
















Opportunities for you?
• Join the Church Council or one of the many other committees
• Serve as an Usher or Communion Assistant
• Volunteer to help with VBS
•Donate to Concrete fund
• Learn how to run slides for worship







Welcome



CALL TO WORSHIP

L: He is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed!
L: God meets us where we are.
C: With compassion and grace God welcomes us home.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. You are 
invited to sit, kneel, or stand, whatever is most comfortable 
for you.
Pause for silence and reflection.

L: Forgiving God,
C: We spend so much of our time doubting you, doubting 
ourselves, failing to place our trust in you. Our lack of faith 
causes us to stumble, and when we fall we fall far. Forgive 
us our sin and lift us so that we can rise to the challenge of 
carrying out your mission. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



L: God is merciful and just. God offers forgiveness for all who 

ask it. Receive now the entire forgiveness of all your sins and 

walk with the power of the Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus. 

Amen.



“I Love to Tell the Story”
ELW #661

I love to tell the story 
of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, 
of Jesus and his love.



I love to tell the story, 
because I know it’s true; 

it satisfies my longings 
as nothing else would do.



I love to tell the story; 
‘twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love.



I love to tell the story; 
how pleasant to repeat 

what seems, each time I tell it, 
more wonderfully sweet!



I love to tell the story, 
for some have never heard 

the message of salvation 
from God’s own holy word.



I love to tell the story; 
‘twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love.



I love to tell the story, 
for those who know it best 

seem hungering and thirsting 
to hear it like the rest.



And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song,

I’ll sing the old, old, story 
that I have loved so long.



I love to tell the story; 
‘twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love.



GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of all wisdom,
C: Paul knew how to sit with people in their own reality 
before bringing them along the journey of the story of 
Christ. Teach us to honor people’s journeys with grace and 
respect. Amen.



READING ACTS 17:16-31
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply 
distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17So he argued 
in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and 
also in the marketplace every day with those who happened 
to be there. 18Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
debated with him. Some said, “What does this babbler want 
to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 
divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news 
about Jesus and the resurrection.) 



19So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and 
asked him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you 
are presenting? 20It sounds rather strange to us, so we would 
like to know what it means.” 21Now all the Athenians and the 
foreigners living there would spend their time in nothing but 
telling or hearing something new.
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 
“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. 



23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with 
the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who 
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 
25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath 
and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, 



and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they 
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For 
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the 
art and imagination of mortals. 



30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.”

L:  THE WORD OF THE LORD,
C. THANKS BE TO GOD.







Sermon

“My Mind Wanders During the 

Apostles’ Creed”

Pastor Keith Tomlinson





“Now Thank We All Our God” 
ELW# 840

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom this world rejoices;



Who, from our mothers’ arms,
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.



Oh, may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us,



And keep us all in grace, 
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all harm
In this world and the next.



All praise and thanks to God
The Gather now be given,
The Son, and Spirit blest, 
Who reign in highest heaven,



The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.





APOSTLES’ CREED
I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.
I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD. HE WAS CONCEIVED

BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY. HE SUFFERED

UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS BURIED. HE DESCENDED

INTO HELL. ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN. HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND IS

SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER. HE WILL COME AGAIN TO JUDGE THE

LIVING AND THE DEAD.
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE

COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, THE RESURRECTION OF THE

BODY, AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P: Lord, in your mercy,
C: . . . hear our prayer.





OFFERING PRAYER

P: Holy God,
C: In you we live and move and have our being. We 
can nothing apart from you. Even these gifts we offer 
were first granted to us through your grace and 
generosity. Accept these gifts teach us to continue your 
work as we meet people where they are. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty… we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy Communion is open to all who confess Jesus as 
Lord and believe that Jesus is present in the Bread and 
Wine. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY

NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS

IT IS IN HEAVEN.  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND

FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO

TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND

THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER.  AMEN.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Come to the table, and as you receive the body and blood 
of Christ, recognize that you are part of the family of 
humanity. 
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“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”

ELW #697

Just a closer walk with thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea;

Daily walking close to Thee 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.



I am weak but Thou art strong:

Jesus, Keep me from all wrong;

I’ll be satisfied as long 

As I walk, dear Lord, close to Thee.



Just a closer walk with thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea;

Daily walking close to Thee 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.



Through this world of toil and snares

If I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but Thee, dear Lord,

None but Thee.



Just a closer walk with thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea;

Daily walking close to Thee 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.



When my feeble life is o’er, 

Time for me will be no more;

Guide me gently, safely o’er

To thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.



Just a closer walk with thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea;

Daily walking close to Thee 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.



POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: It is only through Your grace, O Lord, that we are 
able to approach Your table,
C: and it is only through Your Son’s mercy that we are 
forgiven.  Empower us to share that same grace and 

mercy with all of creation.  Amen.



BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you peace. In the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."
C: Amen



Announcements



“Blessed Assurance”    
ELW #638

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.



This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long:

this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



Perfect submission, perfect delight,

visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

angels descending bring from above

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.



This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long:

this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Savior am happy and blest,

watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.



This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long:

this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace; serve the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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