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“Image” Newsletter

If
‘If’ is a hard word to define. Go ahead and try.
Grammatically, ‘if’ is a conjunction – you remember what that is, a little word
that connects phrases or coordinates words.

If was a hit song by the group Bread, released in 1971.
This little two-letter word is actually quite powerful. It can show fear or
produce fear in others.
Sometimes, when this little two-letter word is preceded by a four-letter word –
what – a whole new world of possibilities shows up. Sometimes this little twoword phrase sets us off on a journey of hope and discovery. Sometimes it opens up
a whole new landscape for the fantastical imagination of a child or storyteller.
Sometimes it creaks open a door to a scarier world.
Sometimes, when this little two-letter word is followed by a different four-letter
word – only- a lost opportunity is realized. Sometimes it places blame. Sometimes
it admits failure. Sometimes it douses the last spark of hope.
Right now, there are a lot of ‘ifs’ and ‘what ifs’ and ‘if onlys’ being thrown
around. We hear them at national political conventions and in advertisements, we
see them in social media commentary, and we use them when we talk about the
start of a new, but strange, school year.
‘If’ creates a lot of questions and leaves a lot of questions. ‘If’ is a word of
uncertainty.
Except in the Bible.
In the Bible, ‘if’ is a purveyor of faith and hope.
The lady with the 12-year hemorrhage says, “If I can just touch his clothes….”
And she is healed. (Mark 5:25-34)
A leper said to Jesus, “If you are willing….” And he is healed. (Mark 1:40-44)
The disciples think they see a ghost on the water and Peter says, “If it is you
Lord….” And Peter walks on the water. (Matthew 14:22-33)
We make ‘if’ more complicated and scary than it has to be.
What if, instead of giving up, we reach out to Jesus? (like the woman with the
12-year hemorrhage)
What if, instead of surrendering to our challenges, we ask Jesus for help? (like
the leper)
What if, instead of feeding our fears, we turned them over to Jesus? (like Peter)
What if…?
If only…
If…
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...
Love
Charlotte Jeannine Fisher was baptized

Special Baptism Service

Hensley Jean O’Loughlin was baptized
Keeley Ann Franck was baptized

Live
Making Baptism Blankets
Making Baptism Blankets

Drive up Communion
Drive up Back-to-school Blessing
Making Back-to-school Blessing Bags

Give

Keith & BJ Wilcox helping with a mailing
FORCE meeting outside

Confirmation 2020

3

2020 Confirmands with Pastor Greg

Abby Peyton, Maxine White, Sydney
Schroeder, & Mackenzie Christian

Zach Sidles & Jackson Wolf

Drake & Darek Kayser
Shawn Hemsath and family

Drew Beatty’s Confirmation project
Mackenzie Christian’s Confirmation project
Grace Lee & family

Shawn Hemsath’s Confirmation project

Darek Kayser’s Confirmation project
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Confirmation 2020

Drake Kayser’s Confirmation project
Congratulations to the 2020 Confirmands

Jaxon Latwesen’s Confirmation project

Abby Peyton’s Confirmation project
Grace Lee’s Confirmation project

Zach Sidles’ Confirmation project
Sydney Schroeder’s Confirmation project

Maxine White’s Confirmation project

Bryce Smith’s Confirmation project

Jackson Wolf’s Confirmation project

Prayer Concerns
August prayers for: Deana Miller, Bishop & Ruth
Ullestad, John Moran, Carrie Erickson, Amy McFadden,
Monette Colton, Virgil Collins, Janet Leverington, Brody
Bevans, Steve Shonka, Adah Schminke, Vanessa
Shekleton & family, and the future of Immanuel.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John &
Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny
Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422
Congratulations to:
 Floyd & Jane Engler on their 53rd wedding
anniversary on September 2nd.
 Mark & Donna Nielsen on their 40th wedding
anniversary on September 6th.
 Steve & Nancy Elliott on their 59th wedding
anniversary on September 23rd.

IWELCA News
Quilts & Kits

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) truck for loading
of quilts and kits will be at St. Timothy’s Lutheran
church in Hudson, IA on November 7, 2020.

Upcoming...

August Pastoral Acts
Baptism:
 Charlotte Jeannine Fisher, daughter of Joe & Amanda
Fisher, baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on August 9,
2020.
 Keeley Ann Franck, daughter of Nick & Aly Franck,
baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on August 9, 2020.
 Hensley Jean O’Loughlin, daughter of Justin & Kendra
O’Loughlin, baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on August 9,
2020.
Burial:
 Marty Kress, who passed away on Sunday, August 9,
2020. Private family services were held on Friday,
August 14, 2020 at Fawcett-Schmitz Funeral Home in
Winthrop, Iowa with Rev. Greg DeBoer presiding.
 Wanda Kimler, who passed away on Sunday, August
16, 2020. Graveside services were held on Friday,
August 21, 2020 at Mt. Hope Cemetery in
Independence, Iowa with Rev. Greg DeBoer presiding.
Wedding:
 Eric & Shawna Jesse, who were united in marriage on
Saturday, August 1, 2020 with Rev. Greg DeBoer
presiding.
 Austin & Taryn Cox, who were united in marriage on
Saturday, August 29, 2020 with Rev. Greg DeBoer
presiding.

On Hold
At this time JR Choir, SR Choir and Wednesday
meals are on hold. We will continue to monitor the
COVID situation to decide when these activities
can resume.

New Ministry Opportunity

The Parish Education committee is starting a new ministry
called Baptism Buddies. This ministry will connect newly
baptized members (mostly babies) of Immanuel to a Buddy
member of Immanuel. In order to be a Baptism Buddy you
just need to love God and want to pray for and connect with
the baptized member to remind them of God's love for them.
Anyone who has affirmed their own baptismal promises is
encouraged to be a Baptism Buddy to our newest members.
Please contact Becca West, Gina DeBoer, or the church
office if you would be willing to be a Baptism Buddy or if you
have any questions about this ministry.
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Happenings...

SWAG (Starting With an Awesome God)
5th & 6th Grade
Wed, Sept 9, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Wed, Sept 16, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Wed, Sept 23, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG
Wed, Sept 30, 3:30-5:00 pm, SWAG

BLAST (Bible Learning and Serving Together)
7th and 8th graders





Wed, Sept 9, 6:30-8:00 pm, BLAST
Wed, Sept 16, 6:30-8:00 pm, BLAST
Wed, Sept 23, 6:30-8:00 pm, BLAST
Wed, Sept 30, 6:30-8:00 pm, BLAST

FORCE (Forming Our Relationships
with Christ and Each other)
High School Students
Sun, Sept 13, 6:00-8:00 pm, FORCE
Sun, Sept 20, 6:00-8:00 pm, FORCE
Sun, Sept 27, 6:00-8:00 pm, FORCE

SWAG-BLAST-FORCE Annual Registration

Students must be signed up through Google Forms to
participate in youth groups. Please sign up at https://
forms.gle/Pq8iwnJ6PpPvqJEv6 if you have not already
done so. Activities will be outside when possible. If
youth groups meet in the church or have to move inside
due to weather, masks are required. If you have any
questions, please contact Gina DeBoer at
youthdirector@immanuelindee.com.

The changing times have
forced us to look at how we do
ministry. In youth ministry, it is
my goal to plant seeds of faith in Immanuel’s youth
and help nurture them as your child(ren) build their
relationship with Christ. The key word here is HELP.
I love working with your kids. I love seeing them
come to the realization that God is really in their
lives. I love answering the tough questions. (And
asking them too!) But the church is not the only one
who can nurture these children. With COVID playing
a huge role in how we can gather, we want to help
families nurture faith growth. Beginning with Rally
Sunday, we will provide resources for families to
use the FAITH5* approach to teaching your children
about faith. On Rally Sunday, we will have a social
distanced FAITH5 activity for families. We will also
send home kits for each Sunday in September to
see how it goes. Please sign up at https://forms.gle/
FcCrNuquZn3VA1Jr9 to assure we have enough
kits ready for everyone. Together, we can raise our
children up to know the love of Christ and have a
personal relationship with our savior.

Corner...

Youth Director’s






*FAITH5 is a trademarked course developed by Faith Inkubators.

Youth Group COVID Update

* Youth groups at Immanuel will follow the council's
guidelines for Immanuel as well as the school's guidance
for students (ex: snow day at school = no youth group). We
will plan to have in-person youth opportunities as long as
the school offers in-person learning. We will have virtual
and distant opportunities as needed. We will require
physical distancing and masks within the building. We will
plan outdoor activities as long as weather allows us to.
Please sign up for the youth REMIND group your child(ren)
are in. I will send updates via remind and announce them
on FB as well.

Be In The Know: text to 81010
Messages & Updates…
SWAG, text @SWAG2511
BLAST, text @BLAST2511
FORCE, text @FORCE2511
Jr Choir, text @ilcjrchoir

Sr Choir, text
@SRCHOIR2511
RPG, text @RPG2511
Sunday School, text @ilcss
Adult Confirmation
Partners, text @ilcpartner

First Communion

Due to COVID 19, the first communion
which was scheduled for April had to
be postponed. We will now be offering
First Communion training during SWAG on
September 16th and 23rd. Pastor Greg will take half
of the group each Wednesday while Gina has the
other half for youth group. If your child is going into
5th or 6th grade and wants to participate in First
Communion training, please contact Gina at
youthdirector@immanuelindee.com so we have
enough supplies for the training. Those who have
taken first communion training already will still have
activities to do during SWAG on these two
Wednesdays. If your child is not yet in 5th grade, but
you feel he/she is ready for first communion training,
please contact Pastor Greg or Gina to discuss this
opportunity. Anyone who completes first communion
training will be able to receive their first communion
during the worship service of their choice. We want
all families to feel comfortable attending worship
when they are ready.

7

Wee Care Preschool

A new school year is upon us! We hope everyone is
having a safe, fun summer and is getting ready for the
start of school. Staff will be busy getting ready for new
students by setting up the classroom, meeting new
families, and working on learning experiences. We are
very excited for the new students to come and hope
this year will be successful for all involved. First day of
school for preschool was Monday, August 31!
Enrollment is still available. To register, please pick up
material in the office.
Scholastic is a great program that everyone benefits
from using. Wee Care gets points for every book
ordered that we can use for supplies for the classroom.
To order, go to https://clubs.scholastic.com/home and
set up an account. You will have to enter your name,
email, and phone number as well as a classroom code
- ours is LVZN8. If it asks for a child’s name, please
put your name (the person ordering) so that we know
who to get the item to. Catalogs are available online to
look at or you can select the age or grade level of the
child you are shopping for. These books are great for
Christmas and birthday gifts!
In fact, Wee Care, with the support of those in the
community, would like to purchase one book every
month for every child in our class to take home! We
are looking for sponsors to help promote literacy in the
classroom and at home. For $20, you have the
amazing opportunity to sponsor one child throughout
the school year. We started this program a couple
years ago and after lots of positive feedback from
students, families, and staff members, we would like to
make this an annual program for the students at Wee
Care. If you are interested in sponsoring a child or
contributing any amount to this cause, please leave
donations in the office. We couldn’t do any of this
without your help and appreciate any and all
contributions. Thank you in advance.
Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher,
Wee Care Preschool
weecare4@immanuelindee.com

Preschool Scholarship Donations
Wee Care Preschool is currently seeking scholarship
donations for our 3-year-old program. Tuition for the 3
-year-old program is $100 per month (Sept-May). In
the past we have been able to give full tuition
scholarships and we would like to be able to continue
to do so for the future. You can designate this on your
giving envelopes and write “preschool scholarship”. If
you have questions, you can contact Lindsey
O’Loughlin, board president, or any other member of
the Wee Care Preschool board.

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
3 & 4-year-old Registration
2020-2021 School Year
Do you know a child that will be three or four by
September 15, 2020?! Our preschool offers a nurturing,
Christian education that will help your child develop
all skills to reach their greatest potential. Registration is
open now!
3-year-old Class
-Must be 3 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-$100 monthly tuition
-Scholarships available
-Classes meet Monday,
Wednesday, & Friday

4-year-old Class
-Must be 4 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-Free tuition!
-Classes meet TuesdayFriday

Sunday School News
Sunday School REGISTRATION is digital!

September Sunday school will be in the form of take
home kits. Stay tuned for October updates. In person
Sunday School is on hold for the time being, however, it
is still important that you register your child(ren) now at
https://forms.gle/Pq8iwnJ6PpPvqJEv6.

Congratulations 2020
Confirmands
Drew Beatty - 1 Chronicles 16:11
Mackenzie Christian - Psalm 119:73
Shawn Hemsath - Deuteronomy 6:5
Darek Kayser - 1 Timothy 4:12
Drake Kayser - Matthew 6:34
Jaxon Latwesen - Psalm 143:8b
Grace Lee - Hebrews 2:1
Abby Peyton - Psalm 119:172
Sydney Schroeder - Psalm 94:18-19
Zach Sidles - Psalm 121:1-2
Bryce Smith - Matthew 5:14
Maxine White - Exodus 14:14
Jackson Wolf - Psalm 55:22
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Direct Support Professionals Week
Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved one? It
is a role that is both demanding and meaningful. During
September’s National Direct Support Professionals Week,
we celebrate all the ways in which professional caregivers
help children and adults achieve their goals and build
meaningful lives, especially during the extra challenges
surrounding COVID-19 this year.
One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for
People with Disabilities. From 24-hour support to occasional
respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as
they find the confidence and independence they need to
thrive. In recent months, our DSPs have been dedicated to
the people we are privileged to serve, adding extra safety
measures to continue supporting individuals in our 24-hour
facilities and providing new activities to keep everyone
entertained and busy when leaving the house was not safely
an option.
This high-quality care is possible because of you – thank
you for lifting up your Iowa neighbors in times of crisis! If you
would like to learn more about how you can support crucial
programming like LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities,
please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy
and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people
of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more
at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

We are Still Here: LSI’s Services for People with
Disabilities
LSI Team Leader Ada works at Harmony House in
Muscatine, a 24/7 care facility provided through LSI’s
Services for People with Disabilities. The home provides
consistent care to five Iowans with intensive disabilities
and medical conditions. Ada and her team assist residents
with most parts of their day, from movement around the
home and hygiene routines to medications and meals.
Because of COVID-19, the residents at Harmony House
have not been able to safely see their families or
participate in the volunteering or work they love, as some
are able to do. But Ada and her team are there to offer a
familiar face and structure when everything else feels
uncertain. On days when clients feel scared or unsure, Ada
and her team provide support and comfort.
Throughout the pandemic, Ada and her team have worked
long hours to ensure they follow additional safety
precautions, protecting both themselves and the clients
they serve.
“We are an essential part of their daily life, regardless of
whatever storm lies in front of us. My work is needed for
my clients to survive,” Ada says. “But they are essential to
me and the other staff. They are the reason we do what we
do.”

Outdoor Worship & Communion
Bring your lawn chairs and join us on Sunday,
September 13 at 9:00 am for outdoor worship &
communion. Bible distribution for 3rd graders and 3
year olds will also take place.

The Window Facing East
by Ron Oline, edited by Susan Oline
All Things Members (ATM) Committee
If you asked my mom about my childhood, she
would probably mention how I was always up early,
climbed onto my chair, ate my breakfast, and off I
would go to whatever the day had in store. What I
always remember is walking into the kitchen and the
sun would be shining there through the only window
facing east. To this day, I think about how I felt God’s
spirit greeting me every morning and that he was
ready to go with me to whatever the day had in store.
It was a good feeling that I had every morning and
one I still think about today.
I was probably 13 years old when we moved from
that house. Every house I lived in for the next 40
years after that did not have a window facing east in
the room where I ate my breakfast. I guess I never
really thought much about it until Susan and I were
looking at moving to a different house once our kids
had left home and we were empty nesters.
One day, we went to an open house to see if it
might be the right one for us. As we left that particular
house, we noticed a For Sale sign on another house
across the street where a different realtor was holding
an unadvertised open house at the same time. I
actually wasn’t too impressed with the outside of the
house at first glance, but once we walked inside the
house, the first thing I noticed was the kitchen had a
window facing east. Not only that, but there was a
large triple set of windows facing east in the dining
area, too. I felt God’s spirit inside of me letting me
know this was the place.
I wasn’t sure if it would all work out to have a
house like this, but with God’s help, it did. We still live
there today. Now I get up in the morning and eat my
breakfast next to those east windows where the sun
shines brightly through in the morning, and I feel
God’s spirit right there going with me to whatever the
day has in store. God’s spirit is greeting you, too.
He’s there. Feel Him going with you to whatever the
day has in store for you.

Birthdays
& Wedding Anniversaries - September 2020
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
Richard Engen
Carol Jensen
Megan Main

Wednesday
2
Shane Hack
Kevin Sidles

Thursday
3
Robert Beier
Calista
Burlage

Floyd & Jane
Engler (53)
Ronald & Polly
Fank (32)
6
Jennifer Eddy
Aila Halligan

7
Rachel Eddy
Cole Johnson

8
9
Diana Muchmore Brianne Gosse
Bo Smith
Preston
Yonkovic

Mark & Donna
Nielsen (40)

13
Darlene Esmoil

14
Ethan Cahalan
Emilie Harder
Joshua Meike

15
Tucker Ruehlow
Allan Seemann

10
Shaelyn
McEnany

27
Tom Harland
Maya Jensen
Val Maximovich

Scott & Kathy
Hemsath (23)

21
Cara Johnson
Weslan Losey

28
Scarlett
Benesh

Saturday

4
Mark Crawford
Heidi Halligan
Jadin
Stephenson
Myles Thein

5
LaVon Lohmann

11
Lainey Allen
Michelle
Crawford
Jodi Hahn

12
Morgan Grover
Bryson Losey
Courtney Main
Ron Oline
Adah Schminke

Leon & Jeanne
Bachman (39)

Daniel & Wanda Eugene &
Haverkamp
Michelle
(42)
Ficken (38)

Craig & Janna
Coffman (38)

16
Mark Reymer
Don Smith

18
Rick Alber
Brady Kayser

19
Conley Schauf

Vince & Pam
O’Loughlin
(39)

Dennis & Tonya
Enright (12)
Bradley & Kari
Johnson (11)

25
Oliver Bader
Mark Nielsen
Lydia Oline

26

17

David & Sherie
McLaren (41)

20
Roberta Hinman
Robert Stivers Jr
Jerome Stivers
Mary Stivers
Le Tonn
Olivia Wolf

Friday

22
Porcia Grover
Dawna Smith

23
John Gosse
Keith Wilcox
Emily Wilson

Terry & Deborah
Foster (47)

Steve & Nancy
Elliott (59)
John & Deb
Williams Sr (32)

29

30
Marcus Beatty
David Duggan
Grant Nielsen
Pearl Oline

24
Martha Heinze
Cameron
Kallaus
Tavah Stevens

Tony & Emily
Cahalan (16)

Immanuel Lutheran Church - September 2020
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
9:00 Quilting

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

9

10

11
9:00 Bible
Study

12

17

18
9:00 Bible
Study

19

24

25
9:00 Bible
Study

26

6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 ATM

6
9:00 Worship
Virtual Hymn
Sing

7

8
9:00 Quilting

3:30 SWAG
6:30 BLAST
Office Closed

13
14
9:00 Outdoor
Worship with Holy
Communion &
Bible Presentations
Rally Sunday
9:45 Outdoor Family
Activities
7:00 Property

7:00 Preschool

15
9:00 Quilting

16

3:30 SWAG
6:30 Worship &
Music

6:00 Council
6:30 BLAST

22
9:00 Quilting

23

6:00 FORCE
20
9:00 Worship

21

3:30 SWAG

6:00 FORCE

27
9:00 Worship

6:00 FORCE

7:00 Youth Board 6:30 BLAST

28

29
9:00 Quilting

30

3:30 SWAG
6:30 BLAST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
512 5th St. N.E.
Independence, IA 50644
Contact Us:
Phone: (319) 334-2511
Fax: (319) 334-4596
Email: office@immanuelindee.com
Visit our webpage:
www.immanuelindee.com
Follow us on Facebook:
Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee
Worship With Us:
Sunday: 9:00 am Worship Service
**in person and Live on FB**

* Disclaimer: COVID-19 has the power
and authority to change any policies
and programming at any time. We have
not willingly conceded any power and
authority to this or any other virus.
Let it be known that any changes to
policies or programming forced upon
us by COVID-19 will be met with various
degrees of displeasure, up to and
including whining, temper tantrums,
and general fit throwing by the
staff.
**(Seriously though, because of the ever-changing
environment caused by this global pandemic,
policies and programming might change. We will
do the best we can to inform you of any changes
as they happen. Thanks for understanding.)

Attention children, youth, parents, and families! We invite you to kick off the Sunday School year with us on Sunday,
September 13, 2020! While we are not resuming in-person Sunday School yet, we want to provide resource kits for
families to nurture faith growth starting on Rally Sunday, which will also look different than previous years. Bring
school supplies for LWR school kits. Celebrate outside with social distancing and popsicles. We will have a social
distanced FAITH5* activity for families, 3rd graders and 3 year olds will receive their Bible (outside). We will also
send home kits for each Sunday in September to see how it goes. Please sign up at https://forms.gle/
FcCrNuquZn3VA1Jr9 to assure we have enough kits ready for everyone.
*FAITH5 is a trademarked course developed by Faith Inkubators.

