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After the Reformation
It’s a little strange handling Reformation this year. And when you think about that last
sentence, it’s really ironic.
So many things changed because of Martin Luther and his efforts to reform the
church, and not all of them are church related. Did you know that Luther’s writings
during the Reformation are one of the best early examples of how the mass
distribution of arguments, opinions, or viewpoints can sway the opinion of an entire
country? Sound familiar? Also, did you know that the Catholic church Luther was
trying to reform is still reforming? And so are the Lutherans?
Everything seems to be changing right now. (Obviously, I’m writing this before the
election, but regardless of who wins, there will be change.) Most of the leaves have
changed and are now blowing around my yard. The weather is definitely changing,
becoming colder. The days are becoming darker (literally and figuratively it seems).
Covid has changed the world for better and for worse. Instant news has changed the
worldview. The ability to share your opinion with everybody and instantly chastise
those who disagree with you has changed the world for the worse.
Quarantine and isolation have brought about many undesirable changes. More people
are suffering from depression and loneliness. Many people have added on a few extra
pounds. On the bright side though, some people have developed creative hobbies and
families have remembered what it means to be a family together again.
Unfortunately, not many of us are wired to embrace the volume and vastness of the
changes that we are being thrust into. John Maxwell once wrote, “Change is inevitable;
Growth is optional,” and I don’t feel much like growing through all these changes. Let
me have my structure and routines, please.
In the throes of the Reformation, Martin Luther wrote, “I know not the way God leads
me, but well do I know my Guide.” Imagine the courage that comes from believing
that God is our guide through whatever changes are coming our way! Luther had a
bounty on his head and yet continued to bring about change in his ever-changing world
with strength he credits God with. Luther acknowledged that he did not have the
wisdom or the heart or all the answers as he sought to bring change to church (and
therefore the world). Neither should we believe that we can navigate these changes by
our own abilities.
So, take heart! Jesus said, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:20) Jesus is with you always – through the Protestant Reformation
and the Covid Reformation and the Information Reformation and the Political
Reformation and whatever reformations come your way.
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...

A baptism service welcomed 4 baby girls to the Immanuel family, Viona Davis, Atley Sanderson, Adelyn Jensen, & Hazel Dennie

Love
Dawn taught
our youth
about the
Sacrament
of Holy
Communion

Pastor Greg offering drive through Communion

Live

Our youth learning about the Sacrament of Holy Communion and making their own Paten and Chalice

Our youth learned about the
Sacrament of Holy Communion from
Dawn Deines Christenson. She taught
them about the elements and meaning
of Communion while helping them
make their own Paten and Chalice.

Give

First communion items in the kiln
Patens & Chalices made by the youth

Prayer Concerns

4

October prayers for: Deana Miller, John Moran, Carrie
Erickson, Amy McFadden, Monette Colton, Janet
Leverington, Steve Shonka, Adah Schminke, Vanessa
Shekleton & family, BJ Wilcox, Kathy Hemsath,
Christina Garrigus-Jones, Pastor Greg & Gina DeBoer,
Holly Reyner, Kathy Olsen, Brody Bevans & family,
Sandy Schneider, and the Independence community.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John &
Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny
Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422
Congratulations to:
 Brian & Jennifer Eddy on their 20th wedding
anniversary on November 11th.
 Jeremy & Allison Johnson on their 15th wedding
anniversary on November 25th.
 Robert & Diana Muchmore on their 56th wedding
anniversary on November 29th.

October Pastoral Acts
Baptism:
 Adelyn Grace Jensen, daughter of Garrett & Amy
Jensen, baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on
October 18, 2020.
 Viona Marie Davis, daughter of Emmanual Davis &
Vanessa Shekleton, baptized by Rev. Greg
DeBoer on October 18, 2020.
 Atley Jo Sanderson, daughter of Billy & Sarah
Sanderson, baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on
October 18, 2020.
 Hazel Grace Dennie, daughter of Nicholas &
Katelin Dennie, baptized by Rev. Greg DeBoer on
October 18, 2020.

Be Thankful in All Things

Written by Ron Oline, Edited by Susan Oline
All Things Members (ATM) Committee

The month of November is when we celebrate
Thanksgiving. It is a time when families get together
and enjoy each other’s company with a big meal with
all the trimmings along with conversations of what is
going on in each other’s lives. Hopefully, everyone can
be thankful for something.
As I get older, I look back now more than ever and
am very thankful for the life God has given me.
Growing up on a farm in the Midwest was a wonderful
experience that I would never take back. We always
seemed to have food to eat and clothes to wear and
just that peaceful feeling that someone was looking out
for us.
As I grew up and got married to the person God
sent to me and we raised our own family with all the
ups and downs, God was still there seeing us through
each and every day. Now, I am a grandpa (or papa) to
four wonderful grandkids; and God continues to bless
me each and every day. I can’t be more thankful. I
continue to pray for good health for my entire family
that we may all enjoy life as God blesses us.
Whatever your circumstance in this month of
November as Thanksgiving comes again, Immanuel’s
ATM Committee hopes you will take time to think of
some reasons you can be thankful for what God is
doing in your life. Let those blessings give you hope for
the future. And keep talking to God in prayer.
As 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 reads: “Rejoice
always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.”

New Ministry Opportunity

The Parish Education committee is starting a new ministry
called Baptism Buddies. This ministry will connect newly
baptized members (mostly babies) of Immanuel to a Buddy
member of Immanuel. In order to be a Baptism Buddy you
just need to love God and want to pray for and connect with
the baptized member to remind them of God's love for them.
Anyone who has affirmed their own baptismal promises is
encouraged to be a Baptism Buddy to our newest members.
Please contact Becca West, Gina DeBoer, or the church
office if you would be willing to be a Baptism Buddy or if you
have any questions about this ministry.

Funeral:
 Lester Wright, who passed away on Monday,
August 31, 2020. Services were held on, Saturday,
October 24, 2020 at Immanuel with Rev. Greg
DeBoer officiating.
 Burton “Bob” Cashner, who passed away on
Tuesday, October 20, 2020. Graveside services
were held on Saturday, October 24, 2020 at Mt.
Hope Cemetery in Independence, Iowa with Rev.
Greg DeBoer presiding.
IN PERSON Sunday School will resume on Sunday, Nov 8, from 10:0010:45am. STUDENTS will gather in the fellowship hall. ADULTS will
gather in the sanctuary. Everyone must use the South entrance. If you
have not yet registered your student for Sunday School, please do so at
At this time JR Choir, SR Choir and
https://forms.gle/BzDxQ4WTcWTafMKn9. Covid restrictions will be
Wednesday meals are on hold. We
followed during worship and Sunday school. If you are willing to help lead
will continue to monitor the COVID
a small group for Sunday school (or help in anyway), please contact
situation to decide when these
Becca West or Gina DeBoer. If you would like a take-home Sunday
activities can resume.
school kit, please contact the church office or Gina DeBoer.

Sunday School News

On Hold

Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - November 2020
Sunday
1
Brea Bader
Bryce Christian
Morgan
Ristvedt

8
Jessica Beltz

Monday

Tuesday

2
Zachary Harris
Sharon
Lentzkow
David McLaren
Alisha Moore
Melissa Peyton

3
David Lehs
Jackson Wolf

Ron & Betty
Giddings (29)

Joe & Amanda
Fisher (2)

9
David Gissel
Linda Kress
Janet Shannon

10

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
Donald Fleming

5
6
Eric Bailey
Judy Fowlkes
Kaleb Budzine Kyle Oline
Brian Gipper
Travis Halligan
Daniel
Martinson

7

11
Andrew Smith
Tyler Tegler

12

13

14
Mindy Kayser

20
21
Elaine
Tyler Allen
Kirkendall
Richard
McKenna Koch Krempges
Beverly Krum
Latisha Smith

Brian & Jennifer
Eddy (20)
Brian & Brittany
Gipper (14)
15
Darlys Schmitt

16
Levi DeBoer
Nicole Kitner

17
Brittni Gipper

18
Brad Dennis
Ronald Jensen

19
Brecken
Fuelling

22
Brad Schultz

23
Logan Mestad

24
Jeff Peyton
Nikki Schroeder

25
Dawson
Fuelling
Pam O’Loughlin

26
27
Addison
Susan Oline
Barnes
Karlee Fuelling
Scott Hemsath
Ashlee Parker

Jeremy & Allison
Johnson (15)

29
Michelle Ficken
Christian Harris
Ginny Jensen
Charlene Ortner
Robert & Diana
Muchmore (56)

30
Mercedes Boies
Dean Gissel

28

Immanuel Lutheran Church - November 2020
Sunday
1
Daylight Saving
Time Ends

Monday
2

All Saints
Sunday
9:00 Worship

Tuesday
3
9:00 Quilting

6:30 ATM

Wednesday
4

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6
9:00 Bible
Study

7

12

13
9:00 Bible
Study

14

18

19

20
9:00 Bible
Study

21

3:30 SWAG
6:00 Council
6:30 BLAST

6:45 Parish Ed

3:30 SWAG
6:30 BLAST

7:00 FORCE
8
9
9:00 Worship
10:00-10:45 In Person
Sunday School for
Students and adults
7:00 Property

10
9:00 Quilting

7:00 Preschool
Board

7:00 FORCE

15
16
9:00 Worship
10:00-10:45 In Person
Sunday School for
Students and adults

NO FORCE

22
23
9:00 Worship
10:00-10:45 In Person
Sunday School for
Students and adults
**OCC Boxes Due**

11

1:00 IWELCA
3:30 SWAG
6:30 BLAST
17
9:00 Quilting

6:30 Worship &
Music
7:00 Youth
Board

24
9:00 Quilting

25

26
27
Office Closed

28

NO SWAG
NO BLAST

5:00 FORCE—OCC
Shopping
29
30
9:00 Worship
10:00-10:45 In Person
Sunday School for
Students and adults

7:00 FORCE

IWELCA News
The IWELCA Thankoffering will be a drop off or mail in
offering this year. If you would like to give for to the
Thankoffering, you can drop your donation off to the
church office or mail your donation to the church office
by December 1st. Please specify that it is for the
IWELCA Thankoffering. Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

Youth Happenings...





Wed, Nov 4, 3:30-5:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 11, 3:30-5:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 18, 3:30-5:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 25, NO SWAG

BLAST (Bible Learning and Serving Together)
7th and 8th graders





Wed, Nov 4, 6:30-8:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 11, 6:30-8:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 18, 6:30-8:00 pm @ church
Wed, Nov 25, NO BLAST

Youth Director’s

SWAG (Starting With an Awesome God)
5th & 6th Grade

Corner...

FORCE (Forming Our Relationships
with Christ and Each other)
High School Students
Sun, Nov 1, 7:00-9:00 pm @ church
Sun, Nov 8, 7:00-9:00 pm @ church
Sun, Nov 15, NO FORCE
Sun, Nov 22, 5:00-9:00 pm, OCC Shopping
Sun, Nov 29, 7:00-9:00 pm @ church

It’s Shoebox time!
A time to LIVE the way God asks us to
by showing our LOVE to those less
fortunate than us. GIVE a shoebox full of
gifts, necessities, and prayers today!
Immanuel will again be filling shoeboxes
for the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child
project. Empty boxes, brochures, and shipping envelopes
are available at church. Full boxes are due to church by
Sunday, November 22nd. The FORCE youth will be
doing their shopping and shoe box packing party on
Sunday, November 22nd. Any monetary donations you
would like to contribute (through giving envelopes) to their
shopping must be given by Sunday, November 15th.
Cash donations accepted through November 15th. If
you have any questions about this project, please contact
Gina DeBoer.
**There will be no OCC trip this year**

Be In The Know: text to 81010
Messages & Updates…
SWAG, text @SWAG2511
BLAST, text @BLAST2511
FORCE, text @FORCE2511
Jr Choir, text @ilcjrchoir

Sr Choir, text
@SRCHOIR2511
RPG, text @RPG2511
Sunday School, text @ilcss
Adult Confirmation
Partners, text @ilcpartner

In talking with my mom the other day, we were
saying how we don’t even know what is true
anymore. Can we believe what we hear on the
news or see on FB? What is right? Who is telling
the truth? Our minds can get so wrapped up in the
lies we can’t even see the truth anymore. We both
decided it is best for us to look for the things we
know to be true.
Here are a few things I know to be true:
(paraphrased by me)
Jesus is the way, the Truth and the life. No one
gets to the Father except through Him. (John
14:6)
God is Good. All the time. Even in the hurts,
brokenness, and dark times, God’s goodness is
forever. (1 Chronicles 16:34)
God is with me always. (Matthew 28:20)
God is my rock, my salvation, He won’t be
shaken. (Psalm 62:2)
God is patient. Even when I forget about Him, His
patience waits for me to turn back to Him. (2 Peter
3:9)
God is a forgiving God. If we confess our sins, He
will forgive us and renew us. (1 John 1:9)
God is slow to anger. He is merciful and
compassionate. His love is unfailing. (Psalm
86:15)
God loves us so much, He sent His son to die for
us. If we believe, we can live eternally because of
His grace and love for us. (John 3:16)
What do you know to be true? What truths are you
choosing to hold on to in these days of uncertainty,
lies, diseases, brokenness, and waiting? Let’s join
together and spread the Truth. Hold on to what you
know is true and share that message with someone
on FB, text, snapchat, letter, or Instagram. I’ve
shared some of the truths I know with you. I’m
waiting to hear from you.

With IN PERSON YOUTH
GROUPS resuming,
please remember:
*masks required
*social distance when possible
*in you feel sick, stay home
*if you are quarantined from school, you
should not attend youth group
either

National Adoption Month

Wee Care Preschool
This year has been one that no one will forget.
Fortunately, the students and staff have adjusted very
well to all the changes that are in place for the health
and safety of the preschool students and staff and can
continue to come to school and learn every day.
Wee Care Preschool is happy to announce that Olivia
Wolf has joined our team. Olivia is the four-year-old
classroom associate in the morning and three-year-old
classroom associate in the afternoon. Olivia is an
active member of Immanuel Lutheran and has been a
great addition to the preschool.
Family conferences will be scheduled later this month.
Currently, we are planning an Usborne book fair that
will run from Tuesday, November 17- Monday,
November 23. Books make a perfect gift for the
upcoming holidays! More information will be available
in the bulletin and on Facebook.
Like the classroom, our fall fundraiser will look different
than it has in the past. This year, we will be having a
“No Fuss Fundraiser.” With that being said, we are
asking for donations to help offset the cost of
expenses. All donations will be greatly appreciated. An
option for online giving is available on the drop down
menu on the church’s website. More information will be
available in the bulletin and on Facebook. Thank you in
advance for your understanding and generosity.
Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher,
Wee Care Preschool
weecare4@immanuelindee.com

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
3 & 4-year-old Registration
2020-2021 School Year
Do you know a child that will be three or four by
September 15, 2020?! Our preschool offers a nurturing,
Christian education that will help your child develop
all skills to reach their greatest potential. Registration is
open now!
3-year-old Class
-Must be 3 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-$100 monthly tuition
-Scholarships available
-Classes meet Monday,
Wednesday, & Friday

4-year-old Class
-Must be 4 by September
15, 2020
-Morning or Afternoon
classes available
-$25 registration fee
-Free tuition!
-Classes meet TuesdayFriday

November is National Adoption Month,
a time to honor families who have
opened their hearts and homes to children in need. For LSI,
it is a time to celebrate the families we support through
Foster Care and Adoption, and to raise awareness for the
hundreds of Iowa children in need of a safe, loving home.
In 30 counties across western Iowa, LSI Foster Care and
Adoption recruits, licenses, and supports foster and adoptive
families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a safe,
stable environment.
But more work needs to be done. According to the most
recent federal data, more than 100,000 children in the U.S.
are waiting to be adopted from foster care, and thousands of
teens age out of foster care every year without a permanent
family. To learn more about supporting Iowa children in
foster care, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065. LSI is also
available to provide a customized virtual shared ministry
opportunity for your congregation. If you would like to share
the message of LSI with your community, please contact our
Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to get started.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people
of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more
at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

“There is Hope”
As a young child growing up in multiple foster homes, Abby
dreamed of a forever family. When she moved in with foster
parents Joe and Dee, Abby knew she’d found the perfect
family for her. Joe and Dee had already adopted two of their
sons by the time Abby entered the family, and the children
immediately bonded. When Abby was no longer able to
reunify with her birth family, Joe and Dee decided to adopt
her into their family.
“The kids bless our lives,” Joe says. “I wish people knew
what kind of family you can have through foster care and
adoption, and how much love these kids have to offer.”
Abby is now a 17-year-old preparing to graduate high school
in the spring. She has found a forever family that
encourages her to pursue her passions and with the support
of her parents and siblings, Abby has found success as a
high school wrestler, earning top awards and titles
throughout her high school years.
Since being adopted into Joe and Dee’s family, Abby has
openly shared her story at National Adoption Month events
in her community. She wants to raise awareness about
foster care and adoption across Iowa, inspire families to
become foster and adoptive parents, and she hopes her
story can inspire other kids looking for the same loving
support system she has.
“To other kids out there in my situation, there is hope,” Abby
says. “You will find the perfect family that will give you all
their love and care for you, no matter what.”
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www.immanuelindee.com
Follow us on Facebook:
Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee
Worship With Us:
Sunday: 9:00 am Worship Service
**in person and Live on FB**

* Disclaimer: COVID-19 has the power
and authority to change any policies
and programming at any time. We have
not willingly conceded any power and
authority to this or any other virus.
Let it be known that any changes to
policies or programming forced upon
us by COVID-19 will be met with various
degrees of displeasure, up to and
including whining, temper tantrums,
and general fit throwing by the
staff.
**(Seriously though, because of the ever-changing
environment caused by this global pandemic,
policies and programming might change. We will
do the best we can to inform you of any changes
as they happen. Thanks for understanding.)

IN PERSON worship will resume on
November 1, 2020 @ 9:00am*
IN PERSON Sunday school
(for students and adults) will resume on
November 8, 2020 @ 10:00-10:45am*
*COVID restrictions apply - masks required, social
distancing of 6 feet when possible, use South
entrance only, no fellowship hour after church (adults
may join Pastor Greg in the sanctuary for small group
discussion during Sunday School)

