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Another Reformation?
504 years ago, the world started to change (again). A young priest named
Martin Luther, fed up with the mis-lead teachings of the Church, challenged the
Church to a debate concerning the differences between the Church’s practices and
Scripture’s teachings. That was the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.
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Whether you’re a Lutheran or not, the Reformation changed the world you live
in. It helped us develop a personal path to a public faith. It showed us that we all
have the right to question those in authority. It gave us permission to be unique.
It gave us the power to boldly proclaim our faith.
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This Protestant Reformation, however, was not the first time Christianity
changed the world in a major way. History shows that it happens once in about
500 years. 2000 years ago, Christ died on the cross, was resurrected, and ascended
into heaven – the birth of Christianity. 1500 years ago, as the world stumbled into
the Dark Ages, the Church also moved into monasteries, convents, abbeys, and
cloisters – becoming almost tribal and focusing more on the health and welfare of
the common folk. 1000 years ago, the Church had some internal struggles and
split, becoming the Roman Catholic church and the Eastern Orthodox church.
500 years ago, there was another split as the Protestants began a mass exodus
from the Roman Catholics.

Immanuel Servant Leaders:

Some historians will tell you that we are now in the middle of another change
(well, it has been 500 years). The problem is that we don’t really know what that
change is really leading us to. Some thought that the MegaChurch was the church
of the future. Others thought the church was becoming a political force to be
reckoned with. Still others saw a church without denominational borders, with
Christians, and churches, moving freely between different belief systems. A few
people are looking forward to the days of House Churches once again. We really
don’t know what the future of the church looks like, only that it will be different.
Then came covid.
Nearly every church in the U.S. had to make some changes almost overnight (I
say ‘nearly’ because some churches refused to make any changes at all, sometimes
leading to the arrest of pastors and church board members). We learned how to
be a church without a building. We learned how to worship together while being
isolated. We learned how to do things we’ve never done before. And we learned
that sometimes we can’t do it the way we’ve always done it.
But we still don’t know what the church of the future is going to look like.
Does it really matter? I want to say that it does matter, but our salvation is not
dependent upon our form of worship. I want to say that we should do it the way
we’ve always done it, but the way I’ve always done worship is not the way my
grandparents did worship or the way their grandparents did worship and so on.
What does matter is that, regardless of what worship looks like, the gospel of
Jesus Christ is preached, and the love of God shared. And those things never
change. Never have; never will.
I don’t know what the future of the church looks like but I do know what the
love of God looks like. And that is enough for me.
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Seeing God at Immanuel in how we...

Love

A fun time was had
by all at the Vinton
Roller Rink. FORCE,
BLAST, SWAG, First
Presbyterian youth,
PAX kids, and friends
skated the night
away!

Live

Pastor Greg
baptized Dakota
Sage Smith,
daughter of Alex
Joe Smith and
Jordan Rayne
VanNevele.

Immanuel Youth &
drivers helped with
Indee’s Annual
Trick-or-Treat for
Canned Goods.

Give

PRAYER CONCERNS
October prayers for: Jerald Latwesen, Miranda Brewer,
Doris Budzine, John Gosse, Susan Thimmesch, Bud
VandeZande, Sharon Naylor, John Moran, Sandy
Schneider, Brody Bevans & family, Carrie Erickson, and
Deana Miller.
Military:
 Paula Jones, 611 Stealth Lane, Box Elder, SD 57719
 Sergeant David & Ashley Clark (daughter of John &
Kathy Tegler), 16 McWilliam St., Cameron, NC 28426
 PFC Tyler Ficken (grandson of Gene & Janny Budzine
& Gene & Michelle Ficken), H Company 1-222d,
Aviation Regiment, 699 Anderson Place, Fort Eustis,
VA, 23604-5422
Congratulations to:
 Ron & Betty Giddings on their 30th wedding
anniversary on November 2nd.
 Brian & Brittany Gipper on their 15th wedding
anniversary on November 11th.
 Tyson & Paige Benesh on their 10th wedding
anniversary on November 19th.
 Robert & Diana Muchmore on their 57th wedding
anniversary on November 29th.

OCTOBER PASTORAL ACTS
Baptism:
 Dakota Sage Smith, daughter of Alex Joe Smith and
Jordan Rayne VanNevele, baptized by Rev. Greg
DeBoer on October 24, 2021.

SERVERS
November 7 All Saints’ Sunday
Lector:
Acolyte:
AV/Tech:

9:00 Connie Brown
9:00 Sidney Johnson
9:00 ____________

November 14
Lector:
Acolyte:
AV/Tech:

9:00 Amanda Fisher
9:00 Bevyn Schultz
9:00 Doug Peterschmidt

November 21
Lector:
Acolyte:
AV/Tech:

9:00 Janny Budzine
9:00 Cal Sweeney
9:00 Doug Peterschmidt

November 28
Lector:
Acolyte:
AV/Tech:

9:00 Erin Kelchen
9:00 Bryce Christian
9:00 Doug Peterschmidt

November Ushers
9:00 Aaron Losey & __________

SMALL GROUPS
Wednesday Morning Coffee & Conversation at Em’s:

7:00 am for the men and 9:00 am for the women. Grab a
friend and come for coffee and conversation.
Friday morning Bible study

We are working through the Bible together and learning
more about each other. Please bring your Bible and join
us for discussion from 9:00-10:00 am on Friday mornings.
High School CAFE

Coffee and Friend’s at Em’s for high schoolers meets on
Thursday mornings at 7:00 am.

ILC Picture Directory
Fill a Shoebox with Love!
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are available
now! The full boxes will need to be returned to church
by Sunday, November 21st. If you would rather give a
financial donation, please do so before November 21st
as the FORCE youth will be shopping on the 21st to fill
boxes. If you have items you’d like to donate (school
supplies, small toys, toothbrushes, washcloths) you
may also drop those off at church before the 21st.
Thank you for your support of this ministry.

Thank you to all the families who scheduled a time to be
professionally photographed for our 2022 Church
Directory. THERE IS STILL TIME for you to submit a photo
for our directory, but your photo MUST be turned in to the
church office by Wednesday, November 10th. There is $15
fee (make checks out to Immanuel Lutheran Church) that
must be turned in with your photo. With your photo
submission, you will receive a copy of the new church
directory. We would love to have everyone participate
and be a part of our directory. If you have any questions,
please contact Roberta Hinman (319-334-2281) or Porcia
Grover (319-332-1532). Thank you for making this such a
successful project!

Youth Director’s

Youth Happenings...
SWAG - 5th & 6th Grade





Wed, Nov 3, 3:30-5:00 pm, at church
Wed, Nov 10, 3:30-5:00 pm, at church
Wed, Nov 17, 3:30-5:00 pm, at church
Wed, Nov 24, NO SWAG

BLAST - 7th & 8th Graders
 Wed, Nov 3, 7:00-8:30 pm, at church
 Wed, Nov 10, 7:00-8:30 pm, at church
 Wed, Nov 17, 7:00-8:30 pm, at church
 Tues, Nov 23-Wed, Nov 24, OCC Trip
 Wed, Nov 24, NO BLAST at church

Confirmation - 8th & 9th Graders




Wed, Nov 3, 7:00 pm, at church; Apostles’ Creed (2)
Wed, Nov 10, 7:00 pm, at church; Apostles’ Creed (3)
Wed, Nov 17, 7:00 pm, at church; Apostles’ Creed (4)

FORCE - High School Students
 Thurs, Nov 4, 7:00 am, CAFE
 Sun, Nov 7, 7:00-9:00 pm, at church
 Thurs, Nov 11, 7:00 am, CAFE
 Sun, Nov 14, NO FORCE
 Thurs, Nov 18, 7:00 am, CAFE
 Sun, Nov 21, 5:00-9:00 pm, OCC Shopping
 Tues, Nov 23-Wed, Nov 24, OCC Trip

OCC Service Trip
A group from Immanuel will travel to
Aurora, Illinois on November 23rd 24th. While there, they will volunteer
at the Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Processing
Center. Please keep this group in your prayers as they
travel & serve.

OCC Shopping
FORCE youth will be going shopping to fill OCC Shoeboxes
on Sunday, November 21 from 5:00-9:00 pm. Any
financial donations need to be given before this date.
Thank you for your support of this ministry!

Corner...

The Bible tells us that we are to “Rejoice always,
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
It seems that in November it is always easiest for
us to remember to give thanks (even in tough
circumstances) and in December we frequently find
ourselves rejoicing (Christmas hymns are the best!)
but when can we say ‘praying continually’ is our
focus? We have been talking about prayer in our
youth groups and for some, prayer is tough. What do
I say? How do I know God hears me? Does God even
care? Can I pray anywhere? How do I learn to pray?
Why should I pray?
First we talk about what prayer is; a conversation
with God. It is not just a lecture (from God) or a
request session (from us), but a two-way conversation.
Prayer is a way to communicate within our relationship
with God. The words do not have to be large; do you use a
colossal or mammoth vocabulary when talking with a
friend? They don’t have to be fancy; do you embellish or
adorn your texts? All they have to be is heartfelt.
A good acronym I use when teaching prayer is:
P (Praise) R (Repent) A (Appreciate) Y (Your requests)
Talk to God. And when doing so, you should praise God
(God, You are awesome & holy), admit your wrongs and
say you are sorry, thank God for the big and little blessings
in your life, and then ask God for whatever is on your
mind (God cares about our big and little requests). And
what happens when you don’t know what to say? Stop
and listen. The spirit will do the talking for you,
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words.” Romans 8:26
And God will always answer. Maybe not always how
and when we’d like, but God hears us and wants the
relationship with us. God will do God’s part in the
conversation. Try it, trust God, and pray today!

Be In The Know:
Messages & Updates…
SWAG, text @SWAG2511 to 81010
BLAST, text @BLAST2511 to 81010
FORCE, text @FORCE2511 to 81010
Confirmation, text @ilcconfirm to 81010
Jr Choir, text @ilcjrchoir to 81010
RPG, text @RPG2511 to 81010
Adult Confirmation Partners, text
@ilcpartner to 81010

Sunday, November 7 at 11:30 am
Anyone interested in joining RPG,
please contact Gina!

Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries - November 2021
Sunday

Monday
1
Brea Bader
Bryce Christian
Morgan Ristvedt

7
Mike Schroeder

8
Jessica Beltz

Tuesday

Wednesday

2
Zachary Harris
Liam Isley
David McLaren
Alisha Moore
Melissa Peyton

3
David Lehs
Jackson Wolf

Ron & Betty
Giddings (30)

Amanda & Joe
Fisher (3)

9
David Gissel
Linda Kress
Virgil Manson
Janet Shannon

10

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
Donald Fleming

5
Eric Bailey
Kaleb Budzine
Brian Gipper
Travis Halligan
Daniel
Martinson
Isabella
McMurrin

6
Judy Fowlkes
Kyle Oline
Todd Ristvedt

11
Andrew Smith
Tyler Tegler

12

13

19
Brecken
Fuelling

20
Elaine
Kirkendall
McKenna
Koch
Beverly Krum
Latisha Smith

Brian & Jennifer
Eddy (21)
Brian & Brittany
Gipper (15)
14
Mindy Kayser
Robyn Reaves

15

16
Levi DeBoer
Nicole Kitner

17
Brittni Gipper

18
Brad Dennis
Ronald Jensen

Tyson & Paige
Benesh (10)

21
Tyler Allen
Richard
Krempges
Caroline Lake

22
23
Amanda Manson Logan Mestad
Brad Schultz

24
25
26
Jeff Peyton
Dawson Fuelling Addison
Nicole Schoreder Pamela
Barnes
O’Loughlin
Karlee Fuelling
Scott Hemsath
Ashlee Parker

Alyson & Nick
Franck (4)
Jeremy &
Allison Johnson
(16)
28

29
Michelle Ficken
Christian Harris
Ginny Jensen
Charlene Ortner

Robert & Diana
Muchmore (57)

30
Mercedes Boies
Dean Gissel

27
Susan Oline

Immanuel Lutheran Church - November 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

5:30 Shalom
Circle at
Pizza Ranch
7

Daylight Saving
Time Ends

8

All Saints’ Sunday
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School
11:30 RPG Practice
7:00 FORCE

14
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School

7:00 Property
7:00 Youth
Board

15

NO FORCE

21
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School

Tuesday
2
9:30 Ladies
Bible Study

Thursday

3
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee
& Conversation at
Em’s

4
7:00 am CAFE

9
9:30 Ladies
Bible Study

10
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee
& Conversation at
Em’s

1st Sunday
of Advent
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School

16
9:30 Ladies
Bible Study

23
9:30 Ladies
Bible Study

17
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee
& Conversation at
Em’s

7:00 FORCE

6
Daylight
Saving
Time…
Reminder:
Fall Back
Set your
clocks
back 1
hour
Before Bed

11
7:00 am CAFE

12
9:00 Bible
Study

13

18
7:00 am CAFE

19
9:00 Bible
Study

20

25

26

27

3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:30-6:10 Meal
6:15 Worship
7:00 BLAST/
Confirmation:
Apostles’ Creed (4)
24
7:00 & 9:00 Coffee
& Conversation at
Em’s

NO WORSHIP

6:30 Council

29

Saturday

1:00 IWELCA
3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:30-6:10 Meal
7:00 Preschool 6:15 Worship
Board
7:00 BLAST/
Confirmation:
Apostles’ Creed (3)

BLAST & FORCE: OCC Trip
28

5
9:00 Bible
Study

3:30 SWAG
5:00 JR Choir
5:30-6:10 Meal
6:15 Worship
7:00 Calico
6:00 Parish Ed 7:00 BLAST/
Cut-ups
6:30 ATM
Confirmation:
Apostles’ Creed (2)

**OCC Boxes Due**
5:00 FORCE:
OCC Shopping

Friday

1:00 Faith
Circle at
Church

6:30 Worship
& Music

22

Wednesday

30
9:30 Ladies
Bible Study

Office
Closed

Wee Care Preschool
It’s hard to believe that cold weather is on the way, and
Immanuel Lutheran Wee Care Preschool
before we know it, it will be the holiday season. With
3 & 4-year-old Online Registration
Thanksgiving being this month, I wanted to take this
opportunity to first off thank all the parents for choosing to
2021-2022 School Year
send their child to Wee Care and entrusting us with the
Do you know a child that will be 3 or 4 by September
opportunity to care for and teach their child. It is truly an
15, 2021?! Our preschool offers a nurturing,
honor that we do not take lightly. Second, I would like to
Christian education that will help your child develop
thank our preschool staff (Ashley Even, Lanette Simons,
all skills to reach their greatest potential.
Ashley Fogle) and church staff (Pastor Greg and Gina)
for their dedication to creating an environment where
3-year-old Class
4-year-old Class
every child has the opportunity to learn and realize their
- Must be 3 by Sept 15, ‘21 - Must be 4 by Sept 15, ‘21
God-given potential. It is a blessing to get to work with
- AM or PM classes
- AM or PM classes
this amazing group of people that gives their all, every
$25
supply
fee
- $25 supply fee
day for the benefit of others. Your hard work and
$125
monthly
tuition
- Free tuition!
commitment do not go unnoticed. Lastly, I would like to
- Scholarships available
- Classes meet Mon-Thurs
thank you, the parishioners, for your continued support
through contributions to the scholarship drive or
- Classes meet Mon-Thurs
fundraisers, taking an apple off the Giving Tree, including
us in your prayers, and many more. We appreciate
Preschool Scholarship Donations
everything that you do for us.
Wee Care Preschool is currently seeking scholarship
donations for our 3-year-old program. Tuition for the 3Nicole Schmitz Director/PK4 Teacher
year-old program is $125 per month (Sept-May). In the
Wee Care Preschool
past we have been able to give full tuition scholarships
weecare4@immanuelindee.com
and we would like to be able to continue to do so for
the future. You can designate this on your giving
envelopes and write “preschool scholarship”. If you
have questions, you can contact Ashlee Parker, board
president, or any other member of the Wee Care
Preschool board.

Sunday School News

Sunday School has been going well. Although we aren't
back up to full attendance, we have had an average of 20
-25 students each week. In October, we learned how
although we are small, our God is big! God listens when
we have big feelings. No problem is too small for God.
God sees the big picture. We can help in small ways to
make a big difference. Read those again.
These are not just Sunday School lessons. We all can
lean on God for our big and small problems. We too can
make a big difference in small ways. Talk with your
families and come up with a way(s) to serve God and
share God's love today!
With the change in worship service times, starting on
November 7th, Sunday School will be held from 10:1511:15am. Please have your children to the sanctuary for
opening at 10:15. We are looking forward to starting the
series called "Plate It" in November. This month we will
learn about the prophets using food analogies. Come and
taste that the Lord is good!
Christmas Program time is near! Please let Gina
(youthdirector@immanuelindee.com) or the office know if
your child will be participating in the Christmas program
this year. We are planning the program for Sunday,
December 19th. Practices will be held during Sunday
School hour on November 28, December 5, and
December 12.

IWELCA NEWS
November Circle Schedules
Faith Circle: Tues, Nov 2, 1:00 pm @ church
Shalom Circle: Mon, Nov 1, 5:30 pm @ Pizza Ranch
IWELCA Board: Wed, Nov 10, 1:00 pm @ church

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
Prayer shawls are available to give to someone who is
having a difficult time in their life. The recipient does not
have to be a member of this congregation. There are
different styles, sizes, and colors available. Prayer
cloths are also available. These are small enough to
carry in your pocket or purse.
These are both available in the cabinet in the Fireside
Room. There is no charge. We just ask that you sign
the notebook telling us who is receiving the prayer
shawl or cloth. ~Prayer Shawl Committee

IN THE COMMUNITY

Indee High School Fall Play
Independence Jr/Sr High School presents “The Rise of Robin
Hood”. November 4, 6, & 12 at 7:30 pm. Matinee November
14 at 3:00 pm. Tickets are $10: on sale now at the high school
office or they will be available at the door.

Orphans, Robin and his sister Hazel, arrive in the prosperous
city of Nottingham, ready to make a name for themselves in
the archery supply business. But the greedy Sheriff and Lady
Blackwood have their own schemes to pursue while King
Richard is away. Will Robin and his band of Outlaws retreat
forever to the security of Sherwood Forest, or can they rise to
the challenge and restore hope to the people of Nottingham?

Independence Area
Community Theater
You will not want to miss out on The Independence Area
Community Theater production of “And Then There Were
None”, Agatha Christie's dramatic adaptation of her bestselling novel.
Select from three performances of this PG13 production:
 Friday, November 19, 7 pm ($15)
 Saturday, November 20 (dinner theater), 6:30 pm ($29.50)
 Sunday, November 21 at 2 pm ($15)
The location: (accessible) First United Methodist Church, 313
2nd Street SE, Independence, IA
All tickets are general admission.
For more information, call (641) 228-0102, “Like us” and
message us on Facebook: @indeeareacommunitytheater or
email iactindependence@gmail.com.

Here’s the Cast! Shane Eder, Spenser Rothman, Mahkayla
Jones, Alan Bowers (Director), Terri Janaszak, Richie Stull,
Ruth Crowell, Zach Becker, Ben Collison, Jacob Burns, and
Ben Rothman.

Opportunities for you?






Sponsor a scholarship for a student
attending QUAKE
Help give the parsonage some attention
Deliver backpacks to schools on a
Thursday morning
Help prep SS lessons (make copies, sort
supplies, etc.)
Serve as an Usher

Contact the church office for
more information!

Indee HS Blood Drive
The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive
in the High School Gym on Wednesday, November 3,
from 8:30 am—2:30 pm. This Blood Drive is
sponsored by the National Honor Society. For an
appointment, contact the front office at the high
school or a member of NHS. By donating at the blood
drive, you are helping one or more graduating seniors
earn a scholarship!

Quake Scholarships
Quake is an opportunity for students in 7th– 12th grade to
worship with other Jr/Sr High Christians, attend breakout
sessions, serve others by filling food bags, enjoy the waterpark,
and eat way too much food! Cost is $300 per student. This
includes transportation, Quake ticket, hotel, waterpark
wristband, and food. If you would like to help sponsor a
scholarship for a student, it would be greatly appreciated!
Donations can be notated on your giving envelope or given to
the office. We are so grateful for your support of our Immanuel
youth! If you have any questions,
please contact Gina or the office.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
512 5th St. N.E.
Independence, IA 50644
Contact Us:
Phone: (319) 334-2511
Fax: (319) 334-4596
Email: office@immanuelindee.com
Visit our webpage:
www.immanuelindee.com
Follow us on Facebook:
Immanuel Lutheran Church-Indee
Worship With Us:
Wednesday: 6:15 pm
Sunday:

9:00 am
10:15 am

Worship
Worship
Sunday School

To honor our Veterans…

We would like to continue putting together a list of
all Veterans at Immanuel, along with their branch
of service and photos. Please contact the office
with this information if you have not done so in
previous years.

An Important Reminder

From the time I write this to the time you read this, a
lot could change in our little piece of the world. Covid
numbers are once again on the rise and school is about
to begin so who knows what will happen.
Since March of last year, we have heard all kinds of
ways to stop or limit the spread of Covid. Some have
been absolutely crazy and others are legitimate. Some
people have changed their minds about how to handle
Covid. Some well-intentioned people have
unintentionally turned into Covid bullies (this is true of
both sides of the issue). No matter how right you think
you are, you don’t know the whole story, you don’t know
everyone’s story.
There are reasons not everyone is getting
vaccinated. Some of those reasons are very personal
and, therefore, should remain private.
There are very good reasons some people wear
masks even if they don’t have to. Perhaps they are in a
high-risk group or maybe they have loved ones that are
high-risk.
So please be careful about how you express your
opinions and beliefs. Don’t assume you’re talking to
someone who believes the same as you. Don’t assume
getting vaccinated is a simple matter of choice. Don’t
assume the person behind the mask is paranoid.
Covid is a big part of our lives, and it looks like it will
be for a while, so the least we can do is be civil about it.

