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“Image” Newsletter

It seems that we are all living in fear these days, even the ones who are
afraid to admit they are. These are scary times. Some of us might be afraid for
our own health. Others might be afraid for health of a loved one or friend.
Some are afraid of an economic disaster. There is a real fear that some
small businesses will close forever, that jobs will be eliminated, that the money
will run out.
Some worry about the future of education. Will the kids go back in July?
Maybe not till October? Will schools open only to be closed again because of
another outbreak?
Some are afraid our summers will be disrupted. What about vacation?
What about VBS? What about baseball?!?
Some are afraid of feeling trapped inside their own homes. Maybe they
live with an abuser. Maybe they live alone. Maybe they suffer from depression.
Some of us are afraid of what the government is trying to do. The funny
thing is that both Democrats and Republicans are fearing the same thing and
yet refuse to put aside their politics to work together in the best interest of the
people of the United States.
Here is a fact: we were not created to be fearful. Fear enters the world
after the original sin.
Here is another fact: somewhere along the line we learned to be afraid.
It wasn’t the media or the Democrats or the Republicans or Trump or your
governor or the CDC or even Putin. All of these only stirred up the fear that
was already in us.
Here is still another fact: living in fear makes it hard to live in love (not
impossible, but hard). Fear can be a paralyzer or a motivator, and it can narrow
our field of vision and limit our perception of the resources available to us.
In his first letter, John says, “perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18)
John isn’t saying that fear will never creep into your life. The love that Christ
perfected in us is more than enough to face any fear that might rear its ugly
head. The love that Christ perfected gives us the strength and courage to stand
up to the coming judgement that is inevitable for all of us. Surely, that love that
Christ perfected is enough get us through this season of fear and bring us
through to a new hope in which we live in love as Jesus modeled for us.
So, where did your fear come from? More importantly, where does the
love come from that will cast that fear out? You know. Sing it with me:
I got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus
Down in my heart (Where?)
Down in my heart (Where?)
Down in my heart
I got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus
Down in my heart (Where?)
Down in my heart to stay!
(I have to give some credit to Rev. Brian Stone. His Facebook post from 4/21/20 planted
the idea for this article and he graciously gave me permission to borrow from his original thoughts and ideas. Thanks Brian!)
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...
Love

Easter altar

Family Trivia Night Champions:
the Reyner Family!

Family Trivia Night!

Live

“Wear your jammies to church” behind the scenes

Give
The sanctuary after carpet was installed and pew moved back in

Packing Champs Feeds the
Mustangs Grab n Go lunches,
served from Immanuel on Fridays
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Prayer Concerns
April prayers for: Craig Fisher, Deana Miller, Bishop &
Ruth Ullestad, Erika Hempstead, John Moran, Viona
Davis, Carrie Erickson, Doug Peterschmidt, and the
future of Immanuel.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John &
Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny
Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422
Congratulations to:
 Steven & Lauren Waskow on their 51st wedding
anniversary on May 24th.
Sympathies to:
 Judy Erickson and family on the death of her
husband, Tom Erickson, 79 years old, who passed
away on Monday, April 13, 2020.
 The family and friends of Barb Siggelkov, 84 years
old, who passed away on Saturday, April 25, 2020. A
memorial service will be held here at Immanuel at a
later date.
 The family and friends of Ruth Lentkow, 97 years old,
who passed away on Tuesday, April 28, 2020. A
memorial service will be held here at Immanuel at a
later date.

April Pastoral Acts
Funeral:
 Dixie Eschen, who passed away on Tuesday,
April 21, 2020. A private graveside service was
held on Friday, April 24 at Campton Cemetery in
Lamont, Iowa with Rev. Greg DeBoer presiding.

Small Group Opportunities
Wednesday Morning Coffee & Conversation:
9:00 am for virtual coffee. Grab a cup of coffee and
login for coffee and conversation.
Book/Bible Study
Starting Thursday, May 14 at 12:00 pm on Zoom.
This is a 6 week Book/Bible study using the book
Reckless Love by Tom Berlin.
Parent Groups
Please see the youth page for additional details.

Publication Deadlines

Please submit your announcements for the weekly
bulletin by noon on Thursday of each week.
Please submit any items for the monthly newsletter
by the 25th of each month.

Book/Bible Study
Books have been ordered for the Bible/Book
Study using Tom Berlin’s book Reckless Love.
This 6-week study will be done on Zoom and
starts Thursday, May 14 at noon. If you are
interested in participating and still need a book,
please let the office know.

Confirmands 2020
Braxton Anderson - John 15:12-13
Drew Beatty - 1 Chronicles 16:11
Mackenzie Christian - Psalm 119:73
Shawn Hemsath - Deuteronomy 6:5
Darek Kayser - 1 Timothy 4:12
Drake Kayser - Matthew 6:34
Jaxon Latwesen - Psalm 143:8b
Grace Lee - Hebrews 2:1
Abby Peyton - Psalm 119:172
Sydney Schroeder - Psalm 94:18-19
Bryce Smith - Matthew 5:14
Zach Sidles - Psalm 121:1-2
Maxine White - Exodus 12:14
Jackson Wolf - Psalm 55:22

Thanks to everyone for your cards, letters,
and words of sympathy. The donations to
the memorial were placed with the camper
fund which was Pat’s favorite.
Jeff Ferres and family

Watch for VBS updates

Immanuel’s VBS is still currently
scheduled for July 26th-30th. This will
be reevaluated as we move forward
and we will keep you updated.
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at “Rocky Railway”! If
you would like to volunteer, please let Rebecca West,
Erin Burmeister, or Gina DeBoer know. Keep an eye out
for additional information.

Be In The Know: text to 81010
Messages & Updates…
SWAG, text @SWAG2511
BLAST, text @BLAST2511
FORCE, text @FORCE2511
Jr Choir, text @ilcjrchoir

Sr Choir, text
@SRCHOIR2511
RPG, text @RPG2511
Sunday School, text @ilcss
Adult Confirmation
Partners, text @ilcpartner

SWAG (Starting With an Awesome God)
5th & 6th Grade





Wed, May 6, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG Zoom
Wed, May 13, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG Zoom
Wed, May 20, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG Zoom
Wed, May 27, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG Zoom

BLAST (Bible Learning and Serving Together)
7th and 8th graders





Wed, May 6, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST Zoom
Wed, May 13, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST Zoom
Wed, May 20, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST Zoom
Wed, May 27, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST Zoom

FORCE (Forming Our Relationships
with Christ and Each other)
High School Students









Sun, May 3, 7:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Wed, May 6, 1:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Sun, May 10, 7:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Wed, May 13, 1:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Sun, May 17, 7:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Wed, May 20, 1:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Wed, May 27, 1:00 pm, FORCE Zoom
Sun, May 31, 7:00 pm, FORCE Zoom

Corner...

During this pandemic we all
are dealing with so many
feelings. So much grief over things we have no
control of. Somedays, it might even feel like we are
on a rollercoaster. Going from joy and freedom to
loss and tears within seconds. Some feel great
sorrow in missing their “last” moments of high
school. Some feel the stress of online learning.
While others feel the joy of being with family and
building relationships. There are so many feelings
happening right now, I cannot begin to list them all.
And remember….you could be one who feels all of
these, even within ONE day! Grief (what we are
experiencing due to the pandemic) can have so
many different faces. Knowing when the faces are
going to appear is not possible. What is important
though, is that you name your loss and cope with
your grief in a healthy way. Exercising, talking with
someone you trust, praying, being creative, and reading
scripture are just a few of the ways you can work
through your grief. The FORCE youth and I did an
activity last Sunday night where we made a reference
guide of scriptures to turn to in these times. We couldn’t
cover every feeling, but touched on a few that people
may be experiencing right now. I hope this “cheat sheet”
of scriptural support will help you make it through as the
faces of grief continue to appear in your life. As always, I
am available to talk, pray, or just listen if you need me
to. Please don’t hesitate to reach out. Together, with
God, we will make it through this pandemic. For our Lord
says “so that in me you may have peace. In the world
you face persecution. But take courage: I have
conquered the world!”
John 16:33

Youth Director’s

4
Youth
Happenings...

When you are feeling:

Parent Talk Groups
Parents are invited to join our Zoom Talk
Groups to get your questions answered,
share ideas, laugh a little, pray together
and receive support and encouragement
during this season of Covid-19 parenting.
Parents of 0-4 year olds on Tuesday, May 12 at 10:30 am;
Parents of K-4th graders on Thursday, May 7 at 8:00 pm;
Parents of 5th-12th grade on Tuesday, May 5 at 8:00 pm.
You can find the link on Facebook or by contacting the
office or Gina.

Sleepy/tired

Excited/Joyful

Angry/upset

Matt 11:28
Isaiah 40:31
Galatians 6:9-10
Amos 8:3-4

Psalm 100
1 Thess 5:16-18
Romans 5:2
Luke 1:37
Proverbs 17:22
John 16:24
Matt 7:7-8

James 1:19-20
Proverbs 16:32
Proverbs 29:11
Psalm 13

Hopeless
Romans 5:2
Romans 12:12
1 Peter 5:10
Jer 29:11
Psalms 39:7

Guilty
Psalm 103:12
Isaiah 43:25
1 John 1:9
Hosea 14:2

Lost
Psalm 23
Psalm 56:3
Proverbs 3:5-6
Proverbs 12:25

Worried
Matthew 6
Psalm 55:22
John 14:1
Nahum 1:7
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

4

5

6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 ATM
8:00 Parent Talk
Group Zoom:
5th-12th grade

7:00 FORCE Zoom

10
9:00 FB Live Worship
10:00 Virtual Story
Hour

11

7:00 FORCE Zoom

7:00 Property

12
10:30 Parent Talk
Group Zoom:
0-4 yrs old

Saturday

1
2
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

Committee Chairs - please talk to
Pastor Greg or Gina if you need
help setting up a virtual meeting

3
9:00 FB Live Worship
10:00 Virtual Story
Hour

Friday

6
9:00 Virtual Coffee
& Conversation
1:00 FORCE Zoom
4:00 SWAG Zoom
7:00 BLAST Zoom

7

8
9
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

8:00 Parent
Talk Group
Zoom: K4th grade

13
9:00 Virtual Coffee
& Conversation

14

1:00 FORCE Zoom
4:00 SWAG Zoom
7:00 BLAST Zoom

12:00 Zoom
Book/Bible
Study

20
9:00 Virtual Coffee
& Conversation

21

1:00 FORCE Zoom
4:00 SWAG Zoom
7:00 BLAST Zoom
7:00 Council

12:00 Zoom
Book/Bible
Study

27
9:00 Virtual Coffee
& Conversation

28

1:00 FORCE Zoom
4:00 SWAG Zoom
7:00 BLAST Zoom

12:00 Zoom
Book/Bible
Study

15
16
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

7:00 Preschool
17
9:00 FB Live Worship
10:00 Virtual Story
Hour

18

5:30 Youth Board
6:30 Worship &
Music

7:00 FORCE Zoom

24
9:00 FB Live Worship
10:00 Virtual Story
Hour
7:00 FORCE Zoom

31
9:00 FB Live Worship
10:00 Virtual Story
Hour
7:00 FORCE Zoom

19

25

26

22
23
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

29
30
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study
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Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - May 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1
Sheri Foster

Saturday
2

John & Kathy
Tegler (28)
3
Troy Davis
Martina
Martinson

10
Heidi Gosse
Vanessa
Shekleton

4
Michael
Ankerstjerne
Benjamin
Crawford
Callie Gipper
Boden Kane

5

11
Kayden Gage
Daniel
Haverkamp
Jeremy Johnson
Arol Westervelt
Abby Yonkovic

12
Kay Bisinger
Terry Dennie
Creo McGill
Roger Oline

6

7
Thomas Michels
Allie Shannon

Gary & Vicki
McClintock
(48)

James & Dawn
Callahan (37)

13
Mary Frahm
Grant Gissel
Lyndesey
Rose

14
Jamee Winters

8
Steve Shonka

9
Anna Mae
Crawford
Neil Evans

15
Stephanie
Brewer
Casey
Callahan
John Dillon
Richard Dillon

16
Roger Allen
Kathryn Hamilton

JD & Katie Wolf
(24)
17
Nora Isley

18
Ronald Foster
Peter
Haverkamp
Ashlea Lantz
Vince O’Loughlin

19
20
21
Judy Brace
Dawson
Peter Roberts
Janny Budzine
Nielsen
Bradley Johnson
Chelsea Nolen
Caroline Reyner
Timothy
Donald &
Walztoni
Paula Fleming
(31)

22
Julene Mauer
Ryan Tonn

23
William Dillon
Marlon Lehs
Mikael Nielsen

24
Julie Harland
Eliab Johnson

25
Patricia Albert
Emilea Hillman
Ray Wilkinson

26

29
Preston
Ciesielski
Erin Kelchen
Owen
Latwesen
Jerome Wester

30
Mallory Arnold
Paisley Arnold
James Hansen
Caiden Meike
Loretta
Rasmussen

Steven & Lauren
Waskow (51)

31
Miranda Brewer
Rylie Tegler

Matt & Brea
Bader (6)

27
Lisa Duffy
Lauren
Hamilton

28
Olivia Alber
Patricia Gates
Marsha Lehs
Derwin Mauer
Zach Thein
Ashlyn White

Happy Mother’s Day!
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Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate
the strong, loving women in your life.
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of
Iowa moms through their journey to build the brightest
future for their children.
We see moms turning to LSI’s Behavioral Health
Intervention Services to ensure their child is receiving the
coping skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive.
In our Early Childhood Services, we see first-time moms
who are eager to join our parenting education classes and
support groups. In 2019, LSI’s Early Childhood programs
provided support to 1,282 parents of young children. We
are so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard
work pay off as they raise our next generation.
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how
many Iowa moms are being empowered because of your
support. If you are looking for a way to honor your mother
this year, please consider making a gift in her name to
LSI. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus
Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social
ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran
Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races,
and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Raising Healthy Families
As a child, Morgan had endured trauma no one should
experience. Addiction, divorce, and difficult family
relationships all surrounded Morgan in her childhood home.
When she found out she was pregnant for the first time with
her daughter, Sophia, Morgan was determined to never
repeat the past she grew up with.
She decided to enroll in LSI’s Early Childhood Services.
Every week, her LSI worker, Ashley, would bring ageappropriate toys and games for Sophia to play with. She
provided Morgan with educational resources to help her
track Sophia’s development and make sure her daughter
was hitting all her important milestones. When Morgan
welcomed her second child, Nolan, Ashley was with her
every step of the way. It was Ashley who noticed that Nolan
had developed a speech delay, and she helped Morgan
connect with a speech therapist to correct it early.
Sophia is now in preschool and loves telling her mom about
her teachers, friends, and the new songs she learned at
school. Nolan is an active two-year-old who is learning new
words every day. Morgan is currently finishing her
Registered Nursing degree, and she dreams of working in
emergency care at a hospital after graduation. And all the
while, Ashley has been there to cheer them on.
“She’s been more than a worker, she’s been a friend when
I’ve needed someone the most,” Morgan says. “Being a
new mom is hard. Having that extra person there, who
doesn’t judge you, who doesn’t see your flaws, who is just
there to help you – you can’t put a price on that.”

Wee Care Preschool
It is with a heavy heart that Wee Care Preschool will be
closed for the remainder of the school year. We are
following the guidelines set by the governor and trying
to keep the students, families, and staff healthy.
Unfortunately, that means that there will be no
preschool graduation this year. The staff at Wee Care
Preschool would like to thank everyone for their
generosity throughout the year with the fundraisers,
donations, and prayers. We are very blessed to work in
a partnership with Immanuel Lutheran Church. We are
looking forward to next year and hope that everyone is
staying safe and healthy.
Enrollment is starting to build for the next school year
which is very exciting! Please see below for more
information!
Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher,
Wee Care Preschool
weecare4@immanuelindee.com

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
3 & 4-year-old Registration
2020-2021 School Year
Do you know a child that will be three or four by
September 15, 2020?! Our preschool offers a nurturing,
Christian education that will help your child develop
all skills to reach their greatest potential. Registration is
open now!
3-year-old Class
-Must be 3 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-$100 monthly tuition
-Scholarships available
-Classes meet Monday,
Wednesday, & Friday

4-year-old Class
-Must be 4 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-Free tuition!
-Classes meet TuesdayFriday

Preschool Scholarship Donations
Wee Care Preschool is currently seeking scholarship
donations for our 3-year-old program. Tuition for the 3
-year-old program is $100 per month (Sept-May). In
the past we have been able to give full tuition
scholarships and we would like to be able to continue
to do so for the future. You can designate this on your
giving envelopes and write “preschool scholarship”. If
you have questions, you can contact Lindsey
O’Loughlin, board president, or any other member of
the Wee Care Preschool board.
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Do Not Fear

by Ron Oline
All Things Members (ATM) Committee

This month our topic deals with the coronavirus (COVID-19) that has turned the world upside down. This
virus does not leave anyone out, as it is a worldwide pandemic. It is in the news 24/7 and the topic of most of our
conversations. Jobs and the economy have been affected, and the way we go out in public has changed
dramatically.
I am taking all the precautions instructed by the experts to wash hands regularly, social distance, and
make fewer trips to the stores. During this time, though, I do as I always do and look to God and try to find an
answer to all of this. Some people think God has sent this pandemic because of his disappointment in us. After
all, we are all sinners and find it hard to do the right thing all of the time. I personally do not think God sent this to
us, but I believe this is a global situation that happens. Medical crises like this have happened before, like the
1918 H1N1 influenza pandemic that killed millions of people. I believe when times like these are upon us, we
need to look to God and pray to him to give our leaders and experts in the field the wisdom to help guide us in
doing what is right.
There are many Bible verses that talk about plagues, but I want to focus on some I found on
crosswalk.com that can help us find peace and protection during these troubling times. You will find they are very
familiar:
Colossians 3:15-16 – Let the peace of heart that comes from Christ be always present in your hearts and
lives, for this is your responsibility and privilege as members of his body. And always be thankful.
Psalm 23:4 – Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your
rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 9:9 – The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
John 14:26-27 – But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do
not give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
Philippians 4:6 – Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
In this difficult time, life is changing for all of us. Sporting events along with many other activities that have
been cancelled are maybe less important than we once thought. Parents are spending more time at home with
their kids one-on-one instead of rushing to get them to their activities. And although I understand it can be
stressful for parents who must work from home to have children in the house, it does remind me of summers
growing up on our Iowa farm in the 60’s. Similar to the self-quarantine of today, we spent most of our summer
days back then together as a family without a lot of outside contact. We didn’t drive to town every time we ran out
of something. We used what we had on hand, worked hard to grow and store a lot of our own food, and shared
extras with others. There was always plenty to do; and even though I had 2 sisters and 2 brothers, I could still
social distance from them when I felt like it.
My memories tell me life was good back then. I think we will have some good memories of this time in our
life, too, even with the difficulties that are part of such an unexpected and life-changing event like this one. If we
maintain a strong faith in God along the way, we will always be better for that.
As Psalm 9:9 states – The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
Stay safe, everyone, and trust God

Whether you’re a Mother, Grandmother, Aunt, Cousin,
Sister, Best Friend, Co-worker, Mama of Fur Babies,
Caregiver, etc. this is to honor you and all you do.
From the Good News Bible Proverbs 31, verses 30 &
31: Charm is deceptive and beauty disappears, but a
woman who honors the Lord should be praised. Give
her credit for all she does. She deserves the respect of
everyone.
Happy Mother’s Day!
From your All Things Members Committee

Immanuel Lutheran Church
512 5th St. N.E.
Independence, IA 50644
Contact Us:
Phone: (319) 334-2511
Fax: (319) 334-4596
Email: office@immanuelindee.com
Visit our webpage:
www.immanuelindee.com
Follow us on Facebook:
Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee
Worship With Us:
Sunday: 9:00 am FB Live Worship
10:00 am Virtual Story Hour

Upcoming Dates to Remember:
May 10 - Mother’s Day
May 25 - Memorial Day

Congratulations to our 2020
High School Graduates!!
Bailey Andersen

Savannah Kallaus

Jadyn Schultz

Ashlyn Hemsath

Peyton Lolwing

Parker Sweeney

Eliab Johnson

Marina Meyer

Rylie Tegler

Bryn Jones

Caroline Reyner

Sophie Wolf

We look forward to honoring you when we are able to gather together once again!

