
AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD IN HOW WE LOVE, IN HOW WE LIVE, AND IN HOW WE GIVE. 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
512 5TH STREET NE, INDEPENDENCE, IOWA  50644 
TEL: (319) 334-2511, E-MAIL:  OFFICE@IMMANUELINDEE.COM 
REV. GREG DEBOER 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SUNDAY, JULY 18, 2021, 9:00 AM  

PRELUDE    
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: Grace to you and peace, 
C: From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
L: We come together as individuals, 
C: And we will leave here a community. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: God of grace, 
C: We gather in your house full of regret and remorse for the things that have kept us from 

fulfilling your calling. We have failed to act, and we have behaved in ways that disappoint. 
But we are your children, and you have promised to forgive. We ask for your forgiveness 
and the desire to do your work in the world. 

L: God loves and forgives all of His children. Receive God’s forgiveness and move through the world 
unburdened by sin, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN #1062                             “BUILD A LONGER TABLE” 
Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 
feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 
 

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 
For any place where justice is denied, 
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 
 

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 
Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 
When we embrace compassion more than fear, 
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 
 

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 
So must our tables welcome those who roam. 
None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 

KYRIE PAGE 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above,  
and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world,  
for the well being of the church  
of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house,  
and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort,  
and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.



THIS IS THE FEAST PAGE 149 
This is the feast  
of victory for our God.  
Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ,  
the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free 
to be people of God. 
Power and riches 
and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing 
and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast  
of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn 
of all creation: 

blessing and honor  
and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast  
of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain 
has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: God of community, 
C: We come into this worship space as individuals, separated by what makes us different. 

Through your worship, we break down those barriers, so that we go out into the world as 
sisters and brothers. Amen. 

 

READING                                                                                                                                                     EPHESIANS 2:11-22 
11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who 
are called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 
12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our 
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, 
the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might 
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 
through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom 
you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

L:  THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
C. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

SERMON                                                          “WE NEED X-RAY VISION”                                   REV. MICHAEL SHERER 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #654                   “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION”
The church’s one foundation  
  is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  
she is his new creation  
  by water and the word.  
From heav’n he came and  

sought her  
  to be his holy bride;  
with his own blood he bought her,  
  and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev’ry nation,  
  yet one o’er all the earth,  
her charter of salvation  
  one Lord, one faith, one birth:  
one holy name she blesses, 

  partakes one holy food,  
and to one hope she presses  
  with ev’ry grace endued. 

 

Though with a scornful wonder 
  this world sees her oppressed,  
by schisms rent asunder,  
  by heresies distressed,  
yet saints their watch are keeping;  
  their cry goes up: “How long?”  
and soon the night of weeping  
  shall be the morn of song. 
 

Through toil and tribulation  
  and tumult of her war,  

she waits the consummation  
  of peace forevermore;  
till with the vision glorious  
  her longing eyes are blest,  
and the great church victorious  
  shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth has union  
  with God, the three in One,  
and mystic sweet communion 
  with those whose rest is won.  
Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus!  
  Lord, save us by your grace, 
that we, like saints before us,  
  may see you face to face.  



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: …hear our prayer. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 

PAGE 153                   “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”       
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
Lord God of power and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen! 
 

CLOSING HYMN #551                    “THE SPIRIT SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE” 
The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 
we go in Jesus’ name 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
God’s favor to proclaim.  
 

We go to comfort those who mourn 
and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream 
and help the blind to see. 

We go to be the hands of Christ, 
to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, 
to do the loving deed. 
 

Then let us go to serve in peace, 
the gospel to proclaim. 
God’s spirit has empowered us;  
we go in Jesus’ name. 



DISMISSAL 
P: God is good… 
C: all the time! 
P: All the time… 
C: God is good! 
P: And all God’s people said… 
C: Amen! 
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Prayers for: Deana Miller, Carrie Erickson, Monette Colton, Brody Bevans & family, Sandy Schneider, John 
Moran, Dan Martinson, Sharon Naylor, Jen Dobel & family, Chad Hoinacki, Bud VandeZande, and Susan 
Thimmesch. 
 

Military: -  Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719. 
- Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John & Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426. 
- PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-222d, 

Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort Eustis, VA, 23604-5422. 
 

Congratulations to: Matt and Brea Bader on the birth of their son, Simon Nicolas Bader, who was born 
Wednesday, July 6th at Mercy Medical Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He weighed 9 lbs. 7 oz. and was 20.5 
inches long. Proud big brother is Oliver Bader. 
 

Opportunities for you? 

• Donate to VBS 
• Join the Media Team 
• Be a Baptism Buddy 
• Serve as an Usher 

• Serve on the Worship & Music Committee for a 1 year term 
• Be on a Memorial Garden task force 

• Serve on the Fellowship Committee – we need 3-4 more volunteers 

 

Memorial Garden Task Force 

We are looking for someone to head up the business aspects of the Memorial Garden Task Force. If you have 
questions or would like to volunteer, please contact the church office. 
 

Concrete Fund 

As progress continues on the Highway 150 project, we are looking at finishing up with our Concrete project. 
We want to make sure we have the funds to complete this project.  If you would like to contribute to this 
project, you can include this with your regular offering, drop a check off (or mail one) to the office, or donate 
through our online giving.  If you have any questions regarding the project, please contact Gene Budzine. 
 

Backpack Kits 
There are a few more kits to make backpacks in the church narthex.  These backpacks will be filled with school 
supplies to be sent to children in need. If you would like to help by making backpacks, the kits include all the 
supplies you need. If you have any questions, please contact the office. 
 

EWALU Donation Opportunity 

For nearly 50 years, the A-frame bridge has stood proudly over the Maquoketa River at Camp Ewalu. With the 
passage of time, the A-frame bridge came to stand for much more, representing the ministry that takes place at 
camp. Due to erosion and the changing of the river’s course, the bridge needs to be replaced. Any donations 
will help to rebuild the iconic bridge for future campers to enjoy.  If you would like additional details or if you 
have any questions, please contact the church office. 

VBS Donations are Needed 
A list of needs for VBS this year has been posted on Facebook and is also available in the 
church office. You can add your name to the Google spreadsheet, pick up a donation ticket 
from church, or call the church office to find out what needs to be donated. Nonperishable 
donations should be to church by Sunday, July 25th. Perishable items can be brought on 
Sunday, August 1st. Items can be left in the kitchen or in the tote in the entryway. Financial donations may be 
given online or to the church office. Contact Gina with questions. Thank you for your support and donations!  
 

This Week…7/18/2021 
Sun 18:   8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 

Mon 19:   OFFICE CLOSED 

Tues 20:  6:30 pm Worship & Music 
  7:00 pm Youth Board 

Wed 21:   6:00 pm Parish Ed 

Thurs 22:  9:00 am Life Line Screening 

Fri 23:   

Sat 24:    

Sun 25:   8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 

Contact the church office for more information! 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
512 5th St NE 
Independence, IA 50644 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us in person on 
Sunday mornings at 

9:00 am for our 
Worship Service! 

 

Please contact 
the church office 
if you are sick or 

in need of 
prayers. 


