
AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD IN HOW WE LOVE, IN HOW WE LIVE, AND IN HOW WE GIVE. 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
512 5TH STREET NE, INDEPENDENCE, IOWA  50644 
TEL: (319) 334-2511, E-MAIL:  OFFICE@IMMANUELINDEE.COM 
REV. GREG DEBOER 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22, 2021, 9:00 AM  

 

PRELUDE    
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: We gather in truth, 
C: Which calls us all in. 
L: We gather in love, 
C: Which calls us together. 
L: Grace, mercy, and peace from the Triune God, 
C: Will be with us in truth and love. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
L: To you, O God, 
C: All hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us in your 

mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice 
and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

L: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth. and through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN #660                                                    “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” 
(Refrain) 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,  
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
 

(Refrain) 
 

All newborn servants of the Crucified  
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. 
 

(Refrain) 
 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. 
 

(Refrain) 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
praise to the Crucified for victory! 
 

(Refrain) 
 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 



KYRIE PAGE 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above,  
and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world,  
for the well being of the church  
of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house,  
and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort,  
and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

THIS IS THE FEAST PAGE 149 
This is the feast  
of victory for our God.  
Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ,  
the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free 
to be people of God. 
Power and riches 
and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing 
and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast  
of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn 
of all creation: 

blessing and honor  
and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast  
of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain 
has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L:  Faithful God, 
C:  You have showered us with your grace, mercy, and peace.  Show us how to live in your truth and love so 
that we also may shower our neighbors with grace, mercy, and peace.  Amen. 
 

READING                                                                                                                                                                                                                        3 JOHN 
1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that 
you may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul. 3 I was overjoyed when some of the friends arrived 
and testified to your faithfulness to the truth, namely how you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than 
this, to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the 
friends, even though they are strangers to you; 6 they have testified to your love before the church. You will do 
well to send them on in a manner worthy of God; 7 for they began their journey for the sake of Christ,  
accepting no support from non-believers. 8 Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may 
become co-workers with the truth. 9 I have written something to the church; but Diotrephes, who likes to put 
himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing in 
spreading false charges against us. And not content with those charges, he refuses to welcome the 
friends, and even prevents those who want to do so and expels them from the church. 11 Beloved, do not 
imitate what is evil but imitate what is good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen 
God. 12 Everyone has testified favorably about Demetrius, and so has the truth itself. We also testify for 
him, and you know that our testimony is true. 13 I have much to write to you, but I would rather not write with 
pen and ink; 14 instead I hope to see you soon, and we will talk together face to face. 15 Peace to you. The 
friends send you their greetings. Greet the friends there, each by name. 
 

L:  THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
C. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                                                                   REV. GREG DEBOER 
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY #661                                                       “I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY”
I love to tell the story  

of unseen things above,  
of Jesus and his glory,  

of Jesus and his love. 
 

I love to tell the story,  
because I know it’s true;  

it satisfies my longings  
as nothing else would do. 

 

(Refrain) 
I love to tell the story;  

‘twill be my theme in glory  

to tell the old, old story  
of Jesus and his love. 

 

I love to tell the story;  
how pleasant to repeat  

what seems, each time I tell it,  
more wonderfully sweet! 

 

I love to tell the story,   
for some have never heard  

the message of salvation  
from God’s own holy word. 

 

(Refrain) 
 

I love to tell the story,  
for those who know it best  

seem hungering and thirsting  
to hear it like the rest. 

 

And when, in scenes of glory,  
I sing the new, new song, 

I’ll sing the old, old, story  
that I have loved so long. 

 

(Refrain) 

 

BAPTISM       ELW PAGE 228 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: …hear our prayer. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

PAGE 153                   “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”       
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
Lord God of power and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: It is only through Your grace, O Lord, that we are able to approach Your table, 
C: and it is only through Your Son’s mercy that we are forgiven.  Empower us to share that same grace and 
mercy with all of creation.  Amen. 



BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen! 
 

CLOSING HYMN #671                                                   “SHINE, JESUS SHINE” 
(Refrain) 
Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze,  
set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord,  
and let there be light! 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me: 
 

(Refrain) 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story; 
Shine on me, shine on me: 
 

(Refrain) 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: God is good… 
C: all the time! 
P: All the time… 
C: God is good! 
P: And all God’s people said… 
C: Amen! 
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Prayers for: John Gosse, Brittany Gipper, Susan Thimmesch, Bud VandeZande, Jen Dobel & family, Sharon Naylor, 
Dan Martinson, John Moran, Sandy Schneider, Brody Bevans & family, Carrie Erickson, and Deana Miller. 
 

Military: -  Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719. 
- Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John & Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426. 
- PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-222d, Aviation 

Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort Eustis, VA, 23604-5422. 
 

Congratulations to: Simon Nicolas Bader, son of Matt & Briana Bader, who will receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism at the 9:00 am service on August 22, 2021. Simon was born July 6, 2021 at Mercy Hospital in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. His sponsors are Kimbra Bader and Kelsey Ewald. His Baptism Buddy is Jan Abben. 
 

Youth Schedules   
SWAG  

 Wed, Sept 1, 6:30 pm, Student/Parent Meeting 

BLAST/CONFIRMATION 
 Wed, Sept 1, 7:00 pm, Student/Parent/ 

Confirmation Partner Meeting 

FORCE 
 Thurs, Aug 26, 7:00 am, CAFE 
 Sun, Aug 29, 6:30 pm, Sign Up/Info Meeting for 

Parents & Students; 7:00 pm, for Students

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed  
We are looking for Sunday School Teachers for the 2021-22 school year. Please contact Gina DeBoer for details. 
 

Attention Adults! Confirmation Partners Needed: Sign-up Now! 
We are looking for adults who will be matched with 7th/8th grade students for confirmation class and they 
will learn together.  Please contact Pastor Greg or Gina if you are interested in joining the confirmation class 
on Wednesday nights. New relationships will be formed, 
faith will be strengthened, and the rewards will be 
immeasurable!   
 

Sponsor a Bible 
The Parish Ed Committee will be presenting bibles to 
Immanuel’s 3-year-old nursery children and 3rd grade 
students on Rally Sunday, September 12th.  If you would 
like to sponsor a Story Book Bible for a 3-year-old, the 
cost is $20. Bibles being presented to 3rd grade students 
are $25.  A list of children is available in the church 
office.  Bibles will have a plaque in the front of them with 
the student’s name, date, and donor name.   
  
 

Week of 8/22/2021 

Sun 22:   8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
     BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 
  10:15 am RPG Practice 
Mon 23:   
Tues 24:  
Wed 25:   7:00 am Coffee & Conversation at Em’s  
    (Men) 
  9:00 am Coffee & Conversation at Em’s  
    (Women) 

  6:30 pm Council 
Thurs 26:  7:00 am CAFE 
Fri 27:  9:00 am Bible Study 
Sat 28:    
Sun 29:   8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 
  6:30 pm FORCE Sign Up/Info Meeting 
     Parents & Students 
  7:00 pm FORCE – Students Only 

**Watch REMIND texts for updates** 
 

Opportunities for you? 

• Donate School Supplies for LWR kits 
• Sponsor a Bible 
• Volunteer to be a Sunday School Teacher 
• Sign up to be an Adult Confirmation Partner 
• Join the Media Team 
• Be a Baptism Buddy 
• Serve as an Usher 
• Be on a Memorial Garden task force 
• Serve on the Fellowship Committee – we 

need 3-4 more volunteers 
Contact the church office for more information! 
 



   

Sunday School Registration  
Online registration for Sunday School will begin this month. Watch for a mailing coming to you soon.  Everyone 
needs to register their children for Sunday School EACH year.  This assures us your contact information is correct 
and helps us place your children in the correct Sunday School class. The first day of Sunday School is September 
12th and all are welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Gina DeBoer. 
 

"God's Work. Our Hands." is 
an ELCA-wide service day 
that will be on Rally Sunday, 
September 12, 2021. 

Immanuel will again be collecting School Kit items for 
Lutheran World Relief. Hopefully, during our Rally  
Sunday celebrations, ALL Sunday School kids,       
families, and members of the congregation will be able 
to help put the school kits together.  

While you are shopping for back to school items, please 
consider picking up a few extra to donate to LWR.  

Items needed for donation for each kit are as follows: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled 
paper (approximately 8"x10 1/2"; no loose leaf    
paper) 

• One 30 cm ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well) 

• Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together 
 with a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2 1/2" eraser 

• One manual pencil sharpener (the larger handheld 
 ones are best) 

 

These items can be dropped off in the narthex at 
church. If you would rather make a financial donation, 
please drop off at church 
with school kits in the memo 
line. The youth would be 
happy to do your shopping 
for you. 

 

 

Concrete Fund 

As progress continues on the Highway 150 project, we are looking at finishing up with our Concrete project. We 
want to make sure we have the funds to complete this project.  If you would like to contribute to this project, 
you can include this with your regular offering, drop a check off (or mail one) to the office, or donate through our 
online giving.  If you have any questions regarding the project, please contact Gene Budzine. 
 

Address Updates 
If your address has changed, it is important that you update your address with the office so we can get your mail 
sent to you without delay. In addition, if you have a college student, please update their address with the office 
or with Gina. 
 

Fall Worship Schedule 

We will be going back to two worship services on Sunday mornings starting on 

September 12.  There will be a traditional service at 8:00 and a contemporary 
service at 10:30. Sunday School will be from 9:15 to 10:15. 

 *NEW* Starting on Wednesday, September 8th, we will be offering an evening 
worship service.  This service will start at 6:15 and be done in time for BLAST and 
Confirmation to start at 7:00. 

A primary reason for offering a Wednesday night service is to give those who 
cannot be with us on the weekend an opportunity to worship with us. 
 


