
Wow!  It’s August already.  I’m not ready for this.  Summer just started.  I haven’t finished all of 

my summer projects yet.  But here it is, the end of summer and the beginning of another school 

year. 

As I look back on my summer so far it has been great.  I’ve been to Belize with Rachel, Houston 

with Gina and 9 of Immanuel’s high schoolers, and to the Grand Canyon with my family.  It 

takes a lot of planning to make all of those trips happen and each one of them was worth all the 

work that went into them.  But those trips are all done and it’s time to get ready for the fall. 

I wonder what you look forward to in the fall.  Is it the changing colors of the trees? The cooler 

weather? The kids going back to school? Football? The World Series?  I look forward to all of 

those things.  I believe that fall is my favorite season. 

As the start of the new school year approaches, we have been busy working out schedules for 

moving kids to college and adjusting to mom and dad being the only drivers in the house again.  

We have also been busy getting ready for the beginning of the new Sunday School year, starting 

up Confirmation, and all of the other things that are going to happen here at Immanuel. 

It is really exciting to plan and dream about the future of this church.  Looking back at where 

this congregation has come from to get to where it is now helps me to see what we need to 

focus on for the future.  We know what we’re good at and we know our strengths.  We also 

know what we’re not so good at. 

One of the areas I am going to focus on this fall is communication.  Communication, I believe, is 

vital to any organization, especially if we want to continue to improve the health of this 

congregation and keep growing. 

We have recently realized that we need to communicate more than the ‘what’ and ‘when’ of all 

the programming here, but also the ‘how’ and the ‘why’.  For example, we let you all know 

about the 36 kids we sent to EWALU this summer, but we did not let you know that we were 

able to give camperships covering at least part of every camper’s costs, totaling $4,855.  How?  

The people of Immanuel generously donated all that money.  That money did not come out of 

our budget, it was over and above what people normally give.  Why?  Because summer Bible 

camps help children build a deeper relationship with God and the people of Immanuel have a 

heart for summer camp. 

That is just one little example of what I think you should know.  This congregation is more than 

Sunday morning worship or building up our youth.  We do a great job at those things but our 

purpose is greater than that.  Our purpose is to serve the Lord in how we LOVE, LIVE, and GIVE. 

So as we move into this new programming year, the staff and I will be changing the way we 

communicate and the content of our communications with you.  Some things might look a little 

different but it is my intention to show you how God is at work at Immanuel why that work is 

important. 



If you have any questions about anything concerning Immanuel, please let me know.  I don’t 

know what you don’t know and the only way I’ll know is if you tell me.   

Enjoy what’s left of this summer.  You’ll be hearing from me soon. 


