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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Rev. Greg DeBoer 
pastor@immanuelindee.com 

Home: (319) 332-1225 
 

Church Office 
Telephone: (319) 334-2511 

Fax: (319) 334-4596 
Office Hours: 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Monday 

9:00 am- 4:00 pm 
Tuesday-Friday 

 
Immanuel Servant Leaders: 

Congregational President: 
Erin Kelchen 309-236-1624 

Congregational Vice-President 
Aaron Losey 319-929-0896 
Congregational Secretary: 

Paula Fleming 319-334-6101 
Congregational Treasurer: 

Daryl Johnson 319-334-6310 
Council Members: 

Dennis Enright 563-451-8922 
Brea Bader  319-269-2628 

Emily Cahalan  319-231-1331 
Travis Mestad 563-210-4072 

Beverly Leisinger 319-939-4476 
Bill Isham 210-602-3816 
Weôre here to serve you. 

 
Staff: 

Gina DeBoer 
Youth Director 

youthdirector@immanuelindee.com 

Nicole Schmitz 
Preschool Director/Teacher 

weecare4@immanuelindee.com 
Kristi Price 

Associate Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Even 

Preschool Teacher 
weecare3@immanuelindee.com 

Lanette Simons 
Associate Preschool Teacher 
Roberta Hinman/Julayne Muller 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
office@immanuelindee.com 

Roger Allen 
Custodian 

Jody DeBoer 
Organist/Pianist 
Amanda Fisher 

Jr. Choir Director 
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 As I write this, a few people from Immanuel and the area have just returned 

from their mission trip to Belize where they painted a school, gave shoes and 

socks to school kids, met some wonderful Belizeans, and experienced Godôs 

grace first-hand.  I have not had a chance to talk to them yet, but I did follow them 

on Facebook and I witnessed, from a distance, God at work. 

 As I write this, I am less than 24 hours from being on a plane and heading to 

Belize myself.  I, too, will have the opportunity to bless some school kids with 

shoes and socks.  I will get to meet some of the poorest of the poor and offer them 

some of Godôs hope.  I will sit in the audience as a group of 8
th
 graders graduate 

from one of the schools I visited last year.  I will see God at work in a countryside 

inhabited with howler monkeys and iguanas and many wonderful people.  I will 

also feel God working in me.  I know.  I have been there before. 

  As I write this, there are churches all over the world who are struggling with 

their livelihood.  They donôt understand why their pews arenôt full anymore.  They 

wonder what happened to the good old days when the church was the center of 

all community activities.  They begin to focus on just staying alive ï on paying the 

bills and keeping their doors open.  Not all of these struggling churches are small.  

Some are quite large and have lost so many members their once lively and       

energetic sanctuaries now seem more like empty and echoing tombs. 

 As I write this, scholars and theologians and bishops and pastors are praying 

and planning for the future of the church.  The church is changing and it is a scary 

time for those of us who love the church.  Priorities have changed.  Technology 

has changed the people.  Researchers and statisticians look for solutions, but, 

still, the church is in decline all over the world. 

 As I write this, Jesus has not stopped loving the church.  Jesus has not stopped 

loving his people.  In Hebrews 13:8, the author says, ñJesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever.ò  Jesus hasnôt changed.  God hasnôt changed.  

There is still grace and mercy and love in abundance flowing from above. 

 As I write this, God continues to work in and through the church.  People are 

coming to know Christ.  Sinners are experiencing forgiveness.  New life is given 

through hope. 

 As you read this, it is my prayer that you will experience the power of the Holy 

Spirit moving you to understand that the church is at its greatest ï its most      

powerful ï when the focus is placed on those outside the walls of an established 

sanctuary.  The church is healthiest when it moves among the homeless and the 

helpless to bring joy and hope.  I know that the people of Belize appreciate all that 

we do for them, but we donôt have to leave the country to see people in need.  We 

only need to open our eyes. 

 As you finish reading this, make the future of the church your prayer ï that the 
world, starting right here in Independence, would come to know the grace of our 
Lord.  Then let God move you. 
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...  

Shoe Distribution in Belize with YouCan Missions Team 1 

Give 

Live 

Love 

Pastor Greg with YouCan Missions Team 2 

Shoe Crew at the Mayan ruins in Belize 

SWAG Summer Stretch kids serve at the fairgrounds 

Junior WIYLDE event 

BLAST service day at the Food Pantry 
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YouCan Missions Team 1 with the 

Santa Elena Jaguar Scout Troop  

SWAG Summer Stretch kids serve at the fairgrounds C
a
m
p
e
r
 
s
e
n
d
o
f
f
 
S
u
n
d
a
y

 


