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All About Candidacy 
By the Rev. Steven Brackett, Assistant to the Bishop 

Back in 2000 I finally decided to answer the call to ministry that had been nagging 
at me for seven years.  The first non-family member with whom I shared this news 
was Pastor Janet Peele Wold, our pastor at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church in Rockford, Illinois.  She was very encouraging, of course.  As a graduate 
of Wartburg Seminary, she told me I just had to go to seminary at Wartburg.  My 
first response was, “Where is Wartburg?”  I did not realize that we had an ELCA 
seminary just two hours away from Rockford in Dubuque, Iowa. 

Pastor Wold then asked if I had contacted the Northern Illinois Synod to apply for 
Candidacy.  I was too embarrassed to ask, “What is Candidacy?” so I simply said, 
“No.” 

As my journey moved forward, I did indeed learn a great deal more about the   
seminaries of the ELCA and about Candidacy.  But I couldn’t help but wonder why I 
did not hear more about our seminaries and about Candidacy while a member of 
two different ELCA congregations. 

“I discovered that our seminaries and Candidacy are some of the 
best-kept secrets of the church.  My hope is that this will change!” 

While most people may not know the names and locations of our church           
seminaries, most people do understand their purpose—to form pastors and      
deacons for ministry.  But I think few members of congregations know much, if   
anything, about Candidacy.  

Each synod has a Candidacy Committee which is responsible for walking with  
seminarians throughout their journey to becoming a pastor or a deacon.  The ELCA 
has a Candidacy Manual which is regularly updated that guides the work of all 
Candidacy Committees.  The manual is focused on the formation of future leaders 
of the church.  

The Candidacy Committee is responsible for supporting 
and challenging each candidate in the synod to meet the 
standards and expectations of the church as outlined in 
the Candidacy Manual. 

The Candidacy Committee reviews background information about potential       
candidates and then meets with each candidate for an Entrance Interview to      
determine if the candidate is ready to begin the seminary journey.  

A relator from the committee remains in communication with each candidate while 
they are in seminary.  Prior to beginning internship, two members of the Candidacy 
Committee meet with the student and seminary advisor for an Endorsement Panel.  

The full committee votes on Endorsing the candidate for internship based on the 
recommendation from the panel.  The final step in Candidacy is to have the full 
committee meet with the candidate for an Approval Interview.  

At this point, the committee decides if the candidate is ready to become an         
ordained pastor or deacon.  If the answer is yes, the candidate enters the ELCA 
First Call Process to be placed in the first ministry site.  

The Candidacy Committee continues to support the candidate until the person is 
placed in a First Call. The Candidacy Committee is made up of rostered ministers, 
laypeople, the ELCA Candidacy Coordinator for Region 5, a seminary                
representative, and the Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership for the Northeastern 
Iowa Synod. 



  

 

Seeing God at Immanuel in how we... 

Give 

Live 

Love 

Five Immanuel Youth were inducted into the 
National Honor Society 

In memory of Jim Wester 

FORCE enjoying a bonfire 

The Immanuel 
graduates were 
honored at the 
May 23 Worship 
Service 

SWAG kids playing a game 

RPG played for Josh & Heather Eckhoff’s wedding 



  

 

UPCOMING... 

VBS Planning Meeting—June 24th 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
Immanuel’s VBS will be August 1st-5th. 
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at 
“Rocky Railway”! There will be a VBS 
planning meeting at 6pm on Thurs-
day, June 24th. If you are interested in  
helping with VBS in any way, please plan on attending 
this meeting. If you would like to join us through zoom, 
contact Gina. Thank you! 

May Pastoral Acts 
Wedding: 
 Josh & Heather Eckhoff were united in marriage on 

Saturday, May 1, 2021 with Rev. Greg DeBoer  
officiating. 

Prayer Concerns 
May prayers for: Deana Miller, Carrie Erickson, 
Monette Colton, Brody Bevans & family, Sandy 
Schneider, John Moran,  Kathy Olsen, Dan Martinson, 
Sharon Naylor, Jen Dobel & family, Nancy Elliott, Roger 
Oline, Loretta Schumacher, Chad Hoinacki, Bud 
VandeZande and the Independence community. 

Military: 
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719 
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John & 

Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426 
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny 

Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-
222d, Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort 
Eustis, VA, 23604-5422 

Congratulations to: 
 Harold & Sandy Schneider on their 59th wedding   

anniversary June 10th. 
 Jeffrey & Amber Lorenzen on their 10th wedding         

anniversary on June 11th. 
 David & Cathy Lehs on their 45th wedding              

anniversary on June 12th. 
 Vic & Charlene Ortner on their 52nd wedding          

anniversary on June 14th. 
 Ronald & Sheri Foster on their 53rd wedding          

anniversary on June 15th. 
 Matt & Darci Fuelling on their 20th wedding            

anniversary on June 29th. 

Opportunities for you? 
 Help plan and organize VBS 
 Help in the AV/Tech booth 
 Donate to TeenServe 
 Be a Baptism Buddy 
 Serve as an Usher 
 Write an article for an upcoming newsletter 
 Serve on the Photo Directory team 
 Be on the Memorial Gardens task force 
Contact the church office for more information! 

TeenServe 

This summer, Immanuel will have a team of 10 (Travis 
Mestad, Gina DeBoer, Levi DeBoer, Jaxon Latwesen, 
Kenzie & Sydney Schroeder, Madison & Gavin Mestad, 
Jackson Wolf, and Brooklyn Kelchen) traveling to  
Plainwell, MI to serve at the TeenServe Island City   
Workcamp. Workcampers will be helping needy families 
with home repair projects, participating in devotions and 
worship, and enjoying fellowship with Workcampers from 
all over the country. The group will be gone from June 
26th - July 3rd. Please keep our Workgroup in your   
prayers before, during, and after 
our travels.  
In addition to prayers, we are 
asking for donations to  support 
our trip. This year has been tough 
for fundraisers, so the group has paid much of their trip 
on their own. Financial donations to help with travel costs 
are greatly appreciated. The group will also need to bring 
work supplies such as a caulking gun, painting tape, drop 
cloths, dust masks, and large garbage bags. Each       
individual will need to have a personal work kit consisting 
of a hammer, paint roller (with 2 covers), paint scraper, 
paint tray, safety goggles, paint rags, paintbrushes, and 
work gloves. If you have any of these items you are     
willing to lend or donate to the group, please contact    
Gina. Many thanks for your support! 

Drive-through Communion 
There will be drive-through communion every Sunday 
through August 1st (except June 6th & July 4th) from 
10:00 – 10:30 am in the North Parking Lot. 

Ecumenical Youth Choir 2021 
Under the direction of Mrs. Amanda Fisher 

Open to singers entering grades 6-9 
There will be an Ecumenical Youth Choir for this        

summer’s Ecumenical Service on July 4th. 
Rehearsal information coming soon! 

If interested, please join the Remind group by texting 
@ecuchoir21 to 81010 or contact Mrs. Fisher  

by email at afisher@indeek12.org 



  

 

It’s summer! We made it through an entire school 
year, covid style! Some days were good, some were 
more than challenging. But, with God’s help, we 
made it! Now is the time to reflect, relax, and renew.  

REFLECT- What did you learn this year? Not just 
what math concept or science experiment have you 
learned, but what did you learn about yourself? Your 
friends? Your faith? Did you enjoy remote learning? 
Or could you just not do it? Remember this when 
you schedule college classes! Did you use your    
extra time to exercise or to sleep? How did that work 
for you? Did you learn a new craft or game? Did you 
fine tune your athletic skills?  

Turn off the music, Netflix, and YouTube videos. Put 
down your phone and really think about what you 
learned this past year. Take a moment to jot down 
what good things came out of this year. Are you 
more patient? Are your relationships deeper? Did 
you find out who your true friends are? Can you 
swoosh that basketball now? Is your music          
performance ready? Did you figure out how to fill 
your bucket? (reading, painting, walking, time with 
friends) 

Next, flip the page over and list where you still need 
to grow? Patience? Flexibility? Self-discipline? 
Faith?  Do you have to learn how to ask for help? Do 
you need to practice positive self-talk? Maybe get up 
and move a little more? 

Although this year has been anything but consistent, 
God is constant. We can learn something from all 
circumstances. Next, we have to figure out what to 
do with what we have learned. God gives us a new 
start each day. He helps us to use what we have 
learned to glorify Him. He gives us a chance to lean 
on Him in the areas we still need to grow. No       
mistake is unforgivable, no challenge too great for 
our God. When you look back to see what you have 
learned, be sure to add this truth to your list before 
going forward. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths 
straight.” Prov 3:4-5  
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Corner... Youth Happenings... 

 

S U M M E R  S T R E T C H  
Summer Stretch takes place one 
day each summer month (6/9, 7/7, 
8/11). On June 9th, we will be    
starting at 9am at church making tie 
blankets for baptism babies. Then 
we will have lunch together 
(provided) before we head to 
SkyZone in Cedar Rapids, returning 
home at 3pm. SkyZone reservations 
will be made soon and we need to make sure     
numbers are accurate. Please confirm you are     
attending with Gina. For this first Summer Stretch 
there are 15 kids signed up. It is not too late to add 
friends, but they will not get a t-shirt as that order 
has already been placed. Questions? Ask Gina. 

Kennedi Benesh 
Makenna Burmeister 
Reagan Burmeister 
Mason Burns 
Camden Cahalan 
Levi DeBoer 
Morgan Grover 
Lorna Jensen 
Zoey Jensen 
Sidney Johnson 

Brooklyn Kelchen 
Kennedy Kelchen 
Macy Kelchen 
Bryson Losey 
Gavin Mestad 
Logan Mestad 
Madison Mestad 
Hunter Mestad 
Rylee Moran 
Abby Peyton 

Adaline Schares 
Keira Schares 
Maxine White 
Abby Yonkovic 
Callen Yonkovic 
Gina DeBoer 
Ryan DeBoer 

EWALU Attendees 
As we head into summer and as 
the summer progresses, please 
remember to keep those who are      
attending EWALU this summer in 
your prayers. The list of those  
attending is to the right. Thank 
you! 

The Wholly Iowa Youth Leadership 
Discipling Event for high school 
youth, is back this year at a new  
location with new adventures. 

Set for July 23 to 25, the event will take place at EWALU 
Bible Camp with the theme, “Leading in the WIYLDE.” 

WIYLDE is an annual camp for high school youth of ELCA 
congregations in Iowa to learn how to become future     
leaders of the church. This year’s WIYLDE will focus on 
leadership skills that students can use in their congregation 
and beyond. Even though it’s only a weekend, there will still 
be large group teaching times, small group discussions, 
games and campfires. 

Turn in registration form to Gina BY July 7th. I must sign 
your registration form and have it turned in by July 15th.  
The $60 registration fee includes lodging, meals, and a       
T-shirt. Congregations are encouraged to contribute $30 
toward that fee. Immanuel WILL be paying $30 for youth 
who sign up through church.  

Details: Immanuel will provide transportation to/from 
WIYLDE. We will be leaving Immanuel at 5:30pm on Friday, 
July 23rd. Parents are encouraged to attend the closing  
worship at 11am on Sun, July 25th. We can coordinate rides 
if anyone wants to attend worship.  



  

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church - June 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
9:00 Quilting 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
6:30 All  
 Committee  
 Meeting 

3 
9:00 am CAFE 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Calico  
 Cut-ups 

4 5 

6 
9:00 Worship - Hymn 
 Sing 
**No Drive-through 

Communion** 

7 8 
9:00 Quilting 

9 
9:00-3:00  
 Summer  
 Stretch 

10 11 
 

Office 
Closed 

12 

13 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-through 
 Communion 

14 
 

Office 
Closed 

15 
9:00 Quilting 

16 17 18 19 

20 
Sunday of Hope 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-through 
 Communion 

21 22 
9:00 Quilting 

23 24 
9:00 am CAFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 VBS  
 Planning  
 Meeting 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30-6:30 Relay  
 for Life Drive- 
 through dinner  
 at church 

27 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Drive-through 
 Communion 

28 29 
9:00 Quilting 

30    

Teen Serve 



  

 

Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - June 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Kari Johnson 
Holly Reyner 
 
 
 
 
Scott & Shalon  
 Frye (19) 

2 
Peyton Lolwing 
LeeAnn Walztoni 

3 
Landon Allen 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill & Lynn  
 Isham (43) 

4 
Betty Knippel 
Michael Meyer 
Alexandria  
 Shannon 

5 
Sherie McLaren 
Amira  
 O’Loughlin 

6 
Mary Ellen Bagby 
Charles Beltz 
Pamela Dennie 
Ed Gipper 
Josie Gipper 
Gavin Mestad 
 
Saundra & Sean  
 Stephenson (12) 

7 8 
Linda Dillon 
Debrah Grass 
 Weber 
Jerry Jensen 
Blake Smith 

9 
Cruz Allen 
Lowell Kress 
Jeffrey Lorenzen 

10 
Kelsea Corbin 
Beverly Michels 
Braden Michels 
Jeanne Tonn 
LaVelle Wessels 
 
 
Ed & Sue  
 Gipper (38) 
Harold & Sandy 
 Schneider (59) 
 

11 
Ryker Burlage 
Owen Schares 
Ava Shannon 
 
 
 
 
Terry & Pam  
 Dennie (38) 
Jeffrey & Amber  
 Lorenzen (10 

12 
Brian Grover 
Patti Meyer 
 
 
 
 
 
David & Cathy  
 Lehs (45) 
Jeff & Melissa  
 Peyton (22) 

13 
Savannah  
 Kallaus 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom & Cara  
 Johnson (24) 
Vic & Charlene  
 Ortner (52) 

15 
James Jensen 
Alan Kitner 
 
 
 
Kevin & Tami  
 Corbin (19) 
Ron & Sheri   
 Foster (53) 
Andrew &  
 Latisha Smith  
 (19) 
 

16 
Ron Pierce 

17 
Doug Beier 
Emily Erdelt 
Tonya Knautz 
Rebecca Stahr 

18 
Landon Fisher 
Robert  
 Peterschmidt 
 
 
Daniel & Anita  
 Putz (44) 

19 
Bailey Andersen 
Jadyn Schultz 

20 21 
Tami Fenner 
Ethan Walztoni 
 
 
 
Sherry & Brian  
 Stevens (24) 

22 
Dickson Frye 
 
 
 
 
Matthew &  
 Amanda Burns  
 (19) 
Daryl & Mary  
 Kay Johnson  
 (47) 

23 
Hannah Koch 
Logan Lamparter 
Brad Shannon 
Jacob Sidles 

24 
Tyler Beier 
Barbara Lake 
Brenda  
 Michels 
Zachary Sidles 
 
Brian & Kathy  
 Meyer (32) 
Bret & Hilary  
 Weber (9) 

25 
Daermon  
 Garrigus 
Molly Martin 

26 
Tatum Stevens 
 
 
 
 
 
Garry & Judy  
 Moore (39) 

27 
Shirley Allen 
Shiloh Pieper 
 
 
 
Tara & Kevin  
 McEnany (24) 

28 
Tula Carey 
Alexa Doan 
Matt Leisinger 

29 
Braxton  
 Andersen 
Leon Bachman 
 
 
Matt & Darci  
 Fuelling (20 

30 
Pat Haven 
Tim Jensen 
 
 
 
Doug & Ann  
 Peterschmidt  
 (42) 
Keith & BJ  
 Wilcox (42) 

   



  

 

Books for Every Child 
Wee Care is collecting funds over the summer for our 
“Books for Every Child” program. With this program, we are 
asking for volunteers to sponsor a child in one of the      
preschool classrooms. For $15, a child will receive nine 
books of their very own to take home! What a great way to 
invest in literacy and invest in our future!  If interested, 

checks can be dropped off or mailed to the 
Church. Please note that your donation is 
being made for the Books for Every Child 
program or Scholastic (where the books 
are  ordered from). Thank you in advance 
for your generosity with our annual event. 

Virtual registration for the 2021-2022 school year is      
underway! Links and more information can be found on 
our  Facebook page or the Church website. If you have 
any questions, please contact the Church 
office or the preschool. 
 

Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher  
Wee Care Preschool 
weecare4@immanuelindee.com  

Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool  
3 & 4-year-old Online Registration 

2021-2022 School Year 
Do you know a child that will be 3 or 4 by September 
15, 2021?! Our preschool offers a nurturing, Christian         
education that will help your child develop all skills to 
reach their greatest potential.  

3-year-old Class 
-Must be 3 by September 
15, 2021 
-Morning or Afternoon 
classes available 
-$25 registration fee 
-$125 monthly tuition 
-Scholarships available 
-Classes meet Monday-
Thursday 

4-year-old Class 
-Must be 4 by September 
15, 2021 
-Morning or Afternoon 
classes available 
-$25 registration fee 
-Free tuition! 
-Classes meet Monday-
Thursday 

Wee Care Preschool 

 IN THE COMMUNITY 

Relay for Life Drive Thru Dinner 
Relay for Life Buchanan County will host a Drive 
Thru Dinner on Saturday, June 26th from 4:30-
6:30 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church (back 
parking lot with the canopy). The Pork Producers will 
supply 1/3 lb. Pork Burgers and the menu will include 

baked beans, potato salad, and a cookie. The cost is $7 
per meal. We will  begin taking orders by phone on 
June 1st through June 23rd. Please call Don Mumm at 
319-334-3888 or 319-334-8459 to place your order   
starting June 1st. 

Sunday of Hope 
On Sunday, June 20th, we will be celebrating 
“Sunday of HOPE” as a part of the America 
Cancer Society’s annual Relay for Life.  As part 
of our Sunday of HOPE we are giving you the 
opportunity to order Luminarias “in honor of” or “in 
memory of” a loved one.  These Luminaria will be used to 
decorate our sanctuary for this special service.  Each   
Luminaria is $5 and needs to be purchased by Friday, 
June 18th. Checks can be made payable to the American 
Cancer Society. Please contact Ed or Sue Gipper if you 
have any questions. 563-608-2173 or 563-920-5119. 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of          
community-based preventive health screenings,     
is pleased to offer a preventive health event at    
Immanuel Lutheran Church on Thursday, July 22, 

2021. Five safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are   
typically not a part of a routine physical will be offered. Appointments are      
limited, so please sign up now by calling 1-800-640-6307 and receive a $10 
discount off the package or text the word circle to 797979 or visit Life Line 
Screening’s website at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 
 

Complete Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and           
osteoporosis screening for $149 ($139 with the special Facebook          
discount).  Speak with the LLSA representative for more package          

options.  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. 

 

There will be  
an Ecumenical  

Community Worship 
service at Veteran’s 

Park on Sunday, July 
4 at 9:30 am. There 
will be no service  

at Immanuel.  
Join together in the 
park for Worship! 

wlmailhtml:%7bBC4FA770-8126-4ADC-B1E8-6D5E468AD5DD%7dmid:/00000769/www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle%20


  

 

 

This thank you is long over due, but I’ve wanted to     
express our sincere thanks for your support of our Relay 
for Life events your church has provided. 

It was an awesome setup for our drive-thru meal in   
February and we hope to repeat that success in June! 

Ed & Sue Gipper are great committee members and it is 
evident how strong their faith is when we get together. 

Thank you for your generosity and use of your church 
facilities. 

Respectfully, 
Cheryl Curry, for Buchanan County Relay for Life 

Immanuel gals, 

Together we make a difference, you all are truly 
wonderful! 

You and your friends have donated many items 
to Lutheran World Relief, I am sending you a 
gracious thank you! Each year you bless     
thousands of families with quilts and kits. 

They appreciate the dedicated time and love 
each one of you uses in gathering all the       
necessary  purchases, plus talented skills it   
requires to achieve such awesome results. With 
the ongoing efforts by you and your teams, we 
continue to have fantastic results. Our        
warehouse in South St. Paul, MN will receive 
items any time of the year. 

Thank you, 
Lea Norlinger 

The post prom committee and the junior and senior 
students greatly appreciate your donation. You 
helped make this year’s event a tremendous success 
and we thank you. 

Post Prom 2021 

Thank you for your donation of: 
• 61.1 lbs of food. We appreciate your continual support! 
• $75; bless you for your kindness! 

The Independence Area Food Pantry 

Cultivating an intentional practice of gratitude can 
have many positive benefits. These prompts are a 
great way to get started! 

1. Where did you see God in your life today?  
2. What are you learning about yourself this      

season? 
3. What is one thing you love about yourself? 
4. What talents or gifts you are grateful you have? 
5. Write about a lesson you are grateful you 

learned. 
6. Name one prayer you have seen God answer 

lately. 
7. List three people who have had a positive impact 

on your life. 
8. What is one thing in your home that brings you 

joy? 
9. Recall a time someone encouraged you when 

you needed it. 
10. What about your body are you grateful for? 
11. Write about a family member you are grateful 

for. 
12. List three ways you notice the beauty of God 

around you today. 
13. What made you laugh today? 

14. List three people you are grateful to have in your 
life and why. 

15. What are you grateful for in this season? 
16. Write about a happy memory. 
17. Name something you like about yourself. Why? 
18. What do you enjoy most about your job? 
19. What praise and worship song are you grateful 

for? 
20. What are you most grateful for from your     

childhood? 
21. Something that bought you joy today. 
22. Choose a picture from your phone. Why are you 

grateful for this moment? 
23. Write about a life experience that has had a  

positive impact on your life. 
24. What made you smile today? 
25. Share a quote that inspires you. 
26. Write about a tradition you love. 
27. What was the best part of your day? 
28. Where in life could you be more grateful? 
29. Write three ways you can show kindness to   

others this week. 
30. What experience were you most grateful for this 

month? 



 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church      
512 5th St. N.E.                           
Independence, IA  50644 

Contact Us: 

Phone: (319) 334-2511 

Fax: (319) 334-4596 

Email:  office@immanuelindee.com 

 

Visit our webpage:       
 www.immanuelindee.com 

Follow us on Facebook: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee 

 

Worship With Us: 

Sunday:   9:00 am In Person Worship  


