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What Do Pastors Talk About?
For a few days this last week, I had the privilege of gathering with nearly 300 of the
ELCA pastors in the three synods of Iowa. We gathered in Des Moines as we do every
few years to renew friendships, talk about the Church, and maybe even learn a little bit.
It seems to me, that the best discussions happen outside the conference room, in the
comfy chairs set around a table where we openly discuss our hopes and fears, our joys
and our challenges, of parish ministry and the future of the church.
I thought I would take this time to share a little about what pastors talk about when
they get together. Sometimes we talk theology. Sometimes we talk about surveys and
trends and numbers. Sometimes we complain. Sometimes we brag. And sometimes we
just talk.
The theme of this meeting had to do with Faith Formation. For most people, faith
formation refers to confirmation and Sunday School and the transfer of knowledge from
student to teacher. But faith formation is much more than that. Faith formation doesn’t
stop when someone is confirmed. Faith formation is more than knowledge. Our faith is
always being formed and reformed. Our faith is challenged in difficult times and our faith
is deepened in our wrestling with God. Faith is more than knowledge; it is also
experience and how we live with the knowledge we have of God and Jesus and what
happened on the cross.
Sitting in some comfy chairs in the lobby, I was also involved in a deep and serious
conversation about the centrality of worship in the Lutheran tradition. This was a good
conversation. We listened as much as we talked. We challenged each other and
encouraged each other. And in the end, we agreed (mostly) about Luther’s
understanding of corporate worship and the role context and custom plays in the local
congregation.
There were also conversations about the future of the ELCA. These are hard
conversations. Numbers and trends are not very encouraging. And what I took from
these discussions is that most pastors fall into two camps: those who believe there is no
hope for the future of the ELCA and those, like me, who aren’t convinced that God has
given up on us. We must remember that this is God’s Church; we must listen to the
urging of the Holy Spirit.
I believe the ELCA is alive and well in Iowa. I believe the gospel is at the heart of
what we do. I also believe that when we engage in open and honest discussions with
each other, our hearts and minds are opened to the heart and mind of God. It’s the
relationships – healthy and respectful relationships – that allow us to be the whole church
to all people.
So, I ask you to remain faithful in your prayers for the greater Church. There is hope,
for our hope is in the Lord.

Rev. Greg DeBoer
pastor@immanuelindee.com
Home: (319) 332-1225
Church Office
Telephone: (319) 334-2511
Fax: (319) 334-4596
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Congregational President:
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Congregational Treasurer:
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Dennis Enright 563-451-8922
Brea Bader 319-269-2628
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Watch this week’s worship
service on Indytel Cable
Channel 25 Fridays at
approx. 9:00 am
To receive a digital copy of
this newsletter e-mail the
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office@immanuelindee.com
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...

Bible presentations on Rally Sunday

Bible presentations on Rally Sunday

Love

Rally Sunday Activities

Live

LWR school kit assembly on Rally Sunday
for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” project

LWR school kit assembly on Rally Sunday
for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” project

Assembled school kits

Give
Gina leading the Wee Care kids in their first singing time
during chapel

Pastor Greg and Myles
Thein
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Prayer Concerns
September Prayers for: Carol Smith, Deb
Grundeman, Craig Fisher, Deana Miller, Nora Isley,
Pat Ferres, Jon Marks (Don & Connie Brown‘s
grandson),Tom Harland, Sandee Tudor, Makenna
Burmeister, Bishop & Ruth Ullestad, and the future
of Immanuel.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane,
Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of
John & Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St.
Cameron, NC 28426.
 Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny
Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), PO Box
4066, Killeen, TX 76540.
Congratulations to:
 Don & Connie Brown on their 59th wedding
anniversary on October 8th.
 Kevin & Nikki Sidles on their 20th wedding
anniversary on October 9th.
 Jerry & Carol Jensen on their 58th wedding
anniversary on October 14th.
 Ron & Judy Pierce on their 19th wedding
anniversary on October 19th.
 James & Janet Hansen on their 35th wedding
anniversary on October 27th.
 Daryl & Barbara Roberts on their 35th wedding
anniversary on October 27th.
 Thomas & Judy Harland on their 55th wedding
anniversary on October 31st.

September Pastoral Acts
Funeral:
 Jim Siggelkov, who passed away on Monday, July
29, 2019. A local memorial service was held on
Saturday, September 7, 2019 here at Immanuel
with Rev. Greg DeBoer presiding.
 Scott Naylor, who passed away on Tuesday,
September 17, 2019. Services were held on
Saturday, September 21, 2019 here at Immanuel
with Rev. Greg DeBoer presiding.
Wedding:
 Nicholas & Katelin Dennie were united in marriage
on Saturday, September 28, 2019 with Rev. Greg
DeBoer officiating.

Serving…
October Ushers
8:00 Robert Muchmore, Craig Coffman, Mike
Hulseberg, Wilbur Nielsen (C)
10:30 Brian Kelchen (C), Erin Kelchen, __________,
__________

October 6
Lector: 8:00 Amanda Fisher
10:30 Heidi Gosse
Acolyte: 8:00 Katie Johnson
10:30 Grace Lee
Communion: 8:00 Jerald & Judy Latwesen, Ashlee
Parker
10:30 Sheri Foster, Tom Johnson, Ed Gipper
Altar Care: Ron & Susan Oline
Greeters: 8:00 Scott & Kathy Hemsath & family
10:30 Heather Thimmesch & family

October 13
Lector: 8:00 Kathy Hemsath
10:30 Bev Leisinger
Acolyte: 8:00 Ella Stahr
10:30 Zach Sidles
Communion: 8:00 Joe & Amanda Fisher, Keith Wilcox
10:30 Paula Fleming, Jill Bohlken, Brian
Kelchen
Altar Care: Judy Pierce & Bonnie Nelson
Greeters: 8:00 Harold & Sandy Schneider
10:30 Ron & Susan Oline

October 20
Lector: 8:00 Jolene Jensen
10:30 ____________
Acolyte: 8:00 Tyler Wieland
10:30 Darek Kayser
Communion: 8:00 Gene & Janny Budzine, Dverg
Krantz
10:30 Sheri Foster, Tom Johnson, Ed Gipper
Altar Care: Judy Pierce & Bonnie Nelson
Greeters: 8:00 Vince & Pam O’Loughlin
10:30 Andrew & Latisha Smith

**Note: There is only ONE service on October 27**
October 27 Reformation Sunday
Lector: 9:00 Connie Brown
Acolyte: 9:00 Gavin Mestad
Communion: 9:00 Doug & Ann Peterschmidt, Ashlee
Parker
Altar Care: Judy Harland & Shirley Allen
Greeters: 9:00 Julene Lee & Pat Gates

On All Saints Day (November 3, 2019), Immanuel will recognize all of the saints of our congregation. This
includes the newly baptized, new members, and those saints that have gone on before us. If you or anyone in
your family isn’t baptized or if you are considering joining, or in the past year have joined, our Immanuel family,
please come to a meeting on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, at 6:30pm. This meeting will be held in the
sanctuary and we will be discussing baptism and membership at Immanuel. If this meeting time does not work for
you, please talk to Pastor Greg and we’ll work something out.

4

Youth Happenings...
SWAG (Starting With an Awesome God)
5th & 6th Grade







Weds, Oct 2, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Thurs, Oct 3, 3:30-5:00 pm, move books at library
Weds, Oct 9, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Weds, Oct 16, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Weds, Oct 23, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Weds, Oct 30, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG

BLAST (Bible Learning And Serving Together)
7th and 8th graders

Weds, Oct 2, 7:00 pm, Confirmation
Sun, Oct 6, 3:00 pm, move books at library
Weds, Oct 9, 7:00 pm, Confirmation
Weds, Oct 16, NO BLAST
Sun, Oct 20, 2:00 pm, Trick or Treat for Canned Goods, meet
at the church at 1:30 pm
 Weds, Oct 23, 7:00-9:00 pm, BLAST Scavenger Hunt
 Weds, Oct 30, 7:00 pm, BLAST






FORCE (Forming Our Relationships
with Christ and Each other)
High School Students





Sun, Oct 6, 1:00 pm, FORCE—Destination Unknown
Sun, Oct 13, 2:00 pm, Grandparents, Games, & Goodies
Sun, Oct 20, 7:00 pm, FORCE
Sun, Oct 27, 10:30 am, Reformation Rally, FORCE serves
brunch

All Grandparents and Grandfriends are invited to join the
FORCE youth for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Bunco will
start around 2:00 pm with a short break for snacks between
rounds of dice. The game is easy to learn and simple to play
while talking and laughing with each other. The youth will be
providing the goodies and prizes. Please sign up on the board
in the narthex and plan on having lots of fun at our 5th Annual
Grandparents, Games, & Goodies event! (Friends of the youth
and friends of the grandparents are welcome to join in the fun!)

RPG Practices:

Sun, Oct 20 @ 6:00 pm
Anyone interested in joining
RPG, please contact Gina!

Be In The Know:
Youth Group Messages & Updates…
SWAG, text @SWAG2511 to 81010
BLAST, text @BLAST2511 to 81010
FORCE, text @FORCE2511 to 81010
Jr Choir, text @ilcjrchoir to 81010
Sr Choir, text @SRCHOIR2511 to 81010
RPG, text @RPG2511 to 81010
Sunday School, text @ilcss to 81010
Adult Confirmation Partners, text
@ilcpartner to 81010

Save your POP CANS and
BOTTLES!!
Pop cans and bottles are now being
collected at Pop-A-Top Redemption
(the one by Bill’s) for the Immanuel
Youth Groups. Drop your 5¢
recyclables off there and ask for the
refund to go to Immanuel Youth.
Thanks in advance for your support!

College Student Addresses

If you have a child in college, please update
their address with us ASAP! You can stop
by the office or see Gina DeBoer with their
updated address. Thank you!

Back by popular demand - Wednesday night meals
Each Wednesday from 5:45-6:45pm there will be an open meal to students (and adults) who need to eat and
take some time for fellowship (or homework). We know many of the students go from one commitment to
another on Wednesdays (such as JR Choir to Confirmation class) and want to provide this meal to help them
take care of themselves. If you are interested in serving a Wednesday night meal or you would like to donate
food (or funds) to a meal, please contact Gina DeBoer at youthdirector@immanuelindee.com or call the
church office at 334-2511. Many thanks for supporting this vital ministry!

Corner...

Recently I was in conversation with some youth and they shared with me how crazy their
schedules are; specifically, on Wednesdays. They shared how they go from morning
practice or rehearsal to school, to more practice/rehearsals, then to confirmation, and finally home to work on
homework. They wonder how it is they can keep their schedules straight, get everything done, and have time to
sleep. I heard them loud and clear. I heard their desire to want to please everyone. I heard their hope to be the
best. I heard their struggle of FOMO (fear of missing out). Sound familiar? I think we all have these life struggles in
one way or another. Jesus says, “Come to me and I will give you rest.” That seems so easy, but do we do it? Can
we model for our kids and encourage them to rest in the arms of Jesus? To show them that the pressures of this
world are huge and great, but God’s love for them is even greater. Can we help them trust in Jesus and know that
He won’t leave them out? Can we help them see that He loves them just as they are? What does modeling this
love look like? Maybe a Wednesday meal? A hug? A pat on the back with a well done (even when they didn’t get
1st place or 100%)? A ride to the next event? Sitting with them while they do homework? Acknowledgement of
their feelings? Bringing them to worship to be refilled? Whatever it is, know that I am here to help. I want the
students (and everyone) to know the church is a safe place. A place to be you. A place to rest. A place to share
your struggles and talk through them. A place to be loved. As one student added to the conversation, “Even
though Wednesdays are terribly busy, I love that I get to come to church mid-week. It helps me finish my week
and make it until Sunday when I can come back here again.” Now that is what we want everyone to feel! To know
that Jesus fills us up and keeps us going even when times are crazy and the pressures are overwhelming. Rest in His
arms today and always!

Youth Director’s
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Reformation Rally
It’s Shoebox time!
A time to LIVE the way God asks us to by showing
our LOVE to those less fortunate than us. GIVE a
shoebox full of gifts, necessities, and prayers today!
Immanuel will again be filling shoeboxes for the
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child
project. Empty boxes will be available at church
starting Sunday, October 27th. Full boxes are due
to church by Sunday, November 17th. The FORCE
youth will be doing their shopping and shoe box
packing party on Sunday, November 10th. Any
monetary donations you would like to contribute
(through giving envelopes) to their shopping must
be given by Sunday, November 10th. Cash
donations accepted through November 10th. If you
have any questions about this project, please
contact Gina DeBoer.

On Reformation Day, Sunday, October 27th,
the Immanuel Lutheran FORCE youth group
will be hosting our 5th annual Reformation
Rally. There will be one worship service at
9:00am followed by various Reformation themed activities
and projects at different locations throughout the church.
The Reformation Brunch will begin at 11:00. There will also
be a silent auction that will open on Sunday, October 13. All
proceeds from the brunch (free-will donation) and the silent
auction will go to future youth mission trips.

Silent Auction Items
If you have items to donate to our Annual Reformation Silent
Auction, please contact Gina DeBoer. Items to be donated
for the silent auction should be to the church no later than
Saturday, October 11th.

Sunday School News
Sunday School is off to a great start this year and on Rally Sunday, we presented Bibles to 3 year old nursery children
and 3rd & 4th grade students. The 1st graders received their catechisms. Thank you to all who sponsored a bible for the
children, you are a blessing to them. Many other fun activities took place on Rally Sunday including playing BINGO with the
congregation. Other unique changes happening this year is Ashlee Parker joining our group teaching music to the children
and Gina teaching the 7th/8th graders in the new Youth Room. There are 70 children registered so far this year and we
need all the children to register. Registrations are still being accepted in the church office.
The children completed an art project called the “God’s Work, Our Hands” tree this year, so please stop by the church
hallway and see the children’s handiwork (their hands). In partnership of IWELCA ladies this year, we collected over 50
plus school kits for Lutheran World Relief on Rally Sunday. Sunday School offerings this year will go to Operation
Christmas Child, EWALU Camp, and Ronald McDonald House. Offerings will be posted on our “God’s Work, Our Hands”
tree. We truly want the children to have an exciting experience here at Immanuel learning and sharing God’s Word.
Lastly, please thank the teachers who are volunteering their time to teach the students; they are all “treasures” of this
congregation. If anyone is interested in helping with
Date
Events
Sunday School, please let me know.
October 27, 2019
NO SUNDAY SCOOL—Reformation Rally
Blessings,
Roberta Hinman, Sunday School Superintendent
November 24, 2019
Christmas Program practice begins
December 15, 2019

10:30 - Christmas Program
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Wanted:
Volunteers to assist with the
power point/slide show for
Sunday services at 8:00 am and
10:30 am, beginning September 8th. If
we have enough volunteers, we would use
a rotating schedule so you would not have to
help every Sunday. If you are a high school
student, this would apply toward your volunteer
hours. There will be training for everyone
interested. Please contact Tom or Val Maximovich,
vntmax@indytel.com or call 319-334-4231.

In the community...

Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a Good Pair of Mittens
Far too often, children arrive at LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood
Residential Treatment Centers with very little in their possession.
We give thanks for Iowa congregations who faithfully respond to
these needs, year after year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on
your loving support to meet the demands for winter apparel for
children and youth at Beloit and Bremwood. Children in
residential treatment have little control over their lives, so it’s
important for us to give children the opportunity, when possible, to
shop for their new coat or mittens. Because of this, we ask that
you please not donate articles of clothing. With your generous
financial donation, many children will have the simple joy of
choosing their new coat, knowing that they are loved and
cherished.
If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSI
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all
ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins,
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
“Thank You, God”
Every week, when 8-year-old Chase met with LSI’s Pastor Dennis
Bauer, he would ask to pray for “the same old thing: to find a
good, loving forever family.”

We want to thank Pastor DeBoer for his
thoughtfulness and support, Mary Kay Miller
and Mary Kay Johnson for the music. The
women of the church for the lunch & everyone
who sent gifts of money, cards, prayers and
all friends and family who attended the
memorial service for our son and brother.
~Barb Siggelkov & Martha Heinze

Independence Annual
“Trick or Treat for Canned Goods”
Sunday, October 20, 2019 starting at 2:00 pm.
Please put donation bag with food in plain view on
your doorstep by 2:00 pm so area church youth can
see it from the street.
See the Independence Area Food Pantry Facebook
page for current list of items needed.

Chase is in third grade. But in his young life, he has already
experienced trauma most of us cannot fathom. When Chase was
6, he was removed from his home and his mother’s parental rights
were terminated. He felt confused, terrified, and shocked. Chase
struggled to cope with his anger and emotions. He acted out and
became physically aggressive. Chase needed help, and LSI’s
Beloit Residential Treatment Center in Ames offered that help.
After arriving at Beloit, Chase quickly became involved in LSI’s
voluntary Spiritual Life program, where he participates in faithbased activities like art and music. Through regular meetings with
Pastor Dennis, Chase says he is focusing on his faith and
“trusting in God and saying prayers.”
Outside of Spiritual Life, Chase is also learning healthy skills
through group therapy to help him cope on the difficult days.
Now, Chase is thriving. His confidence is building every day, and
he has big plans for his future. He wants to be a surgeon when he
grows up, and he dreams of learning to bake and do
woodworking. And the immediate future is looking pretty bright,
too: Chase is in the process of being adopted.
During a recent visit with Pastor Dennis, Chase prayed a different
prayer: “Thank you, God, for giving me a family.”
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Wee Care Preschool
We have already been in classes for one month!
Students are making friends, learning the routine and
rules, having fun, and learning. The school year is off
to a great start! Miss Gina and Pastor Greg have
volunteered to do music and chapel for our students
weekly again this year! The students enjoy this time
where they get to come together and learn with both
classes. We have much more planned for this year and
are excited to have a great group of students to be
working with.
During the first full week of November, students will be
studying pumpkins. We have many learning
experiences planned around pumpkins and need some
help making it possible. If you grow pumpkins, see
them on sale after Halloween, or have extras, please
consider donating them to Wee Care Preschool. The
students enjoy this time very much! Donations can be
left in the office or brought to the preschool by Friday,
November 1. That way, we have time to purchase
pumpkins if needed. Our goal is to have 8-10 pumpkins
of various sizes, shapes, and textures. Thank you for
your help making this possible!
We would like to thank everyone that donated items to
the Giving Tree! There are still a couple of items that
we never got back. If you took an apple and did not
return the item, please bring it in at your earliest
convenience. Scholastic is a great program that
everyone benefits from using. Wee Care gets points for
every book ordered that we can use for supplies for the
classroom. To order, go to https://clubs.scholastic.com/
home and set up an account. You will have to enter
your name, email, and phone number as well as a
classroom code- ours is LVZN8. If it asks for a child’s
name, please put your name (the person ordering) so
that we know who to get the item to. Catalogs are
available online to look at or you can select the age or
grade level of the child you are shopping for. These
books are great for Christmas and birthday gifts! In
fact, Wee Care, with the support of those in the
community, will be purchasing a $1 book every month
for every child in our class to take home! We couldn’t
do any of this without your help and appreciate any
and all contributions. Thank you in advance for your
support in all of these programs!

Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4
Teacher,
Wee Care Preschool
weecare4@immanuelindee.com

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
3 & 4-year-old Registration
2019-2020 School Year
Do you know a child that will be three or four by
September 15, 2019?! Our preschool offers a
nurturing, Christian education that will help your
child develop all skills to reach their greatest
potential. Register today!
3-year-old Class
-Must be 3 by September 15, 2019
-Morning or Afternoon classes
available
-$25 registration fee
-$100 monthly tuition
-Scholarships available
-Classes meet Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday
4-year-old Class
-Must be 4 by September 15, 2019
-Morning or Afternoon classes
available
-$25 registration fee
-Free tuition!
-Classes meet Tuesday-Friday

Small Group Opportunities
Wednesday Morning Coffee & Conversation at
Em’s : 7:00 am for the men and 9:00 am for the
women. Grab a friend and come for coffee and
conversation.
Friday morning Bible study
We are working through the Bible together and
learning more about each other. Please bring
your Bible and join us for discussion in the
Fireside room from 9:00-10:00 am on Friday
mornings.
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Minutes/Actions
Church Council Minutes

August 21, 2019

The council meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by
President Erin Kelchen. Members present were Erin Kelchen,
Paula Fleming, Aaron Losey, Brea Bader, Emily Cahalan,
Travis Mestad, Bev Leisinger, Bill Isham, and Pastor Greg
DeBoer.
Council members were given an opportunity to share highs
and lows. Devotions were read by Pastor Greg.
A motion was made and seconded, the following resolution
was adopted, “Be it resolved to approve the July Minutes
of the Church Council Meeting.”
Pastor Greg presented the Financial Report for July. General
fund monthly expenses were $28,316.41 and general income
was $26,116.29. Year to date expenses were $28,316.41 and
year to date income was $26,116.29. A motion was made
and seconded, the following resolution was adopted, “Be it
resolved to approve the July Financial Report as
presented.”
Brea shared that back pack blessings and Rally Day will be
September 8th. BLAST will be having classes on Sunday
mornings and 3rd and 4th Wednesdays. Parish Ed is looking
for someone to conduct Sunday school opening time. Gina
will be working with BLAST at that time.
Property is working on the concrete in the front of the church.
They have encountered some issues with the side walk
repair. They are hoping to have the work done before a
wedding in September. The city has marked several sidewalk
areas on the west side of church that are in need of repair.
Gene Budzine is working on this. IWELCA would like to
speak with Property Committee about future goals of the
kitchen.
Bev shared that some congregation members have spoken to
her about Saturday worship time. They would like to see it
move to 4:30 rather than 5:30. Pastor Greg said he would
have to see how it would work for weddings on Saturdays.
At this time weddings have to be cleaned up 1 hour prior to
worship service.
Paula shared that 4year old preschool enrollment looks good.
3 year old preschool enrollment is struggling with afternoon
enrollment. They have decided to not have an afternoon
class. In January the will open it again if there is enough
interest. The school board is in discussion regarding bussing
policies. Preschool feels they should be on the bus route as
the other 4 year old preschools have bussing.
Bill shared that one of the endowment funds has been losing
money. The committee has decided to put the money in a
money market for now. No decision has been made on the
life insurance policy that the church owns on a prior member.
The council would like the committee to meets to discuss this.
Michael Marke from The Investment Center will be attending
the next meeting to discuss the investments funds.
Aaron shared that a custodian has been hired, Charlie
Conklin. After discussion, a motion was made and seconded,
“Be it resolved to hire Charlie Conklin at a yearly salary of
$24,689.25. “ Charlie’s job duties will follow the 2017 Job
Description. They will be updated as needed. Snow removal
will be included in duties. The memorial garden will not be
included in duties.

Emily shared that the prayer request box is completed.
Welcome bags are almost ready to go. All Things
Members prepared backpacks for students.
Travis shared that the youth are excited for the new youth
room. FORCE, BLAST, and SWAG are getting ready for
the new school year. The youth board would like to hold a
special Reformation Sunday of activities, October 27th.
They would like one service at 9:00, activities for all after
the service, and a brunch. The council likes the idea.
They will need to speak with the Parish Ed and Music and
Worship committees.
Pastor Greg shared that the youth room is ready to go.
Gina is moved into her new office. She has a few things
yet to move. Pastor Greg suggested using the old youth
room/nursery for a meeting room. The council likes this
idea.
The call process is at a hold. The Pastor they like for the
job is unable to make a move at this time because of
family situations. The Synod has no other names at this
time.
Pastor Greg has brought it to the attention of the council
that our fees for electronic giving have increased.
Currently the fees are taken from the church envelope line
item. This will over extend this line item. It is suggested to
amend the budget at the same time that Organist/
Accompanist salary is adjusted.
Pastor Greg shared that with the parsonage being
available is there another use for it. He thought a daycare
would be a benefit for the preschool. The council likes the
idea, however, who will do the research and who will be
the administrator. Renting it would be an option, but, there
would be a lot of paperwork involved in making it work.
Pastor Greg shared that it has come to his attention that a
member has a baby grand piano they are looking to
rehome. After speaking with the owner of the piano and
other church members, he feels this piano would be a nice
addition to the sanctuary. After discussion, a motion was
made and seconded, “Be it resolved to accept the gift
of a baby grand piano.”
Pastor Greg shared that Church Wide Synod Assembly
was held the first of August. He received a summary of
the day. He was also able to view it live on Facebook. He
shared that Bishop Eaton was re-elected. ELCA has voted
yes on being sanctuaries. This means that anyone can
seek out an ELCA church for safety, refuge, or shelter.
The church would be responsible to provide food and
shelter. Individual churches can decide if they are able to
provide this.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm, followed by The
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by,
Paula Fleming
Council Secretary
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IWELCA News
Fall Community Luncheon

Our annual Luncheon will be Thursday, October 17th,
11am – 1pm. This years menu will be chili, chicken
noodle soup, rolls and pie. The cost is $7. All
proceeds will be given to Operation Santa Claus.
The meal is jointly sponsored with Thrivent Financial.

Thankoffering
Thank Offerings will be collected at all services on
October 12th and 13th. Envelopes will be in your
bulletins, but not necessary. We would appreciate any
offering you can give. This offering goes to WELCA
headquarters. The only funding they get is through the
women’s organizations and other individuals who
donate.

September Circle Schedules
Faith Circle: Tues, Sept 3, 7:00 pm @ church
Shalom Circle: Mon, Sept 2, 5:30 pm @ Bill’s
IWELCA Board: Wed, Sept 11, 1:00 pm @ church

School Kits for LWR
The items for the school kits were donated by the
Sunday School children, Parish Education Committee,
members of the congregation, and the circles. Thanks
to everyone for your generous donations. We were
especially happy that the Parish Education Committee
joined forces with us to have their project for “Gods
Work Our Hands Day” be the school kits. It was a big
deal for us. Thanks!

IMMANUEL COOKBOOK

A cookbook and welcome note will be given to any
new member while cookbook supplies last.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
If you or someone you know is in need of a Prayer
Shawl, please feel free to take one from the Fireside
Room. Please sign the notebook in the cabinet if you
do take one. Thank you!

Quilting News
If you stop by Immanuel on a Tuesday morning, most likely, you will see the fellowship hall buzzing with
people gathered around tables working on quilt assembly. Conversation, coffee, and laughter add to the fun.
This is our IWELCA quilting group preparing and assembling fabric and batting to create tied quilts to share
and give to others in need.
While our major focus is to create quilts for Lutheran World Relief (LWR), we also set some aside for other
causes, such as EWALU’s fall quilt auction, local families in need at Christmas, Immanuel’s high school
graduates, and youth at Lutheran Services in Iowa Residential Treatment Centers in Ames and Waverly.
You may wonder where the fabric, batting, thread, and tying cord comes from that we use to create these
quilts. This is where we depend on the goodness of others. Donations of these items and bed sheets in good
condition for the backs are always welcome.
Currently, we are growing short of cotton or cotton-blend fabric for the quilt tops. If you have extra of that type
of fabric to donate or would like to give funds towards quilting materials, please label it for that and leave at
the church office or give to the quilting group on Tuesday mornings.
We also invite anyone to join our group. You do not have to be a quilter or sewer. We will show and/or teach
you what we do, and you can work on the areas of your choice. Some of our group also cut, press, and sew
fabric or tie quilts together at home, so that is another way anyone can contribute, whether you join us on
Tuesday mornings or not. Although we meet from 9 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays, you are free to come and go
as your schedule allows during that time. Bring a sack lunch if you’d like to stay and eat with us at noon.
Thank you to all who have given donations to the quilting group over the years. That has enabled us to
continue with this very rewarding ministry that has been a part of Immanuel for many decades. It’s a great
way to do something worthwhile with your time, have some fun, and love, live, and give to others.
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Sunday

6
Lisa Moore
Angie Schares
Sherry Stevens

Monday

7
Betty Kress

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3
4
Marvel Brayton Brennan
Bachman
Troy Hulseberg

5
Eldon Leisinger

8
Carson Frye
Cathy Lehs
Kathleen Olsen
Nikolas Stahr

10
11
Brent Shannon Lillian
VandeKieft

12
Drew Beatty
Amanda Burns
Anna Marie
Catt
Randall
Crawford

9
Colin Bland
Brian Meyer
Thomas Simons

John & Chris
Moran (22)

14
Benton Enright
Tyler Main

15
Claire Cahalan
Keith Heinze
Karen Krantz
Landon Lee

16
Bryce Bachman
Brian Eddy
Terra Gissel
Eliana Jensen
Sophie Wolf

Jerry & Carol
Jensen (58)

Todd & Dawn
Ristvedt (14)

Derwin & Julene
Mauer (37)

20

21
Cody Scheer

22
Keira Schares
Sarah TerHark

23
Mary Adelmund

24
James Beyer

Jamie & Carrie
Koch (18)

Mark & Michelle
Crawford (36)

Andrew & Casey
Allen (14)

27
Mitch Ciesielski
Corinna Dillon
Sandra Erdelt
Mike Hamilton
Sam Hamilton
Burnell Haven
Tanner Stevens

28

29
Ruth Lentzkow

30
Don Brown
Melva Gramenz

31
Paula Fleming
Blake Johnson

David & Terra
Gissel (12)
James & Janet
Hansen (35)
Daryl & Barbara
Roberts (35)

Saturday

1
2
Amber Ciesielski Matthew Burns
Julie Welsh
Jonathan
Coffman
JoAnn Dillon

Don & Connie
David & Charity
Brown (59)
Erdelt (26)
Aaron & Cyndi
Kevin & Nikki
Losey (14)
Sidles (20)
Joshua & Tiffany
Meike (14)
Allan & Janice
Seemann (14)
13
Cenlin Bell
Carlen
Shannon
Claira Thein

Friday

Jeff & Mary
Frahm (42)
Brian & Erin
Kelchen (14)

17

Thomas &
Judy Harland
(55)

18
19
Gerald Bitterman Megann
Bohlken
Steve Elliot
Barbara
Roberts
Linda Walthart
Mike & Carrie
Hamilton (16)

Ron & Judy
Pierce (56)

25
Judy Latwesen

26
Madison Buller
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee &
Conversation @
Em’s
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
6:00 Parish Ed
5:45 Meal
6:30 ATM
6:00 SR Choir
7:00 Endowment 7:00 Confirmation
7:00 Faith Circle

3

4
5
9:00 Bible Study

6
7
8:00 & 10:30
Worship
9:00 Fellowship/
Story Hour
9:15 Sunday School
5:30 Shalom
1:00 FORCE:
Circle @
Destination
Bill’s
Unknown
7:00 Property
3:00-5:00 BLAST
move books at
library

8
9:00 Quilting

9
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee &
Conversation @
Em’s
1:00 IWELCA
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:45 Meal
6:00 SR Choir
7:00 Confirmation

10

13
14
8:00 & 10:30
Worship
9:00 Fellowship/
Story Hour
9:15 Sunday School

15
9:00 Quilting

17

2:00 Grandparents,
Games, & Goodies

6:30 Worship
& Music
7:00 Youth
Board

16
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee &
Conversation @
Em’s
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:45 Meal
6:00 SR Choir
6:00 Council
NO BLAST

20
21
8:00 & 10:30
Worship
9:00 Fellowship/
Story Hour
9:15 Sunday School

22
9:00 Quilting

23
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee &
Conversation @
Em’s
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:45 Meal
6:00 SR Choir
6:30 New Member/
Baptism Class
7:00 BLAST
Scavenger Hunt

24

30
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee &
Conversation @
Em’s
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:45 Meal
6:00 SR Choir
7:00 BLAST

31

1
9:00 Quilting

7:00 Preschool

2:00 BLAST: Trick
or Treat for Canned
Goods; meet at
1:30 pm at church
6:00 RPG Practice
7:00 FORCE
27 Reformation
Sunday
8:00 Fellowship/
Story Hour
9:00 Worship
10:30 Reformation
Rally Activities and
FORCE serve
Brunch

28

29
9:00 Quilting

3:30-5:00
SWAG move
books at
library
7:00-9:00
Calico Cutups

Saturday

5:30 Worship

11
12
9:00 Bible Study

5:30 Worship

18
19
9:00 Bible Study

5:30 Worship

25
26
9:00 Bible Study

5:30 Worship

Daylight Savings…
Reminder: Fall Back
Set your clocks bac k 1
hour, Sunday November
3 @ 2:00 am

Immanuel Lutheran Church
512 5th St. N.E.
Independence, IA 50644
Contact Us:
Phone: (319) 334-2511
Fax: (319) 334-4596
Email: office@immanuelindee.com
Visit our webpage:
www.immanuelindee.com
Follow us on Facebook:
Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee
Worship With Us:
Saturday: 5:30 pm Worship
Sunday: 8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Fellowship/Story Hour
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Community Luncheon

Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup, Rolls, & Pie
Thursday, October 17th
11:00 AM ---- 1:00 PM
512 5th St. NE, Independence
Cost: $7.00
Sponsored by Thrivent Financial and Women of the ELCA

