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To receive a digital copy of 
this newsletter, e-mail the 

church office at  
office@immanuelindee.com 

Sabbatical 

In more than 10 years of ministry, I have never taken a sabbatical.  I have 

listened to colleagues tell of the wonderful gift of taking intentional time 

away from the day-to-day operations of the congregational setting to be     

renewed and refreshed, and to focus and/or refocus on their personal gifts 

and passions.  I have been encouraged by friends and family, colleagues and 

church members, and even a doctor or two to get my sabbatical planned and 

scheduled.  My standard response was that I was too busy and the church 

was too busy for me to get away for such an extended time.  As it turns out, 

all that busyness is the very reason I need to take a sabbatical and fully    

engage in this wonderful gift. 

A sabbatical is a period of rest with a purpose.1  Sabbaticals originate from 

and gets its name from the first creation story in the book of Genesis.2  God 

does all of the creating on the first six days, and on the seventh (sabbath) 

day he rests.  The theme of sabbath (or sabbatical) weaves its way     

throughout all of scripture, from becoming a command3 to a question of     

authority between Jesus and the Pharisees.4  Sabbaticals have become 

standard practice in few professions – college professors and clergy are the 

most common. 

Sabbaticals are a time for: 

• Spiritual, emotional, and mental rest 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Personal reflection 

• Pursuing educational desires 

Sabbaticals are not: 

• A long vacation5 

• A time to search for a new job6 

I also want to acknowledge that this time away from Immanuel will be a      

challenge for Gina and me.  I will want to talk about what’s happening at the 

church, and she will too.  People will come to her with questions that don’t 

pertain to her duties with the youth and children of the church.  We will not 

get to worship together.  We ask that the congregation respect our        

boundaries and challenges as we work through the sabbatical together. 

I am incredibly grateful for this gift and I plan to use this time to rest, spend 

time with my family, do some travelling with my wife, and do some            

intentional studying around the use of music as a tool both in worship and 

personal devotional time. 

Article continued on the next page 

_________________________ 
1 A Passport to Good Health, Living Lutheran, May 16, 2013 
2 Genesis 1:1-2:4 
3 Commandment III 
4 Mark 2:27 
5 I will, however, spend some of this time travelling with my family 
6 It is understood that I stay at Immanuel for at least a year after the completion of the 

sabbatical.  



  

 

Continued from previous page 

Focus 

The focus of my sabbatical will be music, specifically how we use music in the worship setting and how 

music can be used as a devotional instrument both in the assembly and personally. 

Music has been a huge part of my life for as long as I can remember, from sneaking a radio into my       

bedroom when I was in elementary school and listening to music until I fell asleep to playing in a cover 

band that played nearly every weekend for four years and now to sharing my love of music with my      

children.  The truth is that, for me, music sets the mood for everything in my life, from work to play to 

even sleeping.  I know what music does for me; I want to learn more about how music can enhance other’s 

experience of God through worship and devotion. 

General Plan 

My plan is to read about the philosophy and psychology of music.  I also plan to use music based             

devotional materials for my daily devotions.  I will identify and worship with congregations who do music 

(both traditional and contemporary) very well.  I will also spend some time with the worship leaders of 

those congregations in an effort to figure out the why’s and the how’s of their musical offerings. 

Reading List  

 Musicophilia – Oliver Sacks 

 This is Your Brain on Music – Daniel Levitin 

 Canoeing the Mountains – Tod Bolsinger 

 How Music Works – John Powell 

 Then Sings My Soul – Robert Morgan 

 Open Your Hymnal (I & II) – Denise Loock 

…And others as my studies lead me. 

Travel 

I will be travelling to several churches to experience their worship offering and to talk with the leadership 

that plans the music for those services.  Some of these trips will be with my family as the situations allow.  

I anticipate attending worship services in Wisconsin, Iowa, Nebraska, Michigan, Indiana, and possibly 

Minnesota.  Expenses will play a big part in how often and how far I travel.   

Boundaries 

During this time of sabbatical, I will be fully disengaged from any ministry at Immanuel.  There will be 

people in place to handle the day-to-day pastoral duties as well as any pastoral emergencies that come up.  

When we are closer to the start of my sabbatical, the church will release a list of names and phone      

numbers. 

Also, please remember that Gina is not the church administrator or ministry coordinator.  She is not the 

go-between to come to me with questions or ideas.  Her job deals with the children and the youth, not the 

day-to-day ministries of the church. 

I will not be taking phone calls from church members (I will let it go to voice mail and if it is not church 

related, I will call back).  I will not be answering church related emails or texts.  I have to be fully          

disengaged for the sabbatical to be successful. 

So, thank you for this gift and this opportunity, it will not be wasted.  My time away will begin on May 1 

and I will return to the office on August 2.  I look forward to the prospect of reading and reflection, of a 

spiritual and emotional refreshing, and of a re-energizing of body and mind.  But, I also anticipate that  

before my sabbatical is finished, I will be anxious to get back to Immanuel.  Thank you. 



  

 

Seeing God at Immanuel in how we... 

Give 

Live 

Love 

Above and Right: SWAG activities 

Pastor Greg on a Sunday morning 

Lainey Allen & Ron Oline reading 
during a Mid Week Lent service 

Acolyte Training with Pastor Greg 

Above and left: 
Imposition of 
Ashes at    
Prairie Hills 

Junior Choir started back up! 



  

 

Lent Practices 2021 
• 3/1 – Mary gave to Jesus the best of what she had. What can you give to God today? Time? Money? Skills? 

Love to others? 

• 3/2 – Watch for ways to give. For every TV in your home, add a box of pancake mix to your donation box. 

• 3/3 – Mid Week Worship – 6:30pm – Travel to The Mount of Olives 

• 3/4 – Life can be messy sometimes – reflect on a difficult situation in your life right now. How can God help 
you through this dark time?  

• 3/5 – Work on cleaning up our Earth. Spend some time picking up trash in your neighborhood. While walking 
around, ask God to help you clean up your own messes.  

• 3/6 – Sing through your struggles. Find a song that reflects your joy for what God does in your life and listen 
to it. Share the song on FB to spread that joy with others. 

• 3/7 – Worship with us on-line or in person – 9:00am 

• 3/8 – Grow love within your community. Purchase (or origami) two flowers. Share one with a neighbor and 
keep one to remind you of God’s love.  

• 3/9 – Caring for God’s earth – if you own a lawn mower(s), add a jar(s) of peanut butter to your donation box. 

• 3/10 – Mid Week Worship – 6:30pm – Travel to Gethsemane 

• 3/11 – Gethsemane is a place of perfect storm. The place where combining forces meet and seem            
impossible to beat. What storm is brewing in your life today? Let Jesus calm the storm in your life today. 

• 3/12 – Batten down the hatches. Spend extra time today in the Word and let God speak to your needs. 

• 3/13 – Storms bring rain and wind. For every bath tub and ceiling fan in your home, add a bottle of shampoo 
to your donation box.  

• 3/14 – Worship with us on-line or in person – 9:00am 

• 3/15 – Soak up the sun/Son – Spend some time outside absorbing the wonders of God. 

• 3/16 – Rainbows follow storms. Make a list of what you are thankful for today. 

• 3/17 – Mid Week Worship – 6:30pm – Travel to The Courtyard 

• 3/18 – Peter denies Jesus in the Courtyard. In what ways have you denied Jesus? Ask for forgiveness for 
each of these actions. 

• 3/19 – Guilt weighs us down. For each scale in your home, add a box of pancake syrup to your donation box. 

• 3/20 – God’s grace lets us release our guilt. Plant a seed or plant outside to remind us of that new beginning.  

• 3/21 – Worship with us on-line or in person – 9:00am 

• 3/22 – “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8) Go to your favorite restaurant to celebrate 
Jesus’ love for you. 

• 3/23 – Grace over guilt. For every cross in your home, add a box of macaroni and cheese to your donation 
box. 

• 3/24 – Mid Week Worship – 6:30pm – Travel to Pilate’s Judgement Hall 

• 3/25 – Jesus was innocent. Use something you have been saving for that special occasion. The good china? 
The expensive bath bomb? That special outfit you can’t find the right time to wear?  

• 3/26 – Barabbas was guilty. Write a letter to someone whom you have hurt. Mend a relationship today. 

• 3/27 – Jesus’ death makes us free. For every vehicle you have, add one jar of pasta sauce to your donation 
box. 

• 3/28 – Worship with us on-line or in person – 9:00am – PALM SUNDAY 

• 3/29 – Holy week leads us to the cross. Draw a cross and write all your worries inside the cross. Jesus      
carries our burdens to the cross with Him.  

• 3/30 – Jesus said “your will be done” (Matt 26:42); God’s will is for us to “love your neighbor.” Drop off some 
cookies, a note, or help your neighbor in some way today. 

• 3/31 - Draw a squiggly/wavy line on a piece of paper, crossing over itself, reaching every corner, filling the 
paper. Color each section (where lines create shapes) a different color. Write a prayer request in each      
section. Spend some time praying for each section in the upcoming days.  

See April newsletter for the final days… 



  

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church - March 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Parish Ed 
6:30 ATM 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
3:30 SWAG 
5:00 Junior Choir 
6:30 Mid Week  
 Lenten Worship 
7:00 BLAST 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 

7 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 FORCE 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Property 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Preschool  
 Board 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
3:30 SWAG 
5:00 Junior Choir 
6:30 Mid Week  
 Lenten Worship 
7:00 BLAST 

11 12 
9:00 Bible Study 

13 

14 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-thru 
 Communion 
 
 
 
7:00 FORCE 
 
 
Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

15 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Worship &  
 Music 
 

17 
 
 
 
3:30 SWAG 
5:00 Junior Choir 
6:30 Mid Week  
 Lenten Worship 
7:00 Council 
7:00 BLAST 

18 19 
9:00 Bible Study 

20 

21 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-thru 
 Communion 
 
 
 
 
7:00 FORCE:  
 Faith & Poverty- 
 UNI online event 
 
 

22 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Youth  
 Board 

24 
 
 
 
3:30 SWAG 
5:00 Junior Choir 
6:30 Mid Week  
 Lenten Worship 
7:00 BLAST 

25 26 
9:00 Bible Study 

27 

28 
Palm Sunday 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-thru 
 Communion 
 
 
 
 
7:00 FORCE 
 
 

29 30 31 
 
 
 
 
3:30 SWAG 
5:00 Junior Choir 
7:00 BLAST 

   



  

 

Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - March 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Katie Johnson 
Tom Johnson 
Katie Wolf 
. 

2 
Monette Colton 
Connie  
 Fernandes 
Billy Sanderson 

3 
Cyndi Losey 
Bryce Smith 

4 
Allen Alber 

5 
Lily Giddings 

6 
John Lehs 
 

7 
Lindsey  
 O’Loughlin 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 
Paul Bachman 
Ryan Eddy 
Ann  
 Peterschmidt 

10 
Rylee Moran 

11 
Kevin Corbin 
Nicholas 
 Dennie 
Charlotte  
 Fisher 
Brittany Gipper 
Ivadel Luloff 
Parker  
 Sweeney 

12 
Gary Gissel 
Shane Hack Jr. 
Donald Reck 
Joan Tonn 

13 
Livvy Cannon 

14 
 

15 
Sue Gipper 
 
 

16 
Sydney  
 Schroeder 

17 
Grace Bohlken 
Sue Doan 
Madison Mestad 
John Moran 
Karen Wilson 
 

18 
David Erdelt 
Elijah Michels 
Saundra 
 Stephenson 

19 
Dorene  
 Hulseberg 
Elizabeth  
 Shonka 

20 
 

21 
Tami Corbin 
Doug  
 Peterschmidt 
Duane Werger 

22 
Jaxson Frye 
Brooklyn Kelchen 
Lisa Mestad 
Ryan Nielsen 
 

23 
Jamie Koch 
Naomi Reyner 

24 
Jordon Beier 
Eric Meyer 
Lucas Sidles 

25 
Curtis Baas 
Amy Marlow 
Benjamin  
 Michels 
Bonnie Nelson 
Gavin  
 O’Loughlin 
Daniel Putz 

26 
Timothy  
 Seemann 

27 
Judy Moore 
Pearl Pfab 
Madison  
 Schroeder 

28 
Jennifer  
 Sweeney 
Andy Thein 

29 
Shalon Frye 
Atley Sanderson 

30 
Addalyn Jones- 
 Thimmesch 

31 
Sidney Johnson 

   



  

 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life,     
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to     
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ  
Jesus our Lord. “ Romans 8:38-39 

Following a year of great struggles and trials, being 
separated from each other, and our normal being 
uprooted, this verse brings comfort to us. This  
weekend, 20 of Immanuel’s youth will participate in 
Virtual Quake. We will spend time worshipping,    
listening to speakers, building relationships with 
friends, and digging deeper into our faith. But most 
importantly, we will hear how we BELONG to God. 
We are protected, guided, provided for, and loved by 
the God who created us. No matter what plans get 
changed, God is constant. Whether students are  
doing virtual school or learning in person, God is 
there. When we are sick, quarantining, or missing 
our friends, God comforts us. The worldly disasters, 
pandemics, and struggles will happen, but they will 
not and cannot separate us from Christ. He holds us 
in His hands, right where we BELONG.  
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Corner... Youth Happenings... 
SWAG - 5th & 6th Grade  
 Wed, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31, 3:30-5:00 pm, in person 

BLAST - 7th & 8th graders  
 Wed, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31, 7:00-8:00 pm, in person 

FORCE - High School Students  

 Sun, Mar 7, 14 & 21, 7:00 pm, in person 
 Sun, Mar 28, 7:00 pm, Faith & Poverty-UNI online 

event 

NEXUS INSTITUTE 
NEXUS is a free, week-long, on-campus experience for 
high school students grades 9-12 at Grand View        

University in Des Moines. This summer’s 
theme is All Things New and runs from 
July 11-17. May 1st is the deadline to    
apply, but space is limited so apply today!  
Please stop by the office or see Gina 
DeBoer if you have any questions. 

 Opportunities for you? 
 Help keep our worship online: contact Pastor Greg 

 Donate snacks (individually packaged) or juice bags 
for SWAG and BLAST 

 Donate to Camperships 

 Be a Baptism Buddy: Contact Gina for information 

 Help with music during worship: Contact Jody  
DeBoer or Pastor Greg 

Upcoming... 
Save the Date 
Immanuel’s VBS will be August 1st-5th. 
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at “Rocky 
Railway”! If you would like to volunteer, 
please let Rebecca West, Erin Burmeister, 
or Gina DeBoer know. 

Immanuel Camperships 
We are still collecting donations towards the         
Immanuel Campership fund. We have many children 
interested in attending EWALU and hope to help 
make a week at camp possible for each of them. 
Donations can be brought to the church office, put in 
the offering plate (designated to  
camperships), or you can also give 
online and choose the campership  
option from the drop down menu. 
Thank you for supporting our youth! 

Last Call to sign up for  
TEENSERVE Mission Trip  

FORCE students and Upcoming FORCE students (Class    
of 2021-Class of 2025), this is a last call to sign up to       
attend a week long mission trip this summer. We will be   
traveling to Plainwell, Michigan to work together building 
and/or restoring a home. We will work during the day and 
"camp" at night. The cost of the camp is $425, BUT          
Immanuel will be paying $200 for each youth attending.   
This cost includes transportation, food while on site,       
lodging, service opportunities, and evening activities.     
Covid guidelines will be enforced. Registration and a $75 
down payment is due by Feb 17th. Please contact Gina 
DeBoer at youthdirector@immanuelindee.com if you have 
any questions. 

Save your POP CANS and BOTTLES!! 

If you’re doing some spring cleaning, 

remember that pop cans and bottles 

can be taken to Pop-A-Top Redemption 

(the one by Bill’s) for the Immanuel 

Youth Groups.  Drop your 5¢                

recyclables off there and ask for the 

refund to go to Immanuel Youth. 

Thanks in advance for your support! 

Practice will be March 7 & 14 

at 6:00 pm. Contact Gina if 

you are interested in being    

involved with RPG. 

mailto:youthdirector@immanuelindee.com


  

 

IWELCA News 

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool  
3 & 4-year-old Registration 

2021-2022 School Year 
Do you know a child that was three or four by        
September 15, 2021?! Our preschool offers a nurturing, 
Christian education that will help your child develop 
all skills to reach their greatest potential.  
3-year-old Class 
-Must be 3 by September 
15, 2021 
-Morning or Afternoon 
classes available 
-$25 registration fee 
-$125 monthly tuition 
-Scholarships available 
-Classes meet Monday-
Thursday 

4-year-old Class 
-Must be 4 by September 
15, 2020 
-Morning or Afternoon 
classes available 
-$25 registration fee 
-Free tuition! 
-Classes meet Monday-
Thursday 

Prayer Concerns 
February prayers for: Deana Miller, Carrie Erickson, 
Amy McFadden, Monette Colton, Janet Leverington, 
Adah Schminke, Brody Bevans & family, Sandy 
Schneider, Judy Harland, John Moran,  Kathy Olsen, 
Dan Martinson, Sharon Naylor, Nikki Harken & family, 
Jen Dobel & family, and the Independence community. 

Military: 
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719 
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John & 

Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426 
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny 

Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-
222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort 
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422 

Wee Care Preschool is selling Scratch Cupcakes 
through March 3. Frozen delivery will be Thursday, 
March 25, at 11:15- just in time for Easter! The      
preschool still has Casey’s pizza ($15 for 10 punches
- buy a large specialty, get a medium single topping 
free) and donut ($10 for 10 punches- buy 6 donuts, 
get 6 donuts free) cards. If you are interested, please 
contact the church office. Cards can be sent in the 
mail for contactless orders! Thank you to those that 
have helped to make these fundraisers successful. 
 

Virtual registration for the 2021-2022 school year is 
underway! Links and more information can be found 
on our Facebook page or the Church website. If you 
have any questions, please contact the Church office 
or the preschool. 
 

Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher,  
Wee Care Preschool  
weecare4@immanuelindee.com  

  Wee Care Preschool 

Sunday School News 

Are You Bored??? 
If so, we have a way to solve this problem and give 
back to less fortunate children. Make backpacks!    
We’re out of backpacks to put school supplies in this 
year. We send 100 plus school kits to Lutheran World 
Relief every fall.  By saying we, I mean our whole  
congregation. This started out with IWELCA doing lots 
of different kits for LWR. Then IWELCA decided to 
focus on the school kits only. 
 

At one of our IWELCA board meetings, Gina DeBoer 
approached us on behalf of the Parish Ed. Committee. 
They needed a project for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
and wanted to see if we were open to having the   
Sunday School kids help us put together the school 
kits. We were thrilled and thankful.  
 

The backpack kits are at the church.  Pick up as many 
as you would like to sew.  Each kit makes 2         
backpacks. There is 1 yard of fabric, 4 cords (sized 
and the ends finished), and instructions. All you need 
to furnish is the thread.  Make what you can - all help 
is deeply appreciated! 
 

We want to thank all who returned the plastic bags 
and instructions with their finished bags. We were able 
to reuse them this year. This saved us money and 
time. 
 

We are so thankful for all of our sewers. These bags 
are so much nicer than the nylon bags that are     
available to purchase. 
 

Thank you, 
IWELCA Board and Parish Ed Committee 

Holy Week Service Times 
Sun, Mar 28 - Palm Sunday Service: 9:00 am 
Thurs, Apr 1 - Maundy Thursday Service: 6:30 pm 
Fri, Apr 2 - Good Friday Service: 6:30pm 
Sun, Apr 4 - Easter Sunday Service: 9:00 am 

We will continue to provide take home    
packets for Sunday School. We are also 

working toward a plan for resuming in  
person Sunday School. Keep an eye on 
Facebook, our website, and the weekly 
announcements for updates. If you are 
interested in volunteering to help with 
Sunday School, please contact Becca 

West or Brea Bader. 



 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church      
512 5th St. N.E.                           
Independence, IA  50644 

Contact Us: 

Phone: (319) 334-2511 

Fax: (319) 334-4596 

Email:  office@immanuelindee.com 

 

Visit our webpage:       
 www.immanuelindee.com 

Follow us on Facebook: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee 

 

Worship With Us: 

Sunday:   9:00 am In Person & Facebook  

      Worship Service 

Easter Lily Sales 
We will have a limited number of 

Easter Lilies that you can purchase 
in honor or in memory of your loved 

ones.  They will be $12 each. 
Please contact the church office if 
you would like to purchase one or 

have any questions. 


