
  

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
512 5TH ST. NE, INDEPENDENCE, IOWA 50644 

TEL: (319) 334-2511, E-MAIL:  OFFICE@IMMANUELINDEE.COM 
REV. GREG DEBOER 

The Nativity of our Lord  
December 24, 2021, 11:00 pm 

Welcome to worship tonight!  Holy Communion is open to all who confess Jesus as 
Lord and believe that Jesus is present in the Bread and Wine. If you desire gluten-free 

wafers, let the pastor know at the time of distribution. Glasses of white grape juice are 
available in each tray for those who do not wish to receive wine. 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC         
“Christmas Hallelujah” Lily Giddings, Lauren Hamilton, Hannah Koch 
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” Ann Peterschmidt  
“He Has Come for Us” DeBoer Family 
“Mary, Did You Know?” Amanda Fisher 
“Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” Bells                         

 

GATHERING HYMN #257 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (vs. 1-4) 
 Dr. AJ Beu – Tuba; Jody DeBoer - Organ 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Gracious and Generous God, 
C: With anxious hearts we wait for hope realized, for peace unrestricted, 
for joy overflowing, and love born anew.  All of which comes with Jesus, 
your son, in whose name we pray.  Amen  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.  You are invited to 
sit, kneel, or stand, whatever is most comfortable for you.   
  (pause in silence for a moment of self-reflection) 
P: Merciful Father, 
C: You call us together as your true children.  You call us to be your voice 
of hope, peace, joy, and love to a broken and hurting world.  Yet we 



 
bicker selfishly, accusing each other of the sins we ourselves are guilty of.  
We are stubborn in our own self-righteousness.  We pick and we poke at 
each other until anger erupts.  Forgive us for acting out immaturely like 
the spoiled children we are.  Forgive our lack of grace and mercy.  Forgive 
us for not reflecting the love and light we were born to be. 
P: Our God is the perfect parent, treating us with patience and teaching us 
what unconditional love is all about.  In his grace and mercy, we are 
forgiven.  Accept that gift through his son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “O Holy Night” 
 Christopher Kurt & Dr. AJ Beu 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

PREFACE     (Tune “Angels We Have Heard On High”) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts all praise be given! 
 All your glory fills the earth, all your power fills the heavens. 
 Glo-o-o-ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo-o-o-ria, in excelsis Deo! 
 Blessed is the one who came, bringing love and light divine 
 Blessed is the king who comes in the bread and in the wine. 
 Glo-o-o-ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo-o-o-ria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come, the meal is ready and there’s a place set for you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG   “Let There Be Peace on Earth”            
 Rachel DeBoer & Vince O’Loughlin 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: You have welcomed us, O God, and set a place for us among your saints, 
C: Thank you for my daily bread and the blessings that go beyond my 
needs.  Thank you for inviting me to your table.  Amen. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
(The pastor lights a large candle from the Christ candle, which symbolizes Christ, the 

Light of the world. The ushers light their candles from the pastor's candle, then light the 
candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted but is 

always held upright when giving light to another.) 
 

HYMN #281   “Silent Night”                          
(Please extinguish candles. Keep candles upright to avoid spilling the melted wax.)  

 

GOSPEL READING           LUKE 2:1-14 
 

LITANY #1 Inspired by Psalm 2 
P: What happened to people leading in truth? 
C: Why do sons rise up against their mothers? 
P: Why do fathers hold back their daughters? 
C: Why do sisters condemn their brothers? 
P: God says, “You are my children!” 
C: God says, “I give you new life every day!” 
P: “The world is yours for the asking,” God says. 
C: Justice and righteousness will reign from above. 
P: Be wise all you leaders and rulers. 
C: Take refuge in the coming Son and be blessed. 
 

MEDITATION 



 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “What Child Shall Come?    
 Gina DeBoer, Amanda Fisher,  
 & Lauren Hamilton 
 

LITANY #2  Inspired by Psalm 147 
P: You gather the strugglers and the stragglers, 
C: You build your kingdom from humble beginnings. 
P: You heal our broken hearts, 
C: You bind our wounds with compassion. 
P: You know every star, 
C: You know each and every one of us. 
P: You send the rain and grow the grass, 
C: You grow the grain and raise up your people. 
P: You bring your children together, 
C: You send us your son. 
 

MEDITATION 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “How Far is it to Bethlehem?” 
 Amanda Fisher & Lauren Hamilton 
 

LITANY #3  Inspired by Psalms 127 & 128 
P: Unless God builds the house, 
C: The builders build in vain. 
P: Unless God guards the city, 
C: The guards guard in vain. 
P: But those who fear the Lord, 
C: Will be blessed with hope. 
P: God puts hope in the birth of a child, 
C: The womb’s fruit, the hunter’s arrow. 
P: May you see the hope of your children’s children. 
C: May you see the hope of peace come to life. 
 

MEDITATION 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Hope Was Born This Night” 

 Gina DeBoer & Ryan DeBoer 
 
 
 



 

LITANY #4  Inspired by Psalm 98 
P: You, Lord, have done marvelous things, 
C: Oh, sing a new song! 
P: Your right hand, your holy arm, have won salvation, 
C: Oh, sing a new song! 
P: You have shown righteousness to the nations, 
C: Oh, sing a new song! 
P: Your love and faithfulness are solid, 
C: Oh, sing a new song! 
P: All creation sings a new song! 
C: Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! 
 

MEDITATION 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC             “He Shall Reign”  
                                  with *“Angels We Have Heard on High” (vs. 1) 
 Lauren Hamilton, Hannah Koch,  
 Lily Giddings, Levi DeBoer,  
 Ryan DeBoer, Gina DeBoer,  
 Rachel DeBoer, Amanda Fisher,  
 Dr. AJ Beu, Christopher Kurt 
 Jody DeBoer on piano 

 

(*Congregation joins at the end with verse one) 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

LITANY #5  Inspired by Psalm 148 
P: Praise the Lord! 
C: Praise the Lord from the edges of space! 
P: Praise the Lord from the tips of the mountains! 
C: Listen to the angels sing his praises! 
P: Listen to creation echo their songs! 
C: The sun and the moon shine in his glory! 
P: The twinkling of the stars brings his glory to the darkness! 
C: The rhythm of the ocean sings his praise! 
P: Let all those who govern sing his praise! 
C: Let the old and young sing his praise! 
 

A CHRISTMAS POEM written and performed by Ryan DeBoer 
 

CLOSING HYMN #267   “Joy to The World!” 
 Lily Giddings on flugelhorn 
 Dr. AJ Beu on tuba 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: God is good… 
C: all the time! 
P: All the time… 
C: God is good! 
P: And all God’s people said… 
C: Amen! 
 

POSTLUDE         
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