synod. I give thanks 
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to God as I witnessed individuals whose lives are being transformed through abiding in the Word of 
God and prayer.  They are discovering their gifts for ministry and being set free to share them with 
others for the sake of the Gospel.  
 As I look ahead there are more opportunities for ministry than there were 11 years ago when I 
arrived at Immanuel.  Before my first year was finished we all experienced the tragedy of 9/11 and 
the resulting wars. Add to these events, the economic suffering through loss of jobs and homes and 
we discover there are many who still need to hear the God News God offers in Christ’s dying and 
rising.   
 On the brighter side, locally, the citizens and leaders of Independence have worked hard to bring 
investment to the community. The community spirit has improved with the recent approval to build a 
new high school. This will cause a ripple effect of more good things happening in the community.  
As bright as the future might look we must not overlook that fact that the portion of the population 
with social and economic needs has been increasing in recent years. All of these changes provide 
fertile ground in which to plant the seed of God’s word.  
 Moving Forward in Faith means moving forward without knowing what the future holds. Moving 
Forward in Faith also means following the God who holds the future in his hands.  Therefore, it is 
very important for the disciples of Jesus at Immanuel to be on the same page with Jesus. How is 
this done?  We become people of faith by reading together the story of the people of faith in the 
Book of Faith. It is in community prayer that together we hear the will of God for our lives as a 
community and move into the Future with Faith.  
 Finally, when asked what I found most fulfilling in my time as one of your pastor’s, the answer 
was easy.  Preaching and Teaching the Word of God have always been where I have found my 
greatest fulfillment.  I must also add that working with members to discern their gifts and supporting 
them on their spiritual journey is equally exciting. Being invited to participate in the mile-stone 
moments in people’s lives – birth, baptism, confirmation, communion, marriage, illness, healing, and 
death are grace moments that in the end are most rewarding. 
 Thanks for letting me share the journey with you. Now, On our way rejoicing gladly let us go . . 
.Forward in Faith! 
 
 

 

Pastor Kurt Bockoven 2011 Annual Report  
 
 I am thankful for many things over the past year: the opportunity to serve another year at 
Immanuel, to share in the leadership as we seek to deepen our faith and our love for God, to share 
in the joys and sorrows of our members as we seek to deepen our relationships as a community, 
and to share in opportunities for ministry in the larger community as we seek to follow Jesus into the 
world; the opportunity to work with Pastor Tom, who has been incredibly supportive and affirming 
and from whom I have learned much about Immanuel’s ministries; the staff at Immanuel, for their 
commitment and joy in serving and their willingness to help one another; the committed leadership 
of the council as well as the faithfulness of the volunteers who serve in many seen and unseen 
ways; the members of this community, who have loved and supported me and whose expressions 
of gratitude have encouraged me in moments of doubt. 
 This past year has been a roller coaster for Immanuel.  We have celebrated 150 years of ministry 
and mission, which speaks volumes on our dedication in serving God’s work.  The high notes of this 
roller coaster, we have seen 38 baptisms of brothers and sisters that increase our church family.  
We have seen 11 weddings that created new families. We have seen 8 confirmation students be 
affirmed in their baptism creating a spiritual foundation as they explore individualities. We have seen 
members getting updated pictures for our overdue pictorial directory. 
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 However, we also have our low notes of our congregation which are we have seen 17 funerals 
as we remember those who died in our Lord.  As well as our senior pastor, Tom Jones, retiring after 
serving and leading our mission for 11 plus years at Immanuel.  We have had our high and low 
notes in our congregation.   
 This upcoming year will bring opportunities and challenges as our congregation transitions in our 
pastoral staff.  As I think of the road ahead I remember this scripture verse:  
 

“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 
that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Romans 12:2) 
 
 Also I think about words that are a part of our journey in this transition time: Change, Transition, 
and Transformation. The leaving of a pastor brings a change in pastoral leadership and in the life 
of the congregation. The journey becomes one in which there is a transition and opportunity for 
reflection and renewal as the congregation moves to reach out to discern where God is leading our 
congregation in the future and to work at healing the past. Transformation comes in the renewal 
experienced in the journey and in finding the pastor that works in our pastoral team ministry and 
brings a new era in our congregation.  
 I know that as Lutherans, it’s hard to accept change. We like that same routine and our comfort 
levels.  This year will push us to step out of our comfort zone and break old routines.  As a 
congregation, you are challenged to step up and help fill some of the void from Pastor Tom’s 
retiring.  Here is a chance for you to ask yourself, what can I do for Immanuel and even deepen my 
faith and have a closer relationship to God.  We need everyone to help Immanuel Lutheran church 
to stay in our mission and ministry of Christ.  If we all work together anything can be accomplished 
especially in Christ.   
 Just know that I am glad and proud to be a part of this journey of faith as we reach for the hope 
and promise God brings to us as faith-filled people. Read the reports that follow as they record your 
faithfulness in ministry. Celebrate what you have achieved. And look toward the new day God 
promises to you as Immanuel Lutheran Church. I am grateful to be a part of your journey! 
 
 
 

Church Council 2011 Report  
  
 The 2011 Church Council members were: Gene Budzine, Pete Burmeister, Karen Flage, John 
Gosse, Doug Peterschmidt, Kathy Robb, Daryl Roberts and John Tegler. Daryl Roberts served as 
congregational president. Doug Peterschmidt served as congregational vice president, Pete 
Burmeister as congregational secretary and Daryl Johnson as treasurer. Council members 
completing their terms at the end of 2011 were Pete Burmeister, Doug Peterschmidt and Daryl 
Roberts. 
 At the beginning of the Church Council year the devotions were led by Pastor Jones. Pastor 
Jones helped us to have a better understanding of the beginning books of the Old Testament. The 
mutual ministry committee was formed and the council, after forming the mutual ministry committee, 
decided it would be helpful to understand the workings of this committee. Therefore, in May we 
chose to use as our devotional the book “Pastor and People, Making Mutual Ministry Work”. Our 
study of this book was led by Pastor Bockoven. Those who agreed to serve on the mutual ministry 
committee are Micky Crawford, Audrey Hill, Jim Latwesen, Sandy Schneider and Bill Wolfgram. 
 At the time that Pastor Jones asked that his call be reduced to a ¾ time position as senior pastor 
he indicated that a profile committee should be formed in order to obtain a head start on selecting 
his replacement. A profile committee was appointed by the council whose members are Don Brown, 
Janny Budzine, Jennifer Eddy, Steve Elliott, Lisa Mestad and Daryl Roberts.  
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 The council was very privileged to work on a special event in this church year, the 150th 
anniversary of the church. The 150th anniversary committee was formed and was chaired by Wanda 
Haverkamp. Other members of the committee were Don Brown, Janny Budzine, Tammy Crawford, 
Darlene Esmoil, Heidi Gosse, John Gosse, Ron Lentzkow, Barb Siggelkov, and Jolene Jensen. Our 
150th anniversary event was held October 16, 2011, at Heartland Acres. The liturgy and hymn 
singing were led by a polka band. Over 400 people attended our church service and we all had a 
wonderful experience. Wanda Haverkamp and all of the committee members are to be commended 
for all their hard work and dedication in arranging for a wonderful spiritual experience at our 150th 
anniversary celebration. 
 Pastor Jones announced that he would be retiring on January 31, 2012, and his last day of work 
was November 30, 2011. As regrettable as this was, the council proceeded to start to work with the 
Synod to seek his replacement. The profile committee is meeting to prepare a profile of the church 
and a profile of the pastor whom we would call to fill the vacancy. 
 The congregation held its annual meeting on Sunday, November 20, 2011, at which the 2012 
balanced budget was approved. There was much discussion about the budget. The council did not 
provide for a youth director as the council did not feel that funds were available to hire a youth 
director. This position will be reviewed on an annual basis depending upon the funds of the church. 
The preschool program was also discussed and the viability of continuing with the preschool 
program in the fall of 2012. At the time that the budget was approved there were indications that the 
preschool program would be self-supporting and the preschool program should continue. The 
budget was continually on the council’s agenda during the 2011 church year.  
 I would like to thank the congregation, the council, all committee members, the pastors and the 
church staff for helping me in my role as congregational president. May God bless and have the 
Holy Spirit at work within the pastors, council, committees and the congregation as we are carrying 
out our ministry for the Lord. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Daryl Roberts 
2011 Congregational President 
 
 
 

 
Endowment Committee 2011 Report 

 

2011 Endowment committee members:  Brian Meyer -Chairperson/Treasurer, Dolph Leytze, 
Harold Schneider, Angie Miller, Steve Elliott and Pete Burmeister, Council Rep. 

Your Endowment Committee along with the entire Immanuel Lutheran Church body 
continued our “celebration” as gifts and grants were made from your Endowment Fund.  During 
2011 your Fund contributed to the following: 
 

Outreach Recipients: 
 
EWALU Camperships 500.00 
ILC, April, 2011   
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Gifts Received-Memorials 
 
Gloria Bantz 10.00 
Melvin Fank 10.00 
Albert Kimler 500.00 
 
Total $520.00 
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Evangelism Committee 2011 Report 
 
 Members:  Don Brown, Pat Gates, Georgia Gray, Roger Oline and Karen Flage (Council 
Representative) 
 Meeting time: 2nd Sunday of month at 9:25 AM 
 
We adopted three goals: 
 1. Attempt to reach newcomers to the community 
 2. Encourage prayer 
 3. Encourage increased attendance in church 
 
These goals were addressed by doing the following: 
 1. Provided an attractive brochure about Immanuel to Independence Chamber of Commerce to        
distribute to newcomers to Independence 
 2. Provided an updated prayer request form in pews 
 3. After meeting with Jennifer Eddy and Shalon Frye we took their suggestions on how to get 
younger couples more involved in church. We hired two women (Casey Allen, Janet Shannon) to 
staff the nursery during the Sunday School hour and the 10:30 service. During the Sunday School 
hour “moms” meet in the Fireside Room to visit and discuss how Immanuel can be beneficial to 
young families. We will continue to offer this service and evaluate it in 2012. 
 
We have new goals in mind for 2012. Much needs to be done to draw more people to Immanuel. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Georgia Gray 
 
 
 

Fellowship Committee 2011 Report 
 

Committee members for 2011 were Ed and Sue Gipper, Donny and Paula Fleming, Ron and 
Sue Oline, John and Heidi Gosse, and Craig and Janna Coffman.  

The committee supplied and served Fellowship/Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings and decorated 
the church for the Advent/Christmas season. The committee also organized the pictorial directory 
taken by Lifetouch Church Directories and Portraits in September. Approximately 210 church 
members participated in this event honoring our 150th anniversary of ministry. 

Fellowship Expense Checkbook signature card, Paula Fleming will remain the primary signature 
for 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Fleming 

Chairperson 
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IWELCA 2011 Annual Report  
 
 Bold Women’s Day celebrated 2/26 & 2/27/11. Litany was read at all three services by Immanuel 
women. 
 Community Lenten Luncheon served on 3/24/11. 
 Spring In-Gathering for Lutheran World Relief for Clusters 4, 5, 6 &7 at Immanuel on 4/9/11. 
Coffee and rolls served to drivers bringing LWR items to the semi from 8:00 – 11:00 AM. and to 
guests attending the In-Gathering meeting. Noon luncheon served by Immanuel WELCA. Ron Oline 
and employees from CPS provided help for loading the semi with Lutheran World Relief items from 
all four Clusters. Kathy Scharnhorst, Cluster V1 secretary collected the trucking fee from each unit 
bringing items and a spread sheet to keep a running tally of what was loaded on the truck. We also 
learned the new changes in LWR kits for 2012. These are listed in Immanuel WELCA yearbook 
pages 9-12. 
 Graduation gifts presented to graduates during Fellowship coffee hour on 5/29/11. 
 NE Iowa Synodical Women’s Convention at Wartburg College 6/18/11 was attended by 4 gals 
from Immanuel. 
 Immanuel Women’s meeting 6/20/11 was hosted by Shalom circle. Program by Waterloo Office 
of NE IA Food Bank and a presentation by Lisa Mestad “How to Feel Healthy & Youthful with 
Nutrition, Exercise and more. 
 Triennial Gathering for Women of the ELCA was in Spokane, WA July 14-17 and attended by 
Betty Kress and Marie Bushkofsky. This was a wonderful event and we will remember this for some 
time and encourage more to attend. This is held at a different location every three years and 
planned by the Women of the ELCA office headquarters in Chicago. There were 2,000 women in 
attendance including several from the NE IA Synod that we knew.  
 Anita Putz has made gifts throughout the year for shut-ins and would like more help in delivering 
them. This is a wonderful project and they do enjoy the gifts and seeing the folks who deliver them. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry was started at Immanuel. To date 47shawls have been delivered. This is a 
great ministry for comfort and awareness of God’s presence in daily life. Anyone interested in 
making them can do so at home and place them in a marked box at church. A list is kept for all 
shawls delivered. Yarn can be donated or purchased by Immanuel WELCA board. Let the church 
office know if you wish to donate or need yarn. 
 10/10/11 Faith circle hosted a ladies evening event showing the film “Pray the Devil Back to Hell” 
featuring Leymah Gbowee, a Lutheran Liberian peace activist and one of the three Nobel Peace 
Prize winners. This was purchased at the Triennial in July for Immanuel WELCA to see. 
A cook book for the 150th celebration of Immanuel was compiled by a committee of women from 
Immanuel. We still have cook books available and can be purchased at the church office. Thanks 
gals for all the work involved. 
 Fall LWR truck at Immanuel on 11/5/11 for Clusters 4, 5, 6 & 7. Coffee and rolls served to drivers 
bringing items. We were pleased on the number of folks that came in and enjoyed the fellowship 
with us. 
 Immanuel’s donations to LWR in 2011: Quilts 150, sewing kits 16, Layettes 82, school kits 117, 
health kits 45, bars of soap 56. 
 Immanuel WELCA annual Thankoffering 11/12 & 11/13/11 with Immanuel gals participating in a 
Litany at this time. This offering goes to WELCA headquarters in Chicago to support their office for 
the many publications etc. provided to us. This is an important event for them and us. All church 
WELCA units contribute to this annual Thankoffering. Thanks to all from Immanuel who contributed. 
Immanuel has a quilting group that meets weekly starting in the fall, Takes time off in December and 
stops just before Easter. 
 Immanuel women have many stewardship projects throughout the year including: Mercy Ship, 
Malaria nets, quilts, Health, sewing, school, fabric, layette kits & soap for Lutheran World Relief, 
clothing for local elementary school children, purchased gifts for a family through Volunteer Co-op, 
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mitten tree, Koats for Kids, food pantry, cookies for blood bank, clothing for 4 Oaks children twice a 
year, get well cards to hospitalized members, birthday parties at 3 Care Centers. 
Helped with Farewell for Pastor Tom and Kaye, collected pennies for Poverty, furnished food for 
funerals and cleaned kitchen. 
 Immanuel WELCA gave monetary gift for the new young mother’s group meeting on Sunday 
morning during Sunday School. New books added to church library. 
 The Lutheran Woman Today magazine has a new name.  Now known as “Gather.” This makes it 
more like ecumenical and not just for Lutherans. 
 
Immanuel WELCA Board 
Janice Abben, Secretary 
Marie Bushkofsky/Judy Pierce co-chairman 
 
 
 

Parish Ed Committee’s 2011 Accomplishments 
 

2011 committee members:  Kathy Hemsath-chairperson, Nikki Johnson, Cara Johnson, Bill 
Bohlken, Barb Siggelkov, Betty Giddings and John Gosse-council rep.   
 
 10+ missions donated to with Sunday School Offerings and dedicated funds 2010/2011 
 Handed out 50 wooden crosses to symbolize NEW LIFE during lent to students. 
 Lenten meal was successful, purchase new changing table for nursery. 
 Rotor purchased for Luther Hall, for better computer access for 6th 7th and 8th grades. 
 VBS Panamanian 
 VBS Missions 

o Donated monetary gift to EWALU 
o Collected flip flops and other used shoes to deliver to Hattie. 

 Purchased five Spark bibles for each rotation class 
 15 3yr old and 17 4th grade bibles were presented on Reformation Sunday 
 S. S.  Offering to start off the year collected enough for 10 nets for the malaria campaign 
 Christmas Program:  LO and Behold … Seeing is believing. Program offering to be dedicated 

to “One Another.”  Churches in our community help needy families.  
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank my committee members for all their hard work 

and dedication.  We as a small group have been fulfilling many responsibilities to work toward 
the success of our Sunday school and youth ministries.  I feel that our youth is very important 
to Immanuel.  We appreciate all the volunteers, whether it is a year, five week, or fill in 
commitment or giving of any type to help out.  Things sure have changed and continue to do 
so.  We try to keep our minds open while working towards our goal to educate and inspire our 
children’s faith.  I hope we continue to have our support of the parents and church family 
because that is what it takes to achieved success. 

 
Kathy Hemsath 
Parish Ed Chairman 
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Personnel Committee 2011 Annual Report  
 
The committee met several times during the year. The following areas related to personnel issues 
were the focus of our attention: 
 
1. Continued work on consolidating the Wee Care Policy and Procedures Manual with the 

Immanuel Lutheran Policy and Procedures Manual. Also, updated the Immanuel Lutheran Policy 
and Procedures Manual. Extensive time was spent on this, after which it was presented to the 
Church Council and approved. 

2. An exit interview was conducted with Pat Thomas, who had resigned as Organist and Senior 
Choir Director. Following the interview, we thanked Pat for her many years of faithful and 
outstanding contributions to the music ministry of Immanuel. 

3. Worked with Worship and Music Committee on securing a person to replace Pat Thomas as 
Choir Director. 

4. Worked on 2012 budget plan concerning paid staff, which was presented to the Church Council. 
5. Reviewed and updated the job description for the Contemporary Worship Coordinator. 
6. Discussed the Evangelism Committee’s proposal to hire a fulltime Nursery Attendant. 
7. Created job evaluation forms for all paid staff to be used prior to consideration of salary 

increases. 
8. Recommended that the Constitution and Bylaws should be updated to comply with the Policy 

and Procedures Manual that was approved.  
 

 
We are very appreciative of the fine staff that we have at Immanuel and thank them for their 
faithful service and willingness to give of themselves for the sake of the Gospel, above and 
beyond their compensation.  

 
Personnel Committee 
Diana Muchmore – Chairman 
Liz Kilgard – Vice Chairman                                                                                            
Ron Oline – Secretary 
 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Preschool Director’s Annual Report 2011 
 

2011 Board Members:  Nicole Beatty-chairperson, Katie Wolf, Kylie Clendenen, Amanda 
Johnson, and Gene Budzine-council rep. 

The Immanuel Lutheran Preschool has served as an outreach ministry for our church and 
community for the past twenty-three years. We continually strive to meet our goal of providing 
developmentally appropriate curriculums and spiritual nurturing which will help to realize the God-
given potential in each child that attends Wee Care Preschool. 

There have been many changes to our preschool this year. Our 4 year old sessions went from 4 
days a week to 5 days a week. This increased our amount of faith based education that we are 
allowed. We were excited to have more time to share God’s word with these children. We also had a 
decrease in attendance this year which required us to eliminate Kayla Hall’s associate position. We 
moved Linda Michael from preschool associate to 3 year old teacher to have a certified teacher in 
the 3 year old program. Trisha is now the preschool associate for both the 3 and 4 year old 
programs. 

By participating in the statewide preschool program, state money was given to supplies, 
trainings, and salaries for the teacher as well as the associate. We also will be getting new 
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computers for both the teacher and the students and will be ordering a Smart Board for the 
classroom. This took away the need for as much financial support from the church. Our board has 
always worked extra hard to help supplement the money received from the church through 
fundraisers and other sources such as Scholastic’s point system to buy books, collecting Milk Moola 
caps and bag tops from Kwik Star, and collecting Campbell soup labels. 

The Wee Care Preschool staff and board are made up of very dedicated people who work to 
maintain the high standards this community has come to expect from Wee Care. Current staff and 
preschool board members are Pastor Tom Jones, Kim Murray-Director/Teacher, Linda Michael- 3 
Year Old Teacher, Trisha King – Preschool Associate, Nicole Beatty-Chairperson, Kylie Clendenen-
Vice Chairperson, Amanda Johnson - Secretary, Gene Budzine - Church Council Representative, 
and Katie Wolf member at large. Amanda Johnson and Kylie Clendenen serve as parent 
representatives. 

Wee Care Preschool is a non-profit organization. We are truly grateful for the support of the 
church, the preschool families, and the community. We ask that the church and community keep 
Wee Care in their thoughts and prayers this coming year. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
Kim Murray 
Director/Teacher 
Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool 
 
 
 

Property Committee 2011 Report 
 
 2011 Committee members:  Gene Budzine-chairperson, Mark Nielsen, Gary Gissel, Jeff Ferres, 
Mike Hulseberg, John Gosse, and Nick Dennie-council rep. 
 

1. New Janitor/Groundskeeper hired (Roger Allen) after the resignation of Janet 
Ankerstjerne.  Agreed to combine the two positions 

2. Re-roofed area above office due to continuous leaks.  Work done by Lynch Roofing from 
Manchester, 15 year warranty. 

3. Purchased a lawn tractor in order to maintain the church grounds. 
4. Replaced: 

a. Carpet on the first floor of the parsonage 
b. Carpet in the north entrance of the church 
c. Two new furnaces Luther Hall 

5. Added two new air conditioners to Luther Hall 
6. Removed old garage on north side of the block to improve the aesthetic appearance of 

the church grounds. 
7. Built new garage/storage north of kitchen. 
8. Purchased new vacuum cleaner. 
9. Furnaces and Air conditioners were serviced in the fall and spring.  Carpets and tile floors 

were professionally cleaned in August. 
 

The committee looks forward to your suggestions and input for the betterment of our church. 
 
Gene Budzine  
Committee chairperson 
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Worship and Music Committee 2011 Annual Report 
 

 Worship and Music committee members for 2011 were. Ron Lentzkow, Tom Maximovich, Anita 
Putz, Audrey Hill Jan Abben. Pastors Tom Jones and Kurt Bockoven with Daryl Roberts as council 
representative. 
  Many changes happened in our musical family Amy Copenhaver had many children join Junior 
Choir. Wanda Haverkamp continues Our Bell Ringers with new members and time change for 
practicing. Georgia gray and Lavelle Wessels continued to play organ for 5:30 and 8 o'clock 
services. Sonia Himlie joined our piano accompanist for Junior, Senior and Contemporary services 
and Tom and Val Maximovich led Insight. Our long time Choir Director Pat Thomas resigned and 
she and her husband moved to Colorado. A farewell party was given for them. Than Chester was 
hired to replace her. 
  150 years as being a church was celebrated at Heartland Acres, with past and present ministers 
and past members invited with a silent auction, Polka service, good German food and Pastors 
Jones and Bockoven with Bishop Ullestad presiding and Holy Communion celebrated. Memories 
were recorded and pictures taken. A pictorial Directory was made of members of Immanuel as of 
2011. 
Alter Care Chairman Darlene Esmoil resigned her position after many years. Worship and Music will 
oversee it now. Pouring Chalice is being used now at 10:30 service after Pastor Bockoven trained 
the serving people. 
  Personnel Committee of Diana Muchmore, Liz Kilgard and Ron Oline set up guidelines and 
evaluations of our paid staff. A job well done. 
  Sunday school, Wee Care, Thankoffering, Lenten services and soup suppers, Christmas Eve, 
Music Fest, Weddings, funerals and baptisms were celebrated. 
  Last but not lease our Pastor Tom Jones retired from Ministry with Kaye and a potluck meal was 
celebrated with laughs tears and presents. We wish them the best. 
  2011 was a year of change to begin our next 150 years. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Abben 

 
150th Committee Report  

 
 Immanuel's Sesquicentennial Committee started having monthly meetings on May 19, 2010 
through November 9, 2011. Members serving on the committee were: Wanda Haverkamp, 
Chairperson, Tammy Crawford, Secretary, Janny Budzine, Don Brown, Jolene Jensen, Barb 
Siggelkov, Ron Lentzkow, John and Heidi Gosse.  
 Several celebratory and fund-raising events were held between Oct. 24, 2010 and the finale was 
an Oktoberfest Celebration for our 150th on October 16, 2011 at Heartland Acres Event Center.  
A Silent Auction was held and about 360 people attended the event. The Jim Busta Band with Mollie 
B. played for the Polka Service and throughout the afternoon for entertainment. Sunrise Catering 
was the caterer for the event.  
 At our final meeting on November 9, 2011, $2,854.36 in proceeds were donated to mission 
projects. The Buchanan County Food Bank, ELCA Horn of Africa Drought/Famine Relief and ELCA 
Good Gifts Campaign split the profits from the event and the Silent Auction. An entire "farm" was 
purchased through the ELCA Good Gifts Campaign. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wanda Haverkamp 
Chairperson 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Balance Sheet 12-31-11 

ASSETS       

Investment Center of Independence        

Money Market 1-1-11 13,161.74     

Gifts/Memorials 500.00     

Dividends/Interest 7,397.23     

Unit Investment Trust to MMA 13,772.34     

Educational Grants/Outreach Funds -7,760.00 27,071.31   

Fixed Income 1-1-11  35,422.00     

Change in account value -841.24 34,580.76   

Mutual Funds 1-1-11 68,558.99     

Change in account value -4,655.57 63,903.42   

Unit Investment Trust 1-1-11 15,234.00     

Change in account value -15,234.00 0.00   

Account Total     125,555.49 

        

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Policy 1-1-11 20,263.48     

Change in Account Value 5,172.41   25,435.89 

        

TOTAL ASSETS     $150,991.38 

      
 LIABILITIES       

Educational Grants 1-1-11 (40%) 54,934.62     

     40% Gifts/Donations/Life Ins Value Incr 2,268.97 57,203.59   

Outreach Funds 1-1-11 (60%) 82,402.35     

     60% Gifts/Donations/Life Ins Value Incr 3,403.44 85,805.79   

Endowment Fund Total     143,009.38 

        

Educational Grants 1-1-11 (40%) 3,696.28     

         Income 2,958.91     

Disbursements  -3,000.00 3,655.19   

        

Outreach Funds 1-1-11 (60%) 5,544.31     

Income  4,438.33     

Disbursements -4,750.00 5,232.64   

Grants & Funds Total     8,887.83 

        

Principal Preservation Account     2,405.00 

        

Retained Appreciation 1-1-11 3,658.05     

Change 12-31-11 -6,968.88     

Retained Appreciation-Investments     -3,310.83 

        

TOTAL LIABILITIES     $150,991.38 
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Immanuel WELCA Financial Report As Of Dec. 31, 2011 

            

2011 Income     2011 Expenditures     

Circle General Fund Offerings $1,258.80    2011 Cluster dues        $20.00 

General meeting offering $137.00    LWT and Gather Magazine   $98.80 

Pennies for Poverty (2 circles) $142.07    Kitchen   $54.80 

Thankoffering $987.00   Shut-in Gifts   $64.50 

Funerals $1,350.00   Quilting   $270.47 

Prayer shawl donations $70.00   Prayer Shawl   $112.91 

Kitchen donations $70.00   Love Offering   $25.00  

Lenten Luncheon $596.00   General Meeting Expense 
 

$305.03 

Cary Nielsen memorial $245.00   Graduation gifts 
 

$58.80 

Prairie Grace WELCA $37.63   Secretary Gift 
 

$50.00  

  (food for 2 ingatherings)     LWR Truck 
 

$40.00 

      Convention delegates 
 

$260.00 

Total Income $4,893.50   Connie Hallmark   $44.00 

      WELCA quarterly offering   $397.00 

      Lenten Lunch expense   $250.00 

      New checks   $34.30 

      Office expenses   $100.00 

   
Total 

 
$2,185.61 

      

      

      

            IWELCA Stewardship Offerings   
       Project Comfort (2010-2011)   $200.00 

      Food Pantry   $200.00 

      Christian Crusaders   $70.00 

      Bremwood   $500.00 

      Katie’s Fund   $25.00 

      Mercy Ships (Jen Peterschmidt)   $100.00 

      Pennies for Poverty   $142.07 

   
NEIS (Malaria nets) 

 
$100.00 

   
LSI 

 
$100.00 

   
Total 

 
$1,437.07 

      

      

   
Total Expenditures 

 
$3,622.68 

Circle Stewardship monies are not reflected on this report.   Their money is kept in the IWELCA 
account, but the Circles are in charge of the disbursements.  In January of 2011 I sent the IWELCA 
Stewardship money to causes the WELCA approved of after all the contributions were made at the 
end of 2010. 
 
Georgia Gray 
Treasurer   
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Annual Meeting Minutes 

November 20, 2011 

 
 The annual meeting was called to order by President Daryl Roberts at 9:20a.m. There were 78 
voting members signed in with a quorum of 75 necessary to conduct the business of the church. 
Pastor Tom Jones led devotions and prayer. 
 Wilbur Nielsen made a motion to approve the minutes of the annual meeting on Nov. 21, 2010. 
The motion was seconded by Ed Gipper. Gene Budzine made a correction in the paragraph 
discussing the hiring of a full time maintenance person by inserting the word "approximate" before 
the salary figure. Motion was approved. 
 The ballot from the nominating committee was presented by Daryl Roberts.  Motion made by Vic 
Ortner and seconded by John Flage to accept the ballot. Nominations from the floor were accepted 
as follows: Nicole Beatty for Council; Gene Budzine, Don Fleming, and John Tegler for property; 
Ron Lentzkow, and John Rice for Worship and Music, With these additions, the ballot was approved 
unanimously. 
 The budget was presented by treasurer Daryl Johnson. Motion made by Gloria Mohlis and 
seconded by Donna Hall to approve the budget as presented with a total operating expense of 
447,272.00. Discussion ensued about going to one pastor and/or alternatives for 2 full time pastors 
for carrying out the ministry of Immanuel. 
 Daryl Roberts presented the facts about financing the preschool and answered questions about 
contribution from the state. Decisions will have to be made by the council next spring after finances 
are more certain. 
 Daryl Roberts also reported that since we are in debt, a choice of using supply pastors rather 
than calling an interim pastor has been discussed by the council after council members asked 
opinions of some congregation members. The church is indebted approximately $18,000. 
Attendance is down from last year and some members expressed that past interims have not 
fulfilled their expectations. 
 Bringing young families into the church was voiced as a challenge for Immanuel. Shalon Frye 
reported on the new Moms group meeting during Sunday School hour. It is being seen as a positive 
in this direction. Some expressed the opinion that a youth director may also help.  
 The question was asked about anyone attending council meetings and Daryl assured the 
congregation that this is welcomed. 
 The budget was approved by unanimous vote. 
 The process of calling a new senior pastor was explained by President Daryl Roberts. The profile 
committee has been appointed by the council and has begun its work. The committee consists of 6 
members and any outside input is welcome. A representative from the Synod Office will meet with 
the council in Jan 2012.  When the profile is completed, a call committee will be appointed by the 
council. 
 
The closing prayer was led by Pastor Kurt Bockoven. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Flage 

Secretary pro tem 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2012 Special Mission Offerings 

 

Mission  Goal 
 
March-April Lutheran Services of Iowa $2,000 
Ash Wednesday/Lent 
 
April  World Hunger/Disaster Relief $1,500 
Holy Week/Easter 
 
May  Missionary Sponsorship $1,000 
                           Pastor Dirk & Sarah Stadtlander Benevolence 
 
 
June  Pastor’s Discretionary Fund $1,000 
 
 
September  NEIS Fund for Leaders in Mission $1,000 
    
  
 
October  Chaplaincy Program $1,000 
 University of Iowa Hospitals    Benevolence 
  
     
November  ILCW Thankoffering 
 
 
November  World Hunger $2,000 
Thanksgiving 
 
 
December  EWALU Bible Camp $2,500 
Christmas 
 
 

(Missionary Sponsorship and Fund for Leaders in Mission are budgeted 
benevolences and will receive whichever is greatest, the goal amount or total 
contributed during the year.  The other listed ministries will receive what is donated 
during the year.) 
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