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“Image” Newsletter

My kids are usually pretty thoughtful when it comes to giving gifts. This past
Father’s Day was no different. They gave me a new fishing pole and some tackle.
(Levi bought himself a new pole too). I guess I don’t go fishing enough. Maybe
most of us don’t go fishing enough.
Levi and I have tried out our new poles. We’ve been to several different spots on
the Wapsie in town. We tried them out on the Mississippi River while we were on
vacation. Through all those casts, we have caught zero fish. None.
Apparently, my kids bought me a faulty fishing pole. Maybe they aren’t as
thoughtful as I gave them credit for. It is just cruel to give someone a fishing pole
that doesn’t catch fish. Are they getting back at me for all the times I played ‘dad
jokes’ on them? I guess, perhaps, that I should warn you about accepting gifts from
my kids – it could be some sort of evil trick. I’ve raised them better than this.
What’s happening to this generation? What’s happening to our country when you
can’t even trust your own kids anymore?
Obviously, what I’ve written above is not to be taken seriously. However, this is the
kind of behavior I’ve been noticing in our community and in our country. We have to
find someone to blame, and in doing so, we have to shame them and belittle them
and treat them like dirt.
Yes, my kids did give me a fishing pole for Father’s Day (a very nice one). And no,
Levi and I haven’t caught any fish yet. Does that mean my fishing pole is faulty?
No. It just means we haven’t caught any fish yet.
With all that is going on in our country – covid stuff and the racial injustice – it seems
like we have to make those with differing opinions the enemy. That means people
in the same community or family or even congregation are becoming divided.
The apostle Paul writes, “Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind.” (Philippians 2:2) We aren’t all
going to agree on everything but we can learn to be loving in our disagreements.
In a few weeks or so, I would guess that the schools will announce plans for
returning (or not) to school. They have to decide what extra-curriculars are safe and
which ones are not. Not everyone is going to be happy with whatever they decide (it
might even be you that is unhappy). I know that, you know that, they know that. But
they are doing what they feel is right.
It’s the same with other covid decisions. It’s the same with trying to figure out our
racial injustice.
Unless you are promoting peace, you are part of the problem. If you are sharing
hateful or angry or insensitive posts and tweets, you are part of the problem. Our
tagline here at Immanuel is LOVE, LIVE, GIVE. There is no room for divisiveness.
Jesus says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Love those people you don’t like and disagree with, they might not like you either,
but they are your brothers and sisters in Christ.
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...
Love

Champs Feeds the Mustangs Grab-n-Go lunches
SWAG kids met at
Prairie Hills to spread
some love and joy
around for the
residents.

Live

Hard work has taken place in the
memorial garden
Family Trivia Night Champions:
the Schroeder & Troutman families!
A couple of benches were added to the
gazebo

Give

Prayer Concerns
June prayers for: Deana Miller, Bishop & Ruth
Ullestad, John Moran, Carrie Erickson, Amy McFadden,
Monette Colton, Jen Fisher, and the future of Immanuel.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John &
Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny
Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422
Congratulations to:
 Roger & Shirley Allen on their 45th wedding
anniversary on July 5th.
 Robert & Marlyn Shonka on their 69th wedding
anniversary on July 8th.
 Dverg & Karen Krantz on their 54th wedding
anniversary on July 9th.
 Curt & Pamela Shurtz on their 45th wedding
anniversary on July 25th.
 Eldon & Beverly Leisinger on their 58th wedding
anniversary on July 29th.

Immanuel Church,
I would like to thank all who were involved with making
the quilts for all the seniors this year, and the survival
kits. I appreciate all the time and effort put in to making
these. I am grateful to say that I have another family
within my church. Thanks again for all your support
and encouragement.
Sincerely,
Jadyn Schultz
Dear Quilt makers:
Thank you for the homemade quilt. I will take it with me
when I go to Northwest Iowa Community College in
Sheldon, IA. I like the colors. It will be a nice reminder
of “home”. Thanks again!
Bryn Jones
Thank you so much for the nice quilt. It is very much
appreciated. I will be going to Iowa State in the fall and
have plans to join the marching band.
Sincerely,
Eliab Johnson
Dear All Things Members Committee:
Thank you for the God’s Survival Kit. I enjoyed all of
the “goodies”. You can never have enough post it
notes!
Thanks again,
Bryn Jones

Backyard Splash VBS

Registration for Backyard Splash VBS is still open.
Please register online at https://bit.ly/2Vwf2kD or find
the link on our website (www.immanuelindee.com):
click the Ministry tab and then
click on VBS. Kits and videos
will be ready for pick-up at
Immanuel on July 22nd.
Please join the Immanuel
Facebook group to see
updates and have access to
the videos. There is no cost
for participation. There are
turquoise tie-dye t-shirts
being offered for $10. The
deadline to order a t-shirt is
July 5th.

Annual Meeting Statement
June 24, 2020

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the 2020
annual meeting was unable to be held at the church.
The council sent out a letter, 2020-2021 proposed
budget, 2020-2021 nominating committee worksheet,
and a self-addressed stamped envelope to each
congregational household. A ballot was enclosed for
each voting member.
201 ballots were returned. The 2020-2021 proposed
budget passed with 187 yes votes and 14 no votes.
The nominating committee worksheet passed with
199 yes votes, 1 no vote, and 1 unmarked ballot.
There were several handwritten nominations on the
committee worksheet. The council will contact these
members and they will be appointed at their regular
council meeting.
Submitted by council secretary,
Paula Fleming
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Youth
Happenings...

July Youth Meetings

after July 12

SWAG (Starting With an Awesome God)
5th & 6th Grade



Wed, July 8, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG Zoom
Wed, July 15, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, SWAG @ church

Family Trivia Night

BLAST (Bible Learning and Serving Together)
7th and 8th graders

July’s Family Trivia night is to be
determined. Watch for a text
message on a rainy day.

Wed, July 10, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST Bonfire @

church
Wed, July 29, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, BLAST @ church






Tues, July 7, 1:00 pm, FORCE Bible Study
Sun, July 12, 7:00 pm, FORCE Bonfire @ DeBoer’s
Tues, July 14, 1:00 pm, FORCE Bible Study
Tues, July 28, 1:00 pm, FORCE Bible Study

Immanuel Youth Attend EWALU

A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated towards the
campership fund. Because of your generosity, 14 youth
received a campership to attend EWALU this summer.
These students will spend a few days or a week at camp
learning about how much God loves them and how He
provides for them. Please keep these students in your
prayers as they are away. Pray for their health, safety,
and faith formation. If you choose to, you could send
them some mail while at camp too! It is always fun to
hear from home when you are away. Please be sure to
send the mail early in the week so they are sure to
receive it before they come home.
CAMPER NAME
Camp program (explorer, forester, MAD camp, etc)
37776 Alpha Ave
Strawberry Point, IA 52076
June 28-July 3
Abby Yonkovic - Explorers
Levi DeBoer - Pack & Paddle
Gavin Mestad - Pack & Paddle
Madison Mestad - Houseboating
Logan Mestad - Explorers
Maxine White - Pack & Paddle
Camden Cahalan - Explorers
July 5-10
Brooklyn Kelchen - Night camp
July 19-24
Makenna Burmeister
Reagan Burmeister (19th-21st)
Macy Kelchen - Pioneer
Keira Schares - Trailblazers
July 26-31
Brady Kayser (JR Ranch Day Camp)
Kennedy Kelchen (29th-31st)

Lately, a hot topic on my
Facebook pages has been
"what does it mean to go to
church? or be part of a church?" As most of our
traditional activities of the church have been
halted, due to COVID 19, we are forced to look
at how we can 'be the church' together. We no
longer can hang out in the youth room, sing
praises in worship, load up in the church van to
go to a baseball game, collect canned goods for
the food pantry, or gather for coffee/donuts/
soda/pop corn/etc. So.....what can we do? How
about writing a letter or drawing a picture for
someone? What about actually picking up the
phone and calling someone to check in? Could
you pick up groceries for someone or offer to
mow a lawn? What about reading a story to a
small child via zoom? Could you worship
together on FB live? What about inviting
someone to sign up for VBS? How about
watching how we talk and keeping it positive? Why
not try giving thanks for what we DO have instead of
what we don't? And we all have plenty of time to add
to our prayer list, right? During this time when we
can't be together or do the things we normally would
be doing, there are still plenty of ways to 'be the
church.' Connecting with each other is on the top of
my list! So, the first 2 people who text me with what 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, will get some happy
mail from me! I hope you are well and can continue to
find ways to 'be the church' even when we aren't IN
the church building. Blessings to you!

Corner...

Youth Director’s

FORCE (Forming Our Relationships with
Christ and Each other)
High School Students

Raising Up God's Kids with ORANGE
Do you enjoy spending time with kids? Are you interested in helping them
know God loves them? What about having a relationship with them so they
have more trusted adults to go to when they need help or praise? Would
you like to deepen your faith? Do you like helping behind the scenes? Or in
front of a large group? Is being organized your thing? Do you enjoy
thanking others for what they have done? Can you commit to participating
for 1 week, 1 month, or a semester? If you answered yes to any of these
questions, being part of the ORANGE team at Immanuel might just be for
you! Contact Gina DeBoer (youthdirector@immanuelindee.com or 402-8063831) for more information.
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Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - July 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1
Preston Kopf
Julene Lee

Thursday
2
Mary Kelchen
Lisa Lorenzen

Friday

Saturday

3
4
Terry Foster
Doris Budzine
William Shoars Mary Stivers

Steven & Amy
Marlow (38)

5
Donald
Crawford
Hunter
Shannon
Vicki White
Roger & Shirley
Allen (45)

6

7

Matthew &
Travis & Lisa
Aimee Leisinger Mestad (19)
(7)
Benjamin &
Brenda Michels
(13)

8
Sheryl Mace

9

10
Ryan Bailey
Lori Fowlkes
Janet Tarpy

Robert & Marlyn
Shonka (69)

John & Linda
Dillon (48)
Dverg & Karen
Krantz (54)

Roger & Judy
Oline (16)

16
17
Kyle Fank
Marian
Ronald Fank
Bitterman
Wilbert Hawker

12
13
Kally Corbin
Ashley Constant
Timothy Erickson Marcus Thein
James Latwesen
Robert Schares
Sara Tonn

14
Ryan Fank
Michael Jones
Alex Ruehlow

15
Wyatt Grover

19

21
Janine Kimball
Julie Lenius

22
23
Hannah Erickson Paige Benesh
Loretta
Schumacher

26
Thomasine
Gissel
Rhonda
Langham

20
Scott Beltz

27
Brooke Eddy
Tasha Kopf
Troy Tarpy

28
Abagail Peyton
Pamela Shurtz

29
Kent Andersen
Dolph Leytze
Bette Raus

Eldon & Beverly
Leisinger (58)

30
Josh Eckhoff
Aaron Losey

24
Madison Boies
Dennis
Crawford
Mary Beth
Leytze
Sharon Naylor
Galen Oline
Landry Shauf

31
Landon Dobel

11
Ronda Foley
Kylie Lorenzen
Dorothy
Wilkinson

18
Jerry Kopf
Tara McEnany

25
Alex Coffman
Ashton Lolwing

Curt & Pamela
Shurtz (45))
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Sunday

5
9:00 FB Worship
Service

Monday

6

Tuesday

13

Thursday

Friday

2

3
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

4

7

8

9

11

1:00 FORCE
Bible Study

10
9:00 Virtual
Bible Study

4:00 SWAG Zoom

16

17
9:00 Bible
Study

18

25

7:00 BLAST
Bonfire @ church

14

15

1:00 FORCE
Bible Study

4:00 SWAG
@ church

7:00 FORCE
Bonfire @
DeBoer’s

7:00 Property

7:00 Preschool

6:00 Council

19
9:00 Worship

20

21

22

23

24
9:00 Bible
Study

29

30

31
9:00 Bible
Study

5:30 Youth
6:30 Worship &
Music

26
9:00 Worship

27

Saturday

1

6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 ATM
7:00 Endowment

12
9:00 Worship

Wednesday

28

1:00 FORCE
Bible Study

7:00 BLAST
@ church

LSI’s Host
Homes Program
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Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa
(LSI) empowers hundreds of Iowans with disabilities. And
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, this year is no different.
There is no greater joy for us than seeing an individual
develop greater independence, find their confidence, and
thrive. And through our innovative Host Homes program, LSI
has found a new way to lift up our Iowa neighbors and keep
them safe in times of crisis.
Through the program, adults with disabilities (or “mentees”)
move from a supported community living setting – like a 24hour, fully staffed home with roommates – and into a private
family home with a Host Homes “mentor.” LSI collaborates
with the individuals we serve and the contracted mentors to
ensure each match is the perfect fit and create a shared
living opportunity that is beneficial to mentors and mentees.
With the extra safety precautions associated with COVID-19,
this program is a safe option where participants are in a
home setting, interacting with one trusted mentor instead of
several staff members.
LSI is seeking compassionate and dedicated caregivers to
join us in the mission. If you have room in your heart and in
your home, being a Host Homes mentor might be for you!
Visit LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn more. If you are
interested in supporting crucial programming like LSI’s
Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations,
at 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people
of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn
more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

We are Still Here: LSI’s Services for People with
Disabilities
Becky, an LSI Direct Support Professional, supports her
client every day through LSI’s Services for People with
Disabilities. During the COVID-19 crisis, Becky has
spent her shifts adding extra safety measures and
precautions so she and her client could safely go to the
grocery store for food and supplies when the time came.
But her client regularly experiences PTSD, depression,
and anxiety, among other mental health conditions, and
the isolation and crisis measures around COVID-19 only
heightened her experience of these conditions. Becky
knew she needed to do something to keep her client
feeling comfortable and safe.
During their sessions together, Becky makes sure they
practice good hand washing and wear masks. Her client
knows she has someone walking alongside her every
step of the way, and the client’s young daughter found a
way to thank Becky for her work: a picture with the
words, “I don’t like COVID-19, but I’m happy when you
come over.”
“I can’t imagine not seeing my clients through this,”
Becky says. “We are all in this together.”

Wee Care Preschool
Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
3 & 4-year-old Registration
2020-2021 School Year
Do you know a child that will be three or four by
September 15, 2020?! Our preschool offers a nurturing,
Christian education that will help your child develop
all skills to reach their greatest potential. Registration is
open now!
3-year-old Class
-Must be 3 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-$100 monthly tuition
-Scholarships available
-Classes meet Monday,
Wednesday, & Friday

4-year-old Class
-Must be 4 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-Free tuition!
-Classes meet TuesdayFriday

Preschool Scholarship Donations
Wee Care Preschool is currently seeking scholarship
donations for our 3-year-old program. Tuition for the 3
-year-old program is $100 per month (Sept-May). In
the past we have been able to give full tuition
scholarships and we would like to be able to continue
to do so for the future. You can designate this on your
giving envelopes and write “preschool scholarship”. If
you have questions, you can contact Lindsey
O’Loughlin, board president, or any other member of
the Wee Care Preschool board.

Books!
This year, Wee Care Preschool
was fortunate to partner with
Scholastic and members of the
community to give each child in
the classroom a book to take
home each month. For some students, this was the first
book that was their very own. Please help us continue
to spread a love for books and reading!
Will you help us for the 2020-2021 school year and
be a sponsor? $20 covers one student for the whole
school year. They will receive nine books to add to their
book collection at home! Donations can be mailed to
the church office—please be sure to notate that your
donation is for Wee Care books. Thank you in advance
for your generosity!

"God's
8 Work. Our Hands." is an ELCA-wide service
day that will be on Rally Sunday, September 13,2020.
Immanuel will again be collecting School Kit items for
Lutheran World Relief. Hopefully, during our Rally Sunday celebrations, ALL Sunday School kids, families,
and members of the congregation will be able to help
put the school kits together.
While you are shopping for back to school items,
please consider picking up a few extra to donate to
LWR.
Items needed for donation for each kit are as follows:
• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled
paper (approximately 8"x10 1/2"; no loose leaf paper)
• One 30 cm ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one
side and inches on the other
• One pencil sharpener

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded

steel blades work well)

• Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together

with a rubber band

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons
• One 2 1/2" eraser
• One manual pencil sharpener (the larger handheld

ones are best)

These items can be dropped off in the narthex at
church. If you would rather make a financial donation,
please drop off at church with school kits in the memo
line. The youth would be happy
to do your shopping for you.

Led by the Spirit
by Ron Oline
All Things Members (ATM) Committee
I keep asking myself, what is going on in this world. There seems to be so much rage against one another. It
seems like everyone is trying to come up with an answer, but because we are imperfect human beings, we will
never be able to come to a lasting mutual understanding. It is to the point that I have a hard time believing what is
being reported by the news or posted on social media, because everyone seems to have their own agenda.
As I was reading the June 18th devotion titled, “Walking by the Spirit” in Portals of Prayer (Karsten, 2020), I
found my inspiration for this month’s topic. This devotion referenced Galatians 5: 16-26, which states:
Galatians 5:16-26 New International Version (NIV)
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that
you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies,
and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us
not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
16

To me this means instead of focusing on what is wrong in the world, we should all walk by the Spirit and try our
best to do good things. I am assuming Pastor Greg and Gina were led by the Spirit to go to Minneapolis recently
to help hand out supplies to those in need. Some of us were probably also led by the Spirit to help by donating
supplies to that cause. And if you wish you could do more work led by the Spirit, here are just a few ways you can
do that to make life a little better for someone else:
1. IWELCA at Immanuel will soon request donations of school supplies for Lutheran World Relief school kits. You
can donate supplies or funds to help with this project. ATM and Immanuel youth will assist with assembly.
2. The Food Pantry is asking for personal care item donations. Since Covid-19 restrictions prevent them from
holding their own annual drive for these items, they are looking to the community for help. The director tells me
they hope to start accepting items at the local food pantry after July 1st. Once Immanuel opens for worship in
our building, we will look at a safe way to collect those types of items at the church.
3. There are still long lines going through fast food drive-throughs. Have you ever thought about paying for the
vehicle behind you as an act of kindness?
Please share your thoughts on acts of kindness that you have done or would like to see done in the Comment
section if you are reading this on Facebook. We all need to hear more good news and feel the Spirit grow within
each one of us. To choose to walk and live by the Spirit every day can help us decide that evil will not get the
upper hand. Instead, we will let the Spirit guide us and show us the better way to go.
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Worship With Us:
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Upcoming Dates to Remember:
July 12 - in person services resume
**watch for in person worship info
coming soon**

Details inside

