
AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD IN HOW WE LOVE, IN HOW WE LIVE, AND IN HOW WE GIVE. 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
512 5TH STREET NE, INDEPENDENCE, IOWA  50644 
TEL: (319) 334-2511, E-MAIL:  OFFICE@IMMANUELINDEE.COM 
REV. GREG DEBOER 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 2021, 9:00 AM  

 

PRELUDE                                “LIVING HOPE” 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: We gather in truth, 
C: Which calls us all in. 
L: We gather in love, 
C: Which calls us together. 
L: Grace, mercy, and peace from the Triune God, 
C: Will be with us in truth and love. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. You are invited to sit, kneel, or stand, 

whatever is most comfortable for you. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
L: To you, O God, 
C: All hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us in your 

mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice 
and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

L: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth. and through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG                                                                   “AWESOME GOD” 
When he rolls up his sleeves  
 he ain’t just puttin’ on the ritz 
Our God is an awesome God 
 

There is thunder in his footsteps 
 and lightnin’ in his fists 
Our God is an awesome God 
 

And the Lord wasn’t jokin’  
 when he kicked ‘em out of Eden 
It wasn’t for no reason  
 that he shed his blood 
His return is very soon  
 so you better be believin’ that 

Our God is an awesome God! 
 

(Chorus) 
Our God is an awesome God 
He reigns from heaven above 
With wisdom, power and love 
Our God is an awesome God!    
 

When the sky was starless  
 in the void of the night 
Our God is an awesome God 
 

He spoke into the darkness  
 and created the light 

Our God is an awesome God 
 

Judgment and wrath  
 he poured out on Sodom 
Mercy and grace  
 he gave us at the cross 
I hope that we have not  
 too quickly forgotten that 
Our God is an awesome God! 
 

(Chorus x2) 
 

Our God is an awesome God!  
Our God is an awesome God!  

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L:  Faithful God, 
C:  You have showered us with your grace, mercy, and peace.  Show us how to live in your truth and love so 
that we also may shower our neighbors with grace, mercy, and peace.  Amen. 
 

READING                                                                                                                                                                                                                           JUDE 
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who are called, who are beloved in God the 
Father and kept safe for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 3 Beloved, while 
eagerly preparing to write to you about the salvation we share, I find it necessary to write and appeal to you 
to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain intruders have stolen in 
among you, people who long ago were designated for this condemnation as ungodly, who pervert the grace of 
our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now I desire to remind you, 
though you are fully informed, that the Lord, who once for all saved a people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their own position, but left 
their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains in deepest darkness for the judgment of the great 
day. 7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which, in the same manner as they, indulged 
in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural lust, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal 
fire. 8 Yet in the same way these dreamers also defile the flesh, reject authority, and slander the glorious 
ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael contended with the devil and disputed about the body of Moses, he 
did not dare to bring a condemnation of slander against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these 
people slander whatever they do not understand, and they are destroyed by those things that, like irrational 
animals, they know by instinct. 11 Woe to them! For they go the way of Cain, and abandon themselves to 
Balaam’s error for the sake of gain, and perish in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are blemishes on your love-feasts, 
while they feast with you without fear, feeding themselves. They are waterless clouds carried along by the 
winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their 
own shame; wandering stars, for whom the deepest darkness has been reserved forever. 14 It was also about 
these that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “See, the Lord is coming with ten 
thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all, and to convict everyone of all the deeds of 
ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.” 16 These are grumblers and malcontents; they indulge their own lusts; they are 
bombastic in speech, flattering people to their own advantage. 17 But you, beloved, must remember the 
predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18 for they said to you, “In the last time there will be 
scoffers, indulging their own ungodly lusts.” 19 It is these worldly people, devoid of the Spirit, who are causing 
divisions. 20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; 21 keep 
yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal 
life. 22 And have mercy on some who are wavering; 23 save others by snatching them out of the fire; and have 
mercy on still others with fear, hating even the tunic defiled by their bodies. 24 Now to him who is able to keep 
you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the 
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen. 
 

L:  THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
C. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                                                                   REV. GREG DEBOER 
 

 
 
 



SERMON SONG                                                         “BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE”
Come set your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we’re made 
 

Come set our hearts ablaze  
with hope   

Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
 

We are your church  
We need Your pow’r in us 
 

We seek Your kingdom first  
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You’re our joy and prize 

To see the captives’ hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives  
For heaven’s cause 
 

We are your church  
We pray revive this earth 
 

(Chorus) 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
 

Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 

Build your kingdom here  
We pray 
 

Unleash Your kingdom’s pow’r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop  
Your beauty changing hearts 
 

You made us for much more  
than this  

Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength  
And love of Christ 
 

We are your church  
We are the hope on earth 
 

(Chorus) 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: …hear our prayer. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: It is only through Your grace, O Lord, that we are able to approach Your table, 
C: and it is only through Your Son’s mercy that we are forgiven.  Empower us to share that same grace and 
mercy with all of creation.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen! 



CLOSING SONG                                                                 “THE RIVER IS HERE” 
Down the mountain the river flows,  
And it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 
Through the valleys and over the fields  
The river is rushing and the river is here. 
 

(Chorus) 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing,  
The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter,  
And we rejoice for the river is here. 
 

The river of God is teeming with life,  
All who touch it can be revived, 

And those who linger on this river’s shore  
Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord.   
 

(Chorus) 
 

Up to the mountain we love to go  
To find the presence of the Lord. 
 Along the banks of the river we run,  
We dance with laughter giving praise to the Son.  
 

(Chorus) 
 

and we rejoice for the river is here. 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: God is good… 
C: all the time! 
P: All the time… 
C: God is good! 
P: And all God’s people said… 
C: Amen! 
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Prayers for: John Gosse, Brittany Gipper, Susan Thimmesch, Bud VandeZande, Jen Dobel & family, Sharon Naylor, 
Dan Martinson, John Moran, Sandy Schneider, Brody Bevans & family, Carrie Erickson, and Deana Miller. 
 

Military: -  Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719. 
- Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John & Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426. 
- PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny Budzine & Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-222d, Aviation 

Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort Eustis, VA, 23604-5422. 
 

Sympathies to: JD and Katie Wolf and family on the death of her mother, Sheryl Mace, 75 years old, who passed 
away on Thursday, August 26, 2021. Services are pending. 
 

Youth Schedules   
SWAG  

 Wed, Sept 1, 6:30 pm, Student/Parent Meeting 

BLAST/CONFIRMATION 
 Wed, Sept 1, 7:00 pm, Student/Parent/ 

Confirmation Partner Meeting 

FORCE 
 Sun, Aug 29, 6:30 pm, Sign Up/Info Meeting for 

Parents & Students; 7:00 pm, for Students 
 Thurs, Sept 2, 7:00 am, CAFE 

 

Attention Adults! Confirmation Partners Needed: Sign-up Now! 
We are looking for adults who will be matched with 7th/8th grade students for confirmation class and they will 
learn together.  Please contact Pastor Greg or Gina if you are interested in joining the confirmation class on 
Wednesday nights. New relationships will be formed, 
faith will be strengthened, and the rewards will be 
immeasurable!   
 

Sponsor a Bible 
The Parish Ed Committee will be presenting bibles to 
Immanuel’s 3-year-old nursery children and 3rd grade 
students on Rally Sunday, September 12th.  If you would 
like to sponsor a Story Book Bible for a 3-year-old, the 
cost is $20. Bibles being presented to 3rd grade students 
are $25.  A list of children is available in the church office.  
Bibles will have a plaque in the front of them with the 
student’s name, date, and donor name.   
 

Week of 8/29/2021 

Sun 29:  8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 
  6:30 pm FORCE - Sign Up/Info Meeting 
     Parents & Students 
  7:00 pm FORCE - Students Only 
Mon 30:   
Tues 31:  
Wed 1:   7:00 am Coffee & Conversation at Em’s  
    (Men) 
  9:00 am Coffee & Conversation at Em’s  
    (Women) 

  6:30 pm SWAG - Student/Parent Meeting 
  7:00 pm BLAST/CONFIRMATION - Student/  
    Parent/Confirmation Partner  
    Meeting 
Thurs 2:  7:00 am CAFE 
Fri 3:  9:00 am Bible Study 
Sat 4:    
Sun 5:   8:00 am Story Hour 
  9:00 am Worship Service 
  10:00 am Drive-through Communion 
 

 

**Watch REMIND texts for updates** 
 

Opportunities for you? 

• Donate School Supplies for LWR kits 
• Sponsor a Bible 
• Volunteer to be a Sunday School Teacher 
• Sign up to be an Adult Confirmation Partner 
• Join the Media Team 
• Be a Baptism Buddy 
• Serve as an Usher 
• Be on a Memorial Garden task force 
• Serve on the Fellowship Committee – we 

need 3-4 more volunteers 
Contact the church office for more information! 
 



 

A Strong Recommendation 
Covid numbers are once again on the rise. Considering this, it is strongly recommended that everyone wears a 
mask while attending worship and other activities at Immanuel. 
 

Sunday School Teachers Needed  
We are looking for Sunday School Teachers for the 2021-22 school year. Please contact Gina DeBoer for details. 

  

Sunday School Registration  
Online registration for Sunday School is now open!  Everyone needs to register their children for Sunday School 
EACH year.  This assures us your contact information is correct and helps us place your children in the correct 
Sunday School class. The first day of Sunday School is September 12th and all are welcome. If you have any 
questions, please contact Gina DeBoer. 
 

"God's Work. Our Hands." 
is an ELCA-wide service 
day that will be on Rally 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021. 

Immanuel will again be collecting School Kit items for 
Lutheran World Relief. Hopefully, during our Rally  
Sunday celebrations, ALL Sunday School kids,       
families, and members of the congregation will be able 
to help put the school kits together.  
While you are shopping for back to school items, please 
consider picking up a few extra to donate to LWR.  
Items needed for donation for each kit are as follows: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled 
paper (approximately 8"x10 1/2"; no loose leaf    
paper) 

• One 30 cm ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 

side and inches on the other 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well) 

• Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together  with 
a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2 1/2" eraser 

• One manual pencil sharpener (the larger handheld 
ones are best) 

These items can be dropped off in the narthex at church. 
If you would rather make a 
financial donation, please 
drop off at church with 
school kits in the memo line. 
The youth would be happy to 
do your shopping for you.

 

Concrete Fund 

As progress continues on the Highway 150 project, we are looking at finishing up with our Concrete project. We 
want to make sure we have the funds to complete this project.  If you would like to contribute to this project, 
you can include this with your regular offering, drop a check off (or mail one) to the office, or donate through 
our online giving.  If you have any questions regarding the project, please contact Gene Budzine. 
 

Address Updates 
If your address has changed, it is important that you update your address with the office so we can get your mail 
sent to you without delay. In addition, if you have a college student, please update their address with the office 
or with Gina. 
 

Fall Worship Schedule 

We will be going back to two worship services on Sunday mornings starting on September 12.  There 
will be a traditional service at 8:00 and a contemporary service at 10:30. Sunday School will be from 
9:15 to 10:15. 

 *NEW* Starting on Wednesday, September 8th, we will be offering an evening worship service.  
This service will start at 6:15 and be done in time for BLAST and Confirmation to start at 7:00. 

A primary reason for offering a Wednesday night service is to give those who cannot be with us on 
the weekend an opportunity to worship with us. 
 


